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CHAPTER I. 

Coraiau^JFamilif ^ Bwnaparte.^^Napoieon born 15th Au* 
gust 1769-^1118 early Habits^Sent to the Royal Military 
School at Brienne^-His great Progress in Mathematical 
Science-— Deficiency in Claeeical Literature.'^Ancedotee qf 
him while at School^Removed to the General School of 
Paris. — When seventeen Tears Old, appointed 2d LieutC" 
nant of Artillery — His early Politics^Promoted to a Cap* 
iainey.'-^Paseai Paoli. — Napoleon sides wUh the French Oom 
vemment against Paoli^Along with his Brother Lucien, he 
is banished from Corsica^-Never retjisits it — Always unpo* 
pular there, 

X HE Island of Corsica was, in ancient times, re- 
markable as the scene of Seneca^s exile, and in the 
last century was distingiiished by the memorable 
stand which the natives made in defence of their 
liberties agunst the Genoese and French, during a 
war which tended to show the high and indomitable 
spirit of the islanders, united as it is with the fiery 
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and vindictiYe feelings proper to their country and 
climate. 

In this island, which was destined to derive its 
future importance chiefly from the circumstance. 
Napoleon Buonaparte, or Bonaparte,* had his 
origin. His fiimily was noble, though not of much 
distbction, and rather reduced in fortune. Fkttery 
afterwards endeavoured to trace the name which 
he had made famons, into remote ages, and re- 
searches were made through ancient records, to dis- 
cover that there was one Buoniqparte who had writ- 
ten a book, another who had signed a treaty — a fe- 
male of the name who had given birth to a pope, 
with other minute claims of distincdon, which Na- 
poleon justly considered as trivial, and unworthy of 
notice. HeansweredtheEmperorofAustria,whohad 
a fancy of tracing his son-in-law''s descent fix>m one of 
the petty sovereigns of Treviso, that he was the Ro- 



* There was an absurd debate about the speUing of the nafne, 
which became, as trifles often do, a sort of party question. Buona- 
parte had disused the superfluous «, which his father retained in the 
name, and adopted a more modem speUiog. This was represented 
<m one side as an attempt to, bring his name more nearly to the 
French idiom ; and, as if it had been a matter of the last moment, 
the vowel was obstinately replaced in the name, by a class of writers 
who deemed it politic not to peimit the successftil General to relin- 
quish the slightest mark of his Italian extraction, which was in every 
respect impossible for him either to conceal or to deny, even if he had 
nourished such an idea. In his baptismal register, his name is spell- 
ed Nl^leone Bonaparte, though the £uher subscribes. Carlo Buo- 
naparte. The spelling seems to have been quite indiflerent. 
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dolph of Hapsbourg of his family ; and to a genear. 
logist, wlio made a merit of deducing bis descent 
. from some ancient line of Grothic princes, he eaused 
reply to be made, that he dated his patent of nobility 
from the battle of Monte Notte, that is, from his first 
victory. 

All that is known with certainty of Napole<m^s fa- 
mily may be told in few words. The Buonapartes 
were a family of some distinction in the middle ages ; 
their names are inscribed in the GU>lden Book at 
Treviso, and their armorial bearings are to be seen 
on several houses in Florenca But attached, during 
the dvil war, to the party of the Ghibellines, they 
of course were persecuted by the Guelphs ; and be- 
ing exiled from Tuscany, one of the family took re- 
fuge in Cornea, and there estaUished himself and 
his successors, who were regularly enrolled anumg 
the noble natives of the island, and ^joyed all the 
privileges of gentle blood. 

The father of Napoleon, Charles Buonaparte, was 
the principal descendant of this exiled £unily. He 
was regularly educated at Pisa, to the study of the 
law, and is stated to have possessed a very handsome 
person, a talent for eloquence, and a vivacity of in- 
tellect, which he transmitted to his son. He was a 
patriot also and a soldier, and assisted at the gallant 
stand made by Paoli against the Fsan^h. It is said 
he would have emigrated along wiih Paoli, who was 
his friend, and, it is believed, his kinsman, but was 
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withheld by the influence of his father's brother, 
Lueien Buonaparte, who was Archdeacon of the 
Cathedral of Ajacdo, and the wealthiest person of 
the lamily. 

It was m the middle of civil discord, fights and 
skirmishes, that Charles Buonaparte married Lsetitia 
Ramolini, one of the most beautifid young women of 
the idand, and possessed of a great deal of firm* 
ness of dbaractar. She partook die dangers of her 
husband during the years of ciTil war, and is said to 
haveaccompanied htm on horseback in somemifitary 
expeditions, or perhaps hasty flights, shcnrtly befbre 
her being delivered of the future Emperor. Thoi^ 
left a widow in the prime of life, she had already 
borne her husband diirteen children, of whcnn five 
sons and three daughters survived him. I. Josqph, 
the eldest, who, though placed by his brother in an 
obnoxious situation, as intrusive King of Spdn, held 
the reputation of a good and moderate man. II. Na- 
poleon himself. III. Luden, scarce inferior to his 
brother in ambitkm and talent. IV. Louis, the merit 
of whose character consists in ite unioeten^ng worth, 
and who renounced a crown rather than ccns^t to the 
oppression of his subjects. V. Jerome, whose diqK>a- 
turn is said to have been chiefly marked by a tendency 
to dissipation. The females were, I. Maria Anne, af- 
terwards Grand Duchess of Tuscany, by the name 
of EUsa. IL Maria Annonciada, who became Ma« 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



NAPOLKON BUONAPARTE. 



ria Paulnie, Princess of Bor^bese. III. CM^dtta, 
or Caroline^ wife of Murat, and Queen of Naples. ^ 

Tlie family of Buonaparte bebg reeondled to die' 
French goTemment after the emigration of Paoli, 
enjoyed the protection of die Count de Marbcsufy 
the French Governor of Cornea, by whose int^reit^ 
Charles was included in a deputation of the noblet 
of the island, sent to Louis XVI. in 1776^ As a 
consequence of this mission, he was appointed to a 
judicial situation, thi^ of assessor of die tribunal of 
Ajacdo, the income of which aided him to maintain 
his increasing family, which the smallness of his pa* 
trimony, and some habits of expense, would other- 
wise have rendered difficult. Charles Buonaparte, 
the father of Napcdeon, died at the age of about forty 
years, of sxt ulcer in the stomach, on the 24di Fe- 
bruary 1785. His celebrated son fell a victim to the 
same disease. During Napcdeon'^s grandeur, die 
communis of Montpdiier expressed a desire to erect 
a monument to the memory oi Charles Buonaparte. 
His answer was bodi sensible and in good taste. 
" Had I lost my father yesterday,*" he said, " it 
would be natural to pay his memory some mark of 
respect consistent with my present situation. But 
it is twenty years since the event, and it is one in^ 
which the public oan take no concern. Let us leave 
the dead in peace.*** 

The subject of our narrative was bom, according 
to the best accounts, and his own belief, upon the 

VOL. III. 
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16th day of August 1769, at his father's house In 
Ajaccio, formiiig one side of a court which leads 
out of the Kue Charles.* We read with interest, 
that his mother's good constitution, and bold cna- 
racter of mind, having induced her to attend mass 
upon the day of his birth, (being the Festival of the 
Asmunption,) she was obliged to return home imme* 
^tely, and as there was no time to prepare a bed or 
bedroom, she was delivered of the future victor upon 
a temporary couch prepared for her accommodation^ 
and covered with an ancient piece of tapestry, repre* 
senting the heroes of the Iliad. The infant was chris- 
tened by the name of Napoleon, an obscure saint, who 
had dropped to leeward, and fallen altogether out of 
the calendar, so that his namesake never knew which 
. day he was to celebrate as the festival of his patron.. 
When questioned on this subject by the bishop wha 
confirmed him, he answered smartly, that there were 
a great many saints, and only three hundred and sixty- 
five days to divide amongst them. The politeness^ 
of the Pope promoted the patron in order to compli- 
ment the god- child, and Saint Napoleon des Urnns 
was accommodated with a festival. To render this 
compliment, which no one but a Pope could have 
paid, still more flattering, the feast of Saint Napo- 
leon was fixed for the fifteenth August, the birth-day 
of the Emperor, and the day on which he signed the 

* Benson'i Sketcheii of Conic*, p. 4» 
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Concordat* So that Napoleon had the rare honour 
of promoting his patron saint. 

The young Napoleon had, of course, the simple and 
hardy education proper to the natives of the mountain^ 
ous island of his birth, and in his infimcy was not re- 
markable for more than that animation of temper, and 
wilfulness and impatience of inactivity, by which chiU 
dren of quick parts and lively sensibility are usually 
distinguished* The winter of the year was generally 
passed by the family of his fiither at Ajaccio, where 
they still preserve and exhiHt, as the ominous play* 
thing of Napdeon^s boyhood, the model of a brass 
cannon, weighing about thirty pounds.* We leave 
it to philosoiAers to inquire, whether the fiiture-love 
of war was suggested by the accidental possessioii of 
such a toy ; or whether the tendency of the mind 
dictoted the selecdon of it ; or, lastly, whether the 
nature of the pastime, ccnresponding with the t»te 
which chose it, may not have had each their action 
and reaction, and contoibuted between them to the 
formation of a charact^ so warlike. 

The same traveller who ftimishes the above anec- 
dote, gives an interestbg account of the country re- 
treat of the family of Buonaparte, during the sum« 
mer. 

Going along the sea-shore from Ajaccio towards 

* Skelchci of Coisica» p. 4. 
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the I$le S^ngumiere, about a mile from the town^ 
occur two stone piUars, the remams of a door-way, 
leading up to a dilapidated villa, once the rcQidence 
of Madame Buonaparte^s bajf-brother on the mo- 
tbef s ride, whom Napoleon created Cardinal Fesch.^ 
The hou«e is approached by an avenue, surrounded 
and ovefhung by the cactus and oth^ shruhs, which 
luxuriate in a warm climate. It has a gardm and n 
lawn, showing amidst neglect vestiges of their form- 
er beautyt and the houae is surrounded by sbnihjbe* 
ries, pemitted to run to wildemeaa. This was the 
summer re»dence of Madame Buonaparte and her 
fimuly. Almost mdosed by Ae wild olive, the 
caetus, the dematis, and the almond*tree, is a very 
ttngular and iadaled granite rock, called Napoleon^ 
grotto, which seems to have resisted the decc^npoa- 
taon wliidi has tidcen place around. The remains of 
a mnall summer-house are yisiUe b^ei^th the] rock, 
the entrance to which is nearly eloped by a lu^wiant 
fig-tnee. This was Buonaparte's frequent retreat, 
when the vacations of the school at whidi he studied 
permitted him to vi»t home*«^Hpw the imaginatfon 
hdbours to fiirm an idea of the visionp^ which^ in this 
sequ^teredand romantic spot^ must have arisen before 
the eyes of the (uture hero of an hundred battles ! 



• The tnother of Letitia Ramolini, wife of Carlo Buonaparte, 
married a Swiss officer in the French service, named Fesch, after the 
death of Letitia*s father. 
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The Count de M arixsuf, almidy mentkned as 
Governor of Corsica, interested himself in the young 
Niqpolcon, so mndi at to obtain him an appointment 
to the Royal Mifitary Sehod at Brienne» which was 
nudntamed at the royal expense, in order to faring ixp 
youAs fbr the engineer and artUtoy sorvice. The 
maKgni^ e£ contempcrary historians has aaeribed a 
mottyie of gaUantry towards Madame Buonaparte as 
die fooBdadott of this kindsem ; fant Count Mavhowf 
had armed at a period of life when sudi emmepqans 
are not to be presumed, nor did the scandal reo^nre 
any currency from the nalJTts of iVjaccio* 

Nothing ceidd be more auitaUe to the natuie of 
young Bucmaparte's genius, than the line <€ studly 
whidi thus fiMTtunately was opened before hini^ His 
ardour &r ihe abstract sdenoes amounted to a pas- 
sion, and was combined with a singular i^tude fyr 
applying them to the purposes e( war, while his at- 
tention to piuEsuits so intctesting and eihaustless in 
tbemsdres, was stimulated by bis natural ambition 
and desire of distinction. Almost all the scientific 
teachers at Briome, being accustomed to study the 
character of their pupils, sod obliged by tihm duty 
to make moAoranda and oocaaonal repsrts <m the 
subject, spoke of the talents of Buonaparte, and 
the progress of his studies, with admiration. Cir- 
cumstances of various kinds, exaggerated or invent- 
ed, have been circulated concerning the youth of a 
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person 80 remarkable. The fdlowhig are given up<m 
good authority.* 

The cmduct of Ni^leon among his compraimis, 
was that of a studious and reserved youth, ad£cting 
himself deeply to the means of improvement, and 
rather avdding than seekmg tibe usual t^nptatims 
to dissipation of time. He had few friends, and no 
hitimates; yet at diffisrent times, when he diose to 
exert it, he ezlubited oonfiiderable in&ence om 
his feUoWHBtudents, and when there was any joint 
plan to be carried into efifect, he was firequendy dio- 
senDictator of the little republic. ' 

In the time of winter, Buonaparte upmi one occa- 
sion engaged his companions in constructing a fort- 
ress out of the snow, regukiiy defended by ditches 
and bastions, accordbg to the rules of fortification. It 
was considered as diq>la]dng the great powers of the 
juvenile engineer in the yraj of his pn^es^on, and 
was attacked and defended by the students, who di- 
vided into parties for the purpose, until the battle be- 
came 80 keen that their superiors thought it proper 
to proclaim a truce. 

The young Buonaparte gave another instance of 
address and enterprise upon the following occarion. 



* They wer« many years since c(Hnmunicated to tlie author hy 
Messrs Joseph and Louis Law, brothers of General Baron Lau- 
riston, Buonaparte*8 favourite ud-de-camp. These gentlemen, or at 
least Joseph, were educated at Brienne, but at a later period than Na- 
poleon. Thcur distinguished brother was his contemporary. 
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There was a fiiir lield annually in the ne^bourhood 
of Brienne, where the pupils of the Military School 
used to find a day^s amusement ; but on aceoiint of 
a quarrel betwixt ibeta and the country people upon 
a former occasion, or fi>r some such cause, the mas- 
ters of the Institution had directed that the students 
should not on the fair-day be permitted to go beyond 
their own precincts, which were surrounded with a 
wall. Under the direction of the young Corsican, 
howeyer, the scholars had already laid a plot for se* 
curing their usual day'^s diversion. They had un- 
dermined the wall which enccmipossed their exerduung 
ground, with so much skill and secrecy, that their 
operations remained entirely unknown till the morn- 
ing of tiie fair, when a part of the boundary unexpect- 
edly fell, and gave a free passage to the imprisoned 
students, of which tiiey immediately took the adran- 
tage, by hurrying to the pirohilnted scene of amuse>- 
ment 

But although on these, and perhaps other occa? 
sions, Buonaparte displayed some of the frolic tem- 
per of youth, mixed with the inventive genius and the 
tident for ecmimancymg others by which he was dis- 
tinguished in after time, his life at school was in ge- 
neral that of a recluse and sevc^ student, acquiring 
by his judgment, and ireasoring in his memory, that 
wonderfrd process of almost unlimited combinatioot 
by means of which he was afterwards aUe to simplify 
the most difficult mA complicated undertakings. His 
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maihemfttical teaober was proud of the youDg islander, 
as the boast of his school, and his other scientific in« 
stmctors had the same reason to be satisfied. 

In hsDgoBgtB Bnonapaile was kss a proficient, and 
nerer acquired the art of wrt^g or spelling French, 
for less foreigu laHgoages, with accoracy or correct- 
ness; nor had the monks of Brienne any reason to 
pride themselves on the classical proficiency of their 
sdiolar. The fiill energies of his mind being devoted 
to the scientific pursuits of his profession, left little 
time or inclination fi>r other studies. 

Thoij^h of Italian origin, Bucmaparte had not a 
decided taste for die fine arts, and his taste in com- 
position seems to have leaned towards die grotesque 
and the bombastic. He used always the most ex- 
aggerated phrases ; and it is seldom, if ever, that his 
bulledns present those touches of sublimity whidi are 
fimnded on dignity and simplidty of expression. 

Notwithstanding the external calmness and reserve 
<^ his deportment, he who was destined £oi such gireat 
things, had, while yet a student at Brienne,a flill share 
of that ambition for distincti<m and dread of disgrace, 
that restless and irritating love of fam^ which is the 
spur to extraordinary att^npts. Sparkles of this keen 
temper sometimes showed themselves. On one oc- 
casion, a harsh superintendant imposed on the future 
Emperor, tot some trifling fault, the disgrace of 
wearing a pautential dress, and being excluded Snan 
the table of the students, and obliged to 'eat his meal 
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apart. His pride felt the indignity so severely, that 
it brought on a severe nervous attack; to which, 
though otherwise of good constitution, he was sub- 
ject upon oecattons of extraordinary irritation. Fa- 
ther Petraolt, the Professor of Mathematics, hasten- 
ed to deliver his &vourite pu|Hl from the punish- 
ment by which he was so much affected. 

It is also said that ttn early disposition to the po- 
pular ride fistniguisbed Buonaparte even when at 
Brieniie. Pich^ru, afterwards so cdelirated, who 
acted as his monitor in the military school, (a Angu- 
lar circumstance,) bore mtnesa to hk early princi]^, 
and to the peculiar energy and tenacity of his temper. 
He was l<mg afterwards consulted whether means 
might not be found to engage the commander of the 
ItaliU! armies in the royal interest. " It will be but 
lost time to attempt it,'' said Fichegru. '^ I knew 
him in his yonth-^his diaracter is infleiible--4ie has 
taken his side, and he will not chaise it."" 

In 1783, Napoleon Buonaparte, then only fourteen 
years old, was, though under the usual age, selected 
by Mottsieiil' de E^Tilio, the inqpector of the twdve 
military schools, to be sent to have his education 
completed in the general school of Paris. It was a 
compUment paid to the precocity of his extraordinary 
mathematical talent, and the i^eadiness of his appli- 
cation. While at Paris he attracted the same notice 
as at Brienne ; and among otiher society, frequented 
that of the celebrated Abb6 Raynal, and was admit- 
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ted to his literary parties. His taste did not become 
correct, but his appetite for study in all d^art- 
ments was gready enlarged ; and notwithstanding the 
quantity which he daily read, his memory was strong 
enough to retain, and his judgment suffidaaitly ripe to 
arrange and digest, the knowledge whioh he then ac^ 
quired ; so that he had it at his command during all 
the rest of his busy life. Plutarch was his favourite 
author ; upon the study of whom he had so modelled 
his opinions and haUts of thou^t, that Padi after- 
wards pronounced him a young man of an antique 
caste, and resembling one of the dasstcal heroes. 

Some of his biographers have about this time 
ascribed to him the anecdote of a certain youthftd 
pupil of the military school, who desired to asc^d 
in the car of a balloon with the aenmaut Blancbard, 
and was so mortified at being refused, that he, made 
an attempt to cut the balloon with his sword. The 
story has but a flimsy support, and indeed does no^ 
accord well with the character of the hero, which was 
deep and reflective, as well as bold and detennined, 
and not likely to sufier its energies to escape in idle 
and useless adventure. 

A better authenticated anecdote states, that at this 
time he expressed himself disrespectfully towards the 
King in one of his letters to his family. According 
to the practice of the school, he was obliged to subr 
mit the letter to the censorship of Monsieur DomiuU 
ron, the Professor of Belles Lettres, who, taking no- 
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tice oi^ the ofTensive passage, insisted upon the letter 
being burnt, and added a severe rebuke. Long af- 
terv^ards, in 1802, Monsieur Domainm was com* 
manded to attend Napoleon'^s levee, in order that he 
might receive a pupil in the person of Jerome Buo- 
naparte; when the First Consul reminded his old 
tutor good-humouredly, tlmt times had changed con- 
siderably since the burning of the letter. 

Napoleon Buonaparte, in his sevente^th year, re- 
ceived his first commission as second lieutenant in a 
regiment of artillery, and was almost immediately af- 
terwards promoted to the rank of first lieutenant in 
the corps quartered at Valance. He mingled with 
society when he joined his regimait, more than he 
bad hitherto been accustomed to do ; mixed in public 
amusements, and exhibited the powers of pleasing 
which he possessed in an uncommon degree, when he 
chose to exert them. His handsome and intelligent 
features, with his active and neat, though slight figure, 
gave him additional advantages. His manners could 
scarcely be called elegant, but made up in vivacity 
and variety of expression, and often in great spirit 
and energy, for what they wanted in grace and po- 
lish. 

He became an adventurer for the honours of lite- 
rature also, and was anonymously a competitor for the 
prize offered by the Academy of Lyons on RtfynaFs 

VOL. III. B 
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question, ^' What are the (HriBciples and institutions, 
by aj^lication of which mankind can be raised to the 
highest pitch of happiness ?^ The prise was adjudged 
to the young soldier. It is impossiUe to ayoid feel- 
ing curiosity to know the character of the juvenile 
thecnries respecting government, advocated by one 
who at Iragth attained the power of practically ma- 
king what experiments he pleased. Probably his 
early ideas did not exactly coincide with his more 
mature practice ; for when Talleyrand, many years 
afterwards, got the Essay out of the records of the 
Academy, and returned it to the author, Buonaparte 
destroyed it after he had read a few pages. He also 
laboured under the temptation of writing a journey 
to Mount Cenis, after the manner of Sterne, which 
he was fortunate enough finally to resist. The affec- 
tation ^hich pervades Steme^s peculiar style of com- 
position, was not likely to be simplified under the 
fea of Buonaparte. 

Sterner times were fittt ap^aching, and the na- 
tion was now ftilly divided by those factions which 
produced the Revolution. The officers of Buona- 
parte^s regiment were also divided into Royalists and 
Patriots ; and it is easily to be imagined, that tiie 
young and friendless stranger and adventurer should 
adopt that side to which he had already shown 
some inclination, and which promised to open the 
most free career to those who had only their rami 
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to rely upon. <* Were I a general officer,^ be U al- 
leged to have said, << I would have adhered to the 
Eiog ; bebg a subaltern, I join the Patriots.^ 

There was a story current, that in a debate with 
some brother officers on the politics of the time, Buo- 
naparte expressed himself so outrageously, that they 
were provoked to throw him into the Rhone, where 
lie had nearly perished. But this is an inaccurate ac- 
count of the accident which actually befell hiou He 
was seized widi the cramp when bathing in the river. 
His comrades saved him with difficulty ; but his dan- 
ger was matter of pure chance. 
. Napole(Hi has himself recorded that he was a warm 
patriot during the whole sitting of the National As- 
sembly ; but that, on the appointment of the Legis- 
lative Assembly, he became shaken in his opinions. 
If so, his original sentiments regained force; for we 
shortly afterwards find him entertaining such as went 
to the extreme heights of the Revolution. 

Early in the year 1792, Buonaparte became a cap- 
tain in the artillery by seniority ; and in the same 
year, being at Paris, he witnessed the two insurrec- 
tions of the SOth June and 10th August He was 
accustomed to speak of the insurgents as the most 
despicable banditti, and to express with what ease 
a determined officer could have checked these ap- 
parently formidable, but dastardly and unwieldy 
BMSses. But with what a different feeling of int». 
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rest would Napoleon have looked on that infuriated 
populace, those still re«sting though overpowered 
Swiss, and that burning palace, had any seer whis- 
pered to him, *< Emperor that shall be, all this 
blood and massacre is but to secure your future 
empire !^ Little anticipating the potent effect which 
the passing events were to bear on his own fortune, 
Buonaparte, anxious for the safety of his mother and 
family, was now dearous to exchange France for 
Ccnnnca, wh^e the same things were acting on a less 
distinguished stage. 

It was a singular feature in the French RevoluticH}, 
that it brought out from his retirement the celebra- 
ted Pascal Paoli, who, long banished from Corsict^ 
the freedom and indiependence of which he had so 
valiantly defended, returned from exile with the AaU 
tering hope of still witnessing the progress of liberty 
in his native land. On vi^ting Paris, he was recei- 
ved there with enthusiastic veneration, and the Na- 
ticmal AssemUy and Boyal Family contended which 
should show him most distinction. He was created 
President of the Dejpartment, and Commander of 
the National Guard of his native island, and used 
the powers intrusted to himi with great wisdom and 
patriotism. 

But Paoli^s views d liberty were different from 
those which unhap^uly began to be popular in France. 
He was denrous of eitfablistung that freedom, whkk 
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is the protector, not the destroyer of pfoperty, and 
which confers practical happness, instead of aiming 
St theoretical perfection. In a word, he endeayoured 
to keep Cornea firee firom the prevailing infection of 
Jacobinism ; and in reward, he was denounced in the 
Assembly. Faoli, summoned to attend for the pur- 
pose of standing on his defence, declined the journey 
on account of his age, but offered to withdraw from 
the island. 

A large proportion of the inhabitants took part 
with the aged champion of thor freedom, while the 
Convention sent an expedition, at the head of which 
were La Combe, Saint Michel, and Salicettt, one of 
the Corsican deputies to the Convention, with the 
usual instructions for bloodshed and pillage issued to 
their commissaries. 

Buonaparte was in Corsica, upon leave of absence 
from his re^ment, when these events were taking 
place; and although he himself, and Paoli, had 
hitherto been on friendly terms, and some family 
relations existed between them, the young artillery 
officer did not hesitate which side to choose. He 
embraced that of the Convention with heart and 
hand ; and his first military exploit was in the civil 
war of his native island. In the year 1793, he was 
dispatched from Bastia, in possession of the French 
party, to surprise his native town Ajaccio, then oc- 
cupied by Paoli or his adherents. Buonaparte was» 
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acting provbionally, as commanding a l)attalion of 
Naticmal Guards* He lismded in the Gulf of Ajaccio 
with about fifty men, to take possession of a tower 
called the T(Nrre di Ca^Cello, on the opposite sidi^ of 
the gulf, and inmost fiudng the city. He succeeded 
in taking the place ; but as there arose a gale of wind 
which prevaited his communicating with the frigate 
which had put him ashore, he was besieged in his 
new conquest by the opposite fiurtion, and reduced 
to such distress, that he and his little garrison were 
obliged to feed on horse-flesh. After five days he was 
relieved by the frigate, and evacuated the tower, ha- 
ving first in vain attempted to blow it up. The T<Nrre 
di Capitello still shows marks <f die damage it then 
sustained, and its remains may be looked on as a 
curiosity, as the first scene of his combats, brfore 
whom 

— — '* Temple and tower 
Went to the gconnd ■ ■*** 

A relation of Napoleon, Masserio by name, effectu- 
ally defended Ajaocio ugainst the force employed 
in the expedition. 



* Such is the report of the Corsicans, oonceming the alleged first ex- 
ploit of their celebrated countryman. See Benson's Sketches^ p^ 4. 
But there is room to believe that Buonaparte had been in action 
so early as February 1793. Admhral Truguet« with a strong Beet, 
and having oa board a large body of troops^ had been at anchor for 
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The Strength of Paoli increasing, and the Engbsh 
preparing to anst hun, Corsica became no lo/oget a 
safe or convenient residence for the Buonaparte fiir 
mily. Indeed, both Napoleon and his brother Lu- 
cien, who had distinguished themsdres as partisans 
of the French, were sulgected to a decree of banish- 
ment from their native island ; and Madame Buona- 
parte, with her three daughters, and Jerome, who was 
as yet but a child, set sail under their protection, and 
settled for a time, first at Nice, and afterwards at 
Marsolles, where the flinuly is supposed to have 
undergone considardUie distress, until the dawning 
pioqpectB of Nafole<m afibrded him the means of 
assisting them. 

Napoleon never again revisited Corsica, nor does 
he appear to have r^arded il with any feelings of 
affection. One small fountain at Ajaccio is pointed 
out as the only ornament which his bounty bestowed 
on his Urth-place. He might perhaps think it impo- 
litic to do anything which might remind the coun- 
try he ruled that he was not a child of her soil, nay. 



sereral weeks in the CoTrican harbours, annoanciiig a descent upon 
^aidttia. At length, haring reoGdred on board an addidoDal aiiiii* 
ber of forces, he set sail on his expedition. Buonaparte is stqipoaed 
to have accompanied the Admiral, of whose talent and judgment he 
is made in the Saint Hdena M8S. to speak with great contempt 
Buonaparte succeeded in taking some batteries in the straits of Saint 
*Bonifacio ; but the expedition proving unsuccessful, they were speed, 
ily abandoned. 
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was in fact very near having been bom an alien, for 
Corsica was not united to, or made an integral part 
of France, until June 1769, a few weeks only before 
Napoleon'^s birth. This stigma was repeatedly oist 
upon him by his opponents, some of whom reproach- 
ed the French with having adopted a master, firom a 
country from which the ancient Romans were unwill- 
ing even to choose a slave ; and Napoleon may have 
been so far sensible to it, as to avoid showing any 
predilection to the place of his Inrth, which might 
bring the circumstance strongly under observation of 
the great nation, with which he and his fiunily seemed 
to be indi^olubly united. But, as a traveller already 
quoted, and who had the best opportunities to be- 
come acquainted with the feelings of the proud isl- 
anders, has expressed it, — " The Corsicans are still 
highly patriotic, and possess strong local attach- 
ment—in their opinion, contempt for the country of 
one^'if birth is never to be redeemed by any other 
qualities. Napoleon, therefore, certainly was not 
popular in Corsica, nor is his memory cherished 
there.""* 

The feelings of the parties were not unnatural on 
either side. Napoleon, little interested in the land of 
his birth, and having such an immense stake in that 
of his adoption, in which he had everything to keep 

• Beiison*s Skelehes of Corsica, p, 121. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



NAPOLEON IIUONArAATE. HB 

and lose,* observed a policy towards Corsica which 
his position roidered advisable ; and who can blame 
the high-8i»rited islanders, who, seeing one of their 
countrymen raised to such exalted eminence, and dis- 
posed to forget his connexion with them, returned 
with slight and indifference the disregard with which 
he treated them ? 



* ^ot literally, however ; for it is worth mentioniog, that when 
he was in fuU-hlown possession of his power, an inheritance fell to 
the family situated near AJaccio, and was divided amongst them. 
The first Consul, or Emperor, received an olive garden as his share. 
— Sketehei of Corsica. 
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CHAPTER II. 

ISiege of Toulon. — Recapitulation. — Buonaparie appointed 
Brigadier-General of Artillery y with the Command of the 
Artillery at Toulon — Finds everything in disorder — His 
Plain for obtaining the Surrender of the Place^Adopted.-^ 
Anecdotes during the Siege. — AUiOi Troops resolve to eva* 
cuate Toulon — Dreadful Particulars of the Evaluation — 
England censured on this occasion. — Lord Lynedock.^^ 
Fame qf Buonaparte increases , and he is appointed Chief of 
Battalion in the Army of Italy — Joins Headquarters at 
Nice. — On the Fall of Robespierre, Buonaparte superseded 
in command — Arrives in Paris in May 1796 to solicit «m- 
phyment-^He is unsuccessful. — Takna. — Retrospect of the 
Proceedings of the National Assembly. — DifficuMiesinform' 
ing a new Constitution.^-^Appointment of the Directory — 
of the Two Councils of Elders and qfFive Hundred. — Na^ 
tion at large, and Paris in particular, disgusted with their 
pretensions, — Paris assembles in Sections.-^Oeneral Dani- 
can appointed their CommanderAn^Chief.-^Menou appoint" 
ed by the Directory to disarm the National Guards^but 
suspended for incapacity — Buonaparte appointed in his 
room.^'The Day of the Seetions.'^Conflict betwiM the 
Troops of the Convention under Buonaparte, and those of 
the Sections of Paris under Danican. — T?te latter defeated 
with much slaughter. '^Buonaparte appointed Second in 
Command of the Army of the Interior'^then General in 
Chief-^Marries Madame Beauhamois^-^Her Charaeter. — 
Buonaparte immediately afterwards joins the Army of Italy. 

The siege of Toulon was the first incident of 
importance, which enabled Buonaparte to distinguish 
himself in the eyes of the French governmoity and 
of the world at large. 
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We have already mentioned that a genend diffi« 
dence, and dread of the proceedings of the JacotMns, 
joined to the intrigues of the Grirondists, bad, ait&t 
the fall of the latter party, induced several of the 
principal towns in France to take arms against the 
Convention, or rathor against the Jacobin party, who 
had attained the ccHnplete mastery in that body. We 
have also said that Toulon, taking a more dedded 
step than dther Marsdlles or Lyons, had declared 
for the King and the Constitution of 1791) and ism^ 
ted the support of the English and Spanish squa- 
drons, who were cruizing upon the coast A disenK 
barkatbn was made, and a miscellaneous force, has* 
tily collected, of Spaniards, Sardinians, Neapcditans, 
and English, was thrown into the place* 

This was one of the critical periods when vigorous 
measures, on the part oi the allies, might have pro- 
duced marked e£Pects on the result of the war. Tpu* 
Ion is the arsenal of France, and contained at that 
time immense naval stores, besides a fleet of seven-> 
teen sail of the line ready for sea, and thirteen or 
fourteen more,, which stood in need of refitting. The 
possession of it wai^ of the last importance, and witb 
a sufSciently large garrison, or rather an army strcmg 
Plough to cover the more exposed pcnnts without the 
town, the English might have maintained thor foot* 
ing at Toulon, as they did at a later period both at 
Lisbon and Cadiz. The sea would, by maintaining 
the defeniHve lines necessary to protect the road<> 
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tCead, hare been, entirely at the oonmand oftbe be- 
tteged ; and they could have been suj^iBed wHh pro^ 
yisiims m any quantity from Sicily, or the Barbaiy 
States, while the besiegers woald have experienced 
great difficulty, such was the dearth in Provence at 
the time, in supporting their own army. Bat to 
have phiyed this bold game, the presence of an 
army, instead ci a few battalions, would have been 
requisite; and a general of consummate ab'^ty must 
have hdd the chief command. This was the more, 
espedally necessary, as Toulon, from the nature o£ 
the place, must have been defended by a war o£ 
posts, requiring peculiar alertness, sagadty, and vi- 
gilance. On the other hand, there were drcum- 
stances very favouraUe for the defence, had it been 
conducted with talent md vigour. In otder to in- 
vest Toulon on the right and left side at cmce, it was. 
necessary there should be two distinct blockading 
armies; and these could scarce communicate with 
each other, as a steep ridge of mountains, caUed 
Pharon, must interpose betwixt them. This gave 
opportunity to the besieged to combine their fidrce, 
and choose the object of attack when they sallied ; 
while, on the other hand, the two bodies of besi^;»'&. 
could not easily connect their operaticms, either fot 
attack or defence. 

Lord Mulgrave, who commanded personally in 
die place, notwithstanding the motley diaracter of 
the garrison, and other discomraging circomstaBces, 
began the defence with spirit. Sir George Keith EU 
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phinstone also defeated the RepuUicaiis at the moun* 
tain-pass^ called Olliotillea. The English for some 
tune retained posscsaion of this important gorge, but 
were finally driven out from it Cartaux, a repuUican 
general whom we have already mentioned, now ad- 
vanced on the west of Toidon, at the head of a very 
considerable army, while Genial Lapoype blodi* 
aded the dty on the east, with a part of the army 
of Italy. It was the object of the French to ap- 
proach Toulon on both sides of the mountainous 
ridge, called Pharon. But on the east the town was 
covered by the strong and regular fort of La Mai- 
gue, and on the west side of the road by a less 
formidable work, called Malbosquet. To support 
MaU)08quet, and to protect the entrance to the road- 
stead and the harbour, the English en^eers fortified 
with great skill an eminence, called Hauteur de 
Grasse. The height bait into a sort of bay, the two 
promcmtories of which were secured by redoubts, 
named KEguillotte and Bah^niare, which commu- 
nicated with and supported the new fortification, 
which the EngUsh had termed Fort Mulgrave. 

Several sallies and skirmishes took place, in most 
of which the republicans were worsted. Lieutenant- 
General O'Hara arrived from Gibraltar with rein- 
forcements, and assumed the chief command. 

Little could be said for the union of the com- 
manders within Toulon; yet their enterprises were so 
far successful, that the French began to be alarmed 
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at the slov pit^ess of the siege. The dearth of 
pvoYuions was daily increasiiig, the (fisomte&t of the 
people of ProveDce was ai:^Biesited ; the Catholics 
were numerous in the neigiibouring districts of Vira* 
rais and Lower Languedoc; and Bftrras and Frervm. 
wrote from Marseilles to die ConTenden, sv^gestiBg 
that the Aegd of Toalon should be nnsed,* and the 
besi^ng army withdrawn beyond the Duranoe. But 
while weaker minds were despairing, talents of the 
first €frd&t were preparing to achieve the conquest of 
Toulon. 

Buonaparte, since his return (com Corsica, se^ns 
to have ei^yed some protection from his country- 
man Sallicetti, die oi^ime of the Corsfean deputies 
who YOted for the Eing'^s deadi, and a person to 
whom the youi^ artillery officer had be^ known 
during the civil war of his native island. Napdeon 
had shown that his own opinions were formed on 
the model of the times, hyamodXL JacoUn publica- 
tion, called Le Souper de Beaucaire, a political dia- 
logue between Marat and a Federalist, in wludi ihe 
latter is overwhelmed and sil^iced by the arguments 
and eloquence of the Friend of die People. Of diis 
juvenile production Buonaparte was afterwards so 
mudi ashamed, that he caused the copies to be ool- 



« This letter appeiured in the Moniteur, 10th December 1793. 
But as the town of Toulon was taken a few days afterwards, the 
Convention voted the letter a fabrication. 
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lected aad destroyed with die ittmosfc rigour, te ihftt 
it 10 now alnost inrpossible to meet with one. It is 
whindcal to obaer?iey that, m the mnmampts of Siint 
Helena, hementioiia tliia paUication aa one in which 
he aaauned the matlc of Jaeofaia priaeiples, nevely 
to convxBce the Ginnubsts and Royalists that they 
were choosing an unfit tame for insunectioh, and at* 
tempting it in a hopdess manner* He adds, that it 
thniie many converts* 

Buonaparte^s profeaiional qoalifioatiotis were still 
bettor vouobed than the soundness of his political 
priMfdes, though then were sufficiently decided. 
The notes which the inspectors of the Military School 
always presorve concemii^ their scholars, described 
his genius as being of the firrt order; and to these he 
owed his promotion to the rank of a brigadier-gene* 
ral of artillery, with the command of ihe artillery 
during the siege of Toulon. 

When he had aniyed at the scene of action, and 
had visited the posts of die besieging army, hefosmd 
so many marks of incapad^, that he could not con-, 
ceal his astonishment. Batteries had been erected for 
destroying the Enj^ish shipping, but they were three 
gun-diots* distance from the point which they were 
dewgned to oonunand ; redrhot balls were pr^aring, 
but thqr were not heated in finmaees beside the guns, 
but in die conntry-houses in the n^ghbourhood at the 
most ndictthms distance, as if they had been articles of 

10 
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easy and ordmary tranBporii^n. Buonaparte with 
difficult obtuned General Cartaux's permission to 
make a shot or two by way of experiment ; and when 
they fell more than half-way short of the mark, the 
General had no excuse but to rail against the aristo- 
crats, who had, he said, spoiled the qual^ of the 
powder with which he was rapplied. 

The young officer of artillery, with prudence, and 
at the same time with spirit, made his rem<mstrances 
to the raemb^ of CUmv^tbn, Gasparin, who wit- 
nessed the experiment, and explained the necessity 
of proceeding more systematically, if any successful 
result was expected. 

At a council of war, where Gasparin {nresided, the 
instructions of the Committee of Public Safety were 
read, directing that the siege of Toulon should be 
ccHnmenced according to the usual forms, by invest- 
ing the body of the place, in oth^ words, the city 
itself. The orders of the Committee of Public Safety 
were no safe subject of discussion or criticism for 
those who were to act under them ; yet Bu<maparte 
ventured to recommend their being departed from on 
this important occasion. His comprehensive genius 
had at once discovcared a less direct, yet more certain 
manner, of obtaining the surrender of the place. He 
advised, that, selecting the body of the town, the 
attention <^ the besiegers should be turned to attain 
possession of the promontory called Hauteur de^ 

13 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



KAPOLEOK ]i¥OKAPA«Tl. S3 

Graasei by dfiYiiig the beMq^eri ftwn tke Biroig 
work of F^rt Mulgitte, md dl# two TOdouUs of 
L'EgiuUeHen^ Bolagaiefe^ by neant of which the 
English had established the line of defence neceMary 
to ftoU^ the fleet atid harbour. The fortress of 
Maiboaqnet, <m die same point, he also lecomm^ided 
as a principal olgect of attack. He aq^uedt that if 
the besiegers «iceeedod in possessiog themsdves of 
these fort ific a t ioast tl»y wistobtafaiaciNn^etecon- 
of the roads wh^re the Eng^iali fleet lay, and 
i then to put to sea. They would, in the same 
r, eflbctiially oonmand the entmieeof the bay, 
and prerent supplies or pnmsioos Stom hWBig tbrowa 
into the city. If the garasmi mere thus in da^fer 
of beii^ totally cut off from avpplies by their vessala 
being driven frsn their mchoriy, it was aatttiid to 
•iqppose that Ae English teaopa would rathar of«-* 
cmte Toulon, than remain in^n the plaoe, blodc- 
ftded on all sides, until they aught be eonpdtedf to 
surrender by flMsdne. 

The plan was adapted by the fountfil of war after 
mudi hei^ation, and the young oficer l^ whom it 
was prcgeotedxeotivedfidl powers to carry it on. He 
ndlied vound Jbhn anundber of ^ceellent artillery off* 
cers and soldiers ; assembled against Toulon moDt 
than two hundred pieoes of camion, wellaerved $ and 
stationed them ao adYantageonsly, that he annoyed 
considerably the English vessels in the roads, even 

VOL. III. c 
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before he Had constructed those batteries on whidi he 
depended for reducing Fort Mulgrave and Malbos- 
quet, by which they were in a great measure pro- 
tected. 

In the meanwhile. General Doppet, formerly a 
physician, had superseded Cartaux, whose mcapacify 
could no longer be concealed by his rhodomontading 
language ; and, wonderful to tell, it had nearly been 
the fate of the ex-doctor to take Toulon, at a time 
when such an event seemed least within his calcula* 
taon. A tumultuary attack of some of the young 
French Carmagnoles on a body of Spanish tro<^ 
which garrisoned Fort Mulgrave, had very nearly 
been successful. Buonaparte galloped to the spot, 
hurrying his reluctant commander along with him, 
and succours were ordered to advance to support the 
attack, when an aid-de-camp was shot by Doppefs 
side ; on which the medical general, considering this 
as a bad symptom, pronounced the case desperate,, 
and, to Buonaparte^s great indignation, ordered a re- 
treat to be commenced. Doppet being found as in- 
capable as Cartaux, was in his turn superseded by 
Dugommier, a veteran who had served for fifty years, 
was covered with scars, and as fearless as the weapon 
he wore. 

From this time the Commandant of Artillery; 
having the complete concurrence of his General, had 
no doubt of success. To ensure it, however, he used 
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the Utmost vi^^hoce and exerticm, and exposed his 
person to every risk. 

One of the dangers which he incurred was of a 
singular character. An artilleryman being shot at 
the gun which he was serving, while Napoleon was 
visitbg a battery, he took up the dead mane's ram- 
mer, and, to ^ve encouragement to the soldiers, char- 
ged the gun repeatedly with his own hands. In con- 
sequence of using this implement he caught an in- 
fectious cutaneous complaint, whichy bdng injudi- 
dously treated and thrown inward, was of great pre- 
judice to his health, untU after his Italian campaigns, 
when he was completely cured by Dr Corvissart; 
after which, for the first time, he showed that ten- 
dency to embonpointy which marked the hitter part 
of his life. 

Upon another occasion, while Napoleon was over- 
looking the construction of a battery, which the enemy 
endeavoured to interrupt by their fire, he called for 
some person who could write, that he might dictate an 
order. A young soldier stepped out of the ranks, and 
resting the paper on the breast-work, fa^an to write 
accordingly. A shot from the enemy's battery cover- 
ed the letter with earth the instant it was finished. 
^^ Thank you-— we shall have no occasion for sand 
this bout,'*' said the military secretary. The guety 
and courage of the remark drew Buonaparte's atten- 
tion on the young man, who was the celebrated 
General Junot, afterwards created Duke D' Abrantej. 
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Duriiig thk siegd, &l80» he didiiotered the Uttehts of 
Duroc, afterwards one of his most &ith{ld ^he^iiti^. 
In these and ihan^ other ihstinces, Buoilapatte show- 
ed his extiehsiVe knowledge of mankind, by this di^p 
sagacity which tabled hiftn to dti^vet ahd att^h to 
hiih those, whose talents were hiost di^dguished, 
and mdst capable of leendeHtig hiM seWice. 

Nbtwithsr^tidiiig thl^ iniftuc^nc^ which th^ Cdi)lthatad<^ 
aiil; ot Artillery had dc^qUirdd, h^ fotikid hiihsdf od^a- 
sioniliy thw^tted by the hiembefs of the ConWntidit 
upon iniSRsidn to thfe siegi^ df l^dtdbii, i^ho UimA^ 
wei* Freroti, tUcdV^, Siilifcetti, ktid the yot^gier 
Robespierre. Thes^ representatites of the p^o^d, 
knowing thdt Ihdr commission gmve thehi sUpiN^^ 
po#ef over gehelriUs i^ld AhnieB, nem^^ iseem to have 
paused to consider whether nature or edu^(^ion 
haci qiiaM^d them to ^xerdsis it, with iidT^tage 
to tlie piibiii^ UtiA cipedit td themselves. They ^eri- 
Vicised ^ubha^arte^s "pUh of hit^tk, fitidihg it i«^. 
possible id cdhceive hoW his opei-atiote, beifag dxttct- 
ed against det^hed feHifidations at A distAhce AtMH 
^ouldh, cotttd bi& feventu^liy th^ toeHtts ^ |diu^ 
the to^n itself with fecility itt th6fr handfe. But NA- 
poleotl Vas patient and ti^pbrisi^^ ; i^nd hliViVig the 
good bpitoiott of Salicetti, ^nA sbm^ ihttirtMy Vith 
youttg Ildbespitoe, he dMife-ived to fcave tfc^ w^ks 
cohiiu'i6ted abcotditig td his oirh plata. 

The presumption of tfeike dijnittoies bec*taie Ae 
iiie^ns of precipitating his dpelratioi^s. It tias iris 
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il^tep^en to 99Ppl^^ W# piopp^ed W9rk8 i^siip^ 
for^ MuIgrjiYe l^qti^ 9pe^g n Urgp aji4 pPWcrfW 
hf^f^ry, which 1^^ b^ ppni^^rwt^ wi|h gr^n^ fnlf 99$ 
ftii4 secreqr aga^wt M^bosq^et, §e that Ae wholj? fif 
Jliff n^edit^tiecl lus^t} ppight coBfound tl^e menqr Itqr 
l?(P«^^qi>g§tUie8a|netwe. Tb^ ppen^tigm heiilg 
shipiided by W oKvf pl^i^tip)), bud beei^ cvpqpletied 
wi^bwt h^g pfa^eire^ by ♦be ^i||i^9 wb^m Bm>r 
WSWif P?PP9W4 tft fittack ep tbi^ wb^ line of 1^ 
^mfie 8bn^Uw^i|«ly^ ¥e^fPV f rwin i|fi4 ^pf^efr 
pif^y b^weypr, m Ti|lt>|ig tb<? nplW p^P^, ff>W^ 

^^iipgntbi3m«pl^e4hi|tb^T i»4 haying ijp ijo^ 

im Fby ft^ PWtWffi^ «l^l t^r^Jrtyrfoijp ppwd- 
4n ubpuJd r«m|ii» iw^tfye, ^|:ppm{MB4e4 *© fep 

10 b(? mmf^ m ^^fym»^^^}^miffi'A(i^^ 

Oeneral G^Hua^ r^nfionp^g^ at jfinjitig ihifl imiuirt" 
mif V9^ f^^m^^ tq ^^pso £oni4dable «4 inWDp- 
Pfjt^^ ^tennbi^ by a alzong effiart tP parry th# 
Prpjr^ batt^ a^ ppce. Three thousand men vere 
#^)^ye4ip^3f4Iy; and the (^enenp} him^i^^ ra- 
tb^ c(^^ tQ wb^ 13 9oni8i4(^ Jba duty pf fhp 
ipyerp^ of i^ place of iipportaiicei resolved to p^t him- 
8^)fa^tbeirhe^. The sally vaa at firsf (::oppIejteIy 
B^ppe^^ ; b^t wb^e ih^ l^ngljyBb p]ai:?5ued |the enemy 
tpo f^» ii| 9I} thp cplifidefipe of vbat U»ey pon«idered 
^ mUBd^d yiP^ry, j^ucM^ap^te av^ed hu^self ^ 
%ome hrokm ground ^d a covered w^yi to r^lly a 
strong body of firoop^y bring up reserves, and attack 
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the scattered English both in flank and rear. There 
tras a warm skirmish, in which Napoleon himself 
receiyed a bayonet wound in the thigh, by which, 
though a serious injury, he was not, however, dis- 
abled. The English were thrown into irretrieva- 
ble confusion, and retreated, leaving their General 
wounded, and a prisoner in the hands of the enemy. 
It is singular, that durmg his long warfare, Buona- 
parte was never personally engaged with the British, 
except in his first, and at Waterloo, his last and fatal 
batde. The attack upon Acre can scarce be termed 
an exception, as far as his own person was concerned. 
The loss of their commandant, added to the discou^ 
ragement which began to prevail among the defend- 
ers of Toulon, together with the vivacity of the at- 
tack which ensued, seem finally to have dishearten- 
ed the garrison. Five batteries were opened on Fort 
Mulgrave, the possession of which Buonaparte com 
sidered as ensuring success. After a fire of twenty- 
four hours, Dugommier and Napoleon resolved to 
try the fate of a general attack, for which the repre- 
sentatives of the people showed no partiadar zeal. 
The attacking columns advanced before day, du- 
ring a heavy shower of rain. They were at first 
driven back on every point by the most determined 
opposition ; and Dugommier, as he saw the troops 
-fly in confusion, exclaimed, well knowing the conse- 
quences of bad success to a General of the Republic, 
'*' I am a lost man T Renewed efibrts, however^ at 
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last prevailed ; the Spanish artiUerymeii giving way 
on one point, the fort fell into the possession of the 
French, who showed no mercy to its defenders. 

Three hours, according to Buonaparte, after the 
fort was taken, the representatives cff the people ap* 
peared in the trenches, with drawn swords, to eon- 
gratulate the soldiers on theuosucoessfiil valour, and 
hear from their Commandant of Artillery, the reite^ 
rated assurance, that, this distant fort being gained^ 
Toulon was now thdr own. In their letter to the 
Conyention, the deputies gave a more finvourable ac^ 
count of their own exploits, and fiuled not to re(»e- 
scait Ricors, Salicetti, and young Robespierre, as 
leading the attack with sabre in hand, and, to use 
their own phrase, showing the troops the road to vie-' 
toy. On the other hand, they ungradously forgot, 
in thdr dispatches, to mention so much as the name 
of Buonaparte, to whom the victory was entirely Uk 
be ascribed. 

In the meantime, Napoleon'^a sagadty was not de^ 
ceived in the event. The officers of the allied, troops, 
after a hurried council of war, resolved to evacuate 
Toulm, since the posts gained by the French must 
drive the English ships from their anchomgc, and 
deprive them of a future opportumty of retreating^ 
if they neglected the passing moment Lord Hood 
alone urged a bolder resolution, and rec(mimendedth(a 
making a desperate effi>rt to regain Fort Mulgrave, 
imd the heights which it oomnuinded But his spirits 
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ed counsel was rejected, and the evacuatkin irecolved 
Ml ; which the panic of the forrign troops, etpcdaUy 
the Neapolitans, would liare roidered still more bor- 
fiUe than it proTed, but for the steadiness of th<e 
British seittien. 

The safety of the unfortunate dtiittis, who had in* 
iroked thdr i^otection, was not n^leeted etM amid 
the confiision of the retreat The nunerous mer* 
chant Teasels and other craft, offsred means of trana* 
portation to aU, who, haying to fear the resenlmaut 
of die republicans, might be desirous of quittng 
Toulon. Such was the dread of the victors^ eruel^^ 
that upwards of fourteen thousand persons accepted 
this melaneholy reflige. Meantime there wap other 
wmk to do. 

It had been refolred, that the arsenal and naral 
stores, with such oi the Frendi diipa as were not 
veady for sea, should be destroyed; and tl»y wem 
set on fire accordingly. This task was in a gnat 
measore intrusted tn the daundesa intrepidity of 
Sir Sydney Smith, who carried it through with 9 
d^vee of order, which, everything coI^adered, was 
almost marvellous. The assistance of the Spaaiards 
was offered and aoeepted; and they nndertool^ die 
duty of seulding and ainldng two vessds need as 
powder magarinee, and destrqyii^ seme part of the 
duHMed shipping. The rising conflagration grow- 
ing redd^ and redder, seemed at length a great 
volcano, amid which w&tt long distinctly seen Ae 
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BiMis and jwciB of Uie hwnmg vi»^^ ^4 wbicb 
rendered dbccmely vmUe the advancuKg ho^tts of 
republican troops, who attempted on dtfl^Pt |)!OU}tf 
topnditkmrwayiAtotbeplaee. The Jaeohinf began 
%o riae in the town upon the flying Royalista i— '^•^ 
rid acreama and yelU of veng e »noe» and reyc^tion^ 

ary choruaes, were heard to mingle with the ciiea iin4 
piaintire entrealiea of the ranaining fiigitivei^ who 
had not, yet found means of embarkation* The gaaa 
firom Malboaqnett now poseeeaed by the French, and 
turned on the bulwarks of the town, inoeaaed the 
iq^roar* Atonceaabock, liketbatofanearthquake^ 
ocoagMpecl hy the exploaioii of jnany faundrod banalf 
of guapowdor^ sitoieed all noise aa?e ita own, and 
threw high into the midnight heaven a Aonaaad 
UaangficagmentS) which deaoended» threatanii^ ndo 
whenerer they &11. A aeccmd eiploabn tod; i^aoe, 
aa the other m agarine blew ^^ with the sane dieadr 
foldfeeta. 

ThJa tgcmendooa addition io the temotB of the 
aoene, ao direadftd in ita^ waa owing to the Sftr 
niarda aettiog file to tbaie vesaels need aa naganiea, 
iaatead of sinking iimxh aoeordii^ to the plan which 
had been agreed upon. Either &omill*will, eareleaa- 
BieaB, or timidity, tti^ wffe eqpially awkward in thak 
•tittnpts to destroy the dismantled leliipa insisted tp 
their t^arge^ which fell into the hands of the FreM^ 
but little daauwed. The British fleO, with the flo- 
tiUa crowded with fugUt^ea wbkh it e«e«srted, left 
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Toulon without loss, notwithstandiiig an ill-directed 
fire maintained on them from the batteries which the 
French had taken. 

It was upon this night of terror, conflagration^ 
tears, and bloody that the star of Napoleon first as- 
cended the hcmaon ; and though it gleamed over 
many a scene of horror ere it set, it may be doubtful 
whether its light was ever blended with those of erne 
more dreadfuL 

The capture of Toulon crushed all the hopes of 
iresistance to the Jacolnns, which had been cherished 
in the south of France. There was a strong distrust 
excited against England, who was judged <mly desi-^ 
roils to avail herself of the insurrection of these un^ 
happy dti^ns to cripple and destroy the naval power 
bf France, without the wish of effectually assisting the 
Royalists. This was an unjust belief, but it cannot 
foe denied that there were specious grounds for the 
accusation. The undertaking the protection of a city 
in sudi a situation as that of Toubn, if the measure 
was embraced at all, should have been supported 
by efiinrts worthy of the country whose asristance was 
implored and granted. Such efforts were not mack^ 
and the assistance actually afibrded was not directed 
by talent, and was squandered by disunion. Th6 
troops showed gallantry ; but the leaders, excepting 
the naval officers, evinced little military skill, or 
united purpose of definice. One g^tleman, then in 
private life, chancbg to be in Toulon at the time, 
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disdnguished himself as a vohmteer,* and has nnce 
achieved a proud career in the British army. Had 
he, or such as he, been at the head of the garrison, 
the walls of Toulon might have seen a battle like 
that of Barossa, and a yery different result of the 
siege might probably have ensued. 

So many of the citizens of Toulon concerned in the 
late resistance had escaped, by the means provided by 
tiie English, tiiat republican vengeance could not 
collect its victims in the usual numbers. Many were 
shot, however, and it has been said tiiat Buonaparte 
commanded the artillery, by which, as at Lyons, 
they were exterminated ; and also, that he wrote a 
letter to Freron and the younger Robespierre, con- 
gratulatmg them andhimself on the execution of these 
aristocrats, and signed Brutus Buonaparte, Sans^ 
culotte* If he actually commanded at this execution, 
he had the poor apology, that he must do so or him-* 
self perish ; but, had the fact and the letter beeil 
genuine, there has been enough of time since hid 
downfall to prove the truth of the accusation, and 
certainly enough of writers disposed to give tiies^ 
proofs publicity. He himself positively denied th^ 



* Mr Graham of Balgowan, now Lord Lynedoch. He marched 
out on one of the sorties, and when the affair became hot, seised the 
musket and cartouch-box of a £Ulen soldier, and i^rded such aA 
lexample to the ttoope, as contributed gieaUy to their gaining tfa^ 

object.desucd. 
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charge • 9mi «Ueg^ Umt the viqtims wfre ^hpt hy • 
j^tm^hm^nt of what ww cidW the Evolutionary 
Amy, aii4nP<hytw)p«oftheUne. Thisw^thbk 
highly pr(*#W' BuonapiurjiB ha? b^idie? afl5r|»e4> 
thiit^ftaia4iwr^ 

Jaoolnns, or act as thw ^^^ fe^ blH«ircM the 4i|- 
pli!fif»m of jthone whD?^ frown ¥99 4eathf hy wjitcr- 
po^ing im fXQp^tm t9 pav^ ^^ m^irtmiate fiunily 
of Cha]»nUan(»einjgraiM# 1^ ^q^stocritta, wbp^ hewg 
thr9wP hy 1^ rtonn W the com of France, fihoFtfy 
after %}m lieg^ 9? Toi^PPf heparo UaUe tp jmnwh'' 
i9imt hy *h^ gwlJotine, but whom he pared hy Wh 
9ii4»g ihfon A^ mollis pf es^f^ hy |i^ 

Ip tb^ meanwhile the yowg G^fqri^ pf ArtU)^ 
wi^ifi{4dly)wiigw;rq[rut»^ The pr«i?^ vhich 
w«r«B sappn^W^ hr th^ r^pare^^taUvep q£ thp p^ptei 
wmi wBwgJy ifwferri94 and prowwlgptod hy tf^ 
fimh oU yf^t^ims Dng^mmi^^ Buoiiapar(;^'a nmt^ 
waa phwd on <th» fat pf thpan whom he recpfgipfin^ 
f^r pipmiotjipi^y with the ppmted i^tipn, ihat, ^ w=^ 
glected, he woiild be ipre tP fopre^ hipi owp wfiy* He 
WMi accQidi^gly ponfirapied in his proyiisipnal sitm^n 
of Chi^pf BattAhon, md appointed to hold |;hai; ranh 
in the Army of Italy* Before joining that army, the 
genius of Napoleon was employed by the Conyention 
fai surveying and fortifying the sea-coast of the Me- 
diterranem ; a very troublesome taski as it involved 
many disputes with the locid auUiorities of small 
towns and villages, and even hamlets, all of whom 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



MAP0LE014 BUOl^APARTK. 4S 

^hhed to Kave bitten^ erected (dt thehr 0irH kp^al 
proteetion, without reg^urd to the general Ui^y. It 
involved hitn, moreover, as we shall presently see, hi 
ibme risk with the CottVebtton at home. 

'the ehief of battalion dischatg^ his task sden- 
ti^caUy. He divided the necessary fortifications into 
three cUdiges, distinguishing those designed Co pn>- 
teet hkrbbuihs ^tad roadsteads, from tadi as irete in- 
tends t6 ddPend anchorages of less conseqoencey and 
bo^ front the third class, which were to be placed on 
proper situations, to ptevent nksolts and partial de- 
scents da the Coast by an ^nekny superior at sea. Na- 
poleon dictate to General Oourgaud Mnts on this 
subject, which must be of tonseqfuence to the sea* 
coasts which n^ed such militaty defimces.* 

Hiiving m^e his report to the Convention, Buo- 
naparte proceeded to join the head quarters of the 
French army, then lying at Nice, straitened consider- 
ably abd hemmed in by the Sardinians tad Austrians, 
who^ after some rain Attempts of General Brunet to 
dii^lodge them, had remiuned Piasters of the dA di 
Tende, and lower passes of the Alps, h^^ether wiA 
the road leadbg from Turin to Nice by Saorgio. 



• An Englishraan wUl probably reroember the lublime passage 
in »♦ The ^tatineto of EhglaUd ?"— 

BriUnnia nee4<i no buhvark, 

No towers along the steep ; 
Hfet tnarch i» on the mountam.warir, 
Her home is on the deep. 
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BiMmaparte had iafluence enough to recommend 
with .4ocoe88 to the general, Dumorbion, and the re- 
presentatives of the people, Ricors and Robespierre, 
a plan for driving the enemy out of this position^ 
fordng them to retreat beyond the higher Alps, and 
taking Saorgio ; all which measures succeeded as hq 
had predicted. Saor^o surrendered, with much storey 
and baggage, and the French army obtained possess 
wm of the chain of the higher Alps,* which, being 
tenable by drfending few and difficult passes, placed 
a great part of the Army of Italy, (as it was already 
termed, though only upon the frontier,) at disposal 
for actual service. While directing the means of at- 
taining these successes, Buonaparte, at the same time, 
acquired a complete acquaintance with that Alpine 
country, in which he was shortly to obtain victories 
in his own name, not in that of others, who obtained 
reputation by actmg on his su^estions* But while 
he was thus employed, he was involved in an accusa- 
tion before the Convention, which, had his reputa- 
tion been less for approved patriotism, might have 
cost him dear. 

In his plans for the defence of the Mediterranean, 
Napoleon had proposed repairing an old state prison 
at Marseilles, called the fort of Saint Nicholas, that it 
might serve as a powder magazine. This plan his suc- 



• The Sardinians were dislodged from the Col di Tendc, 7th of 
May 1794. 
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cefsor on the station {nrooeeded to execute, and by do- 
ing 80, gaye umbrage to thepatriots, wbodunrged the 
commandant of artillery then at Marseilles, and su- 
perintending the work, widi an intention to rebuild 
this fort, to serve as a Bastille for contndling the good 
citizens. The offica: being summoned to the bar of. the 
Convention, proved that the plan was not his own, 
but drawn out by Buonaparte. The representatives 
of the army in Italy, however, not beii^ aUe to dis- 
pense with his services, wrote to the Convention in 
his behalf, and gave such an account of the mgin 
and purpose of the undertaking, as divested k of all 
shade of suspicion, even in the suspicious eye of the 
Committee of Public Safety* 

In the ranainder of the year 1794, there was little 
service of consequence in the Army of Italy, and th« 
9th and 10th Tharmidor (S7th and 28th July) of 
that year, brought the downfiril of Robespierre, and 
tlnreatenedun&vourable consequences to Buonaparte, 
who had been the fiiend of the tyrant^s brother, and 
was understood to have participated in the tone of 
exaggerated patriotism affected by his party. He en- 
deavoured to shelter himself under his ignorance of 
the real tendency of the proceedings of those who had 
fallen ; an apology which resolves itself into the or- 
dinary excuse, that he found las late friends had not 
been the persons he took them for. According to thi$ 
line of defence, he made all haste to disclaim accesr 
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stM to tht {Kittlkal tdiaMi of which ihty wtve ac- 
cuse. " I am aofceiABi •flfeded,'' he wrote to a 
cm^d^iideii^ << at the firt» of the younger Robee^ 
pierre ; biit had he bewi my brother, I would hare ^ 
pohiaided him with my «wtthimd, had 1 been aware 
thi* ha was fMmng schemes of tyranny.'' 

Bnonapaarte's discbunations do not seem at ftrat to 
hate been fkTontaWyrcoerrBd. His situation was now 
preearioufi) and when those members were restcnred 
td the Contentnn^ who had been expelled and peo- 
seiibed by die JacebinS) it became stUl more ao. The 
reaction of die moderate party, accompanied by her- 
riUe recoUeciims of the past, and ftars finr the fo- 
ture, began now to be uam strongly fek, as dieif 
nunJbem in the Conventien acquired stnoigdu l^ose 
olfioers who had attached thmnsdim to the Jacobin 
party, were the <riijeets of their animosoty ; and be^ 
indes, lli^ w«re deshrous to purify the aimies as far as 
posMMe of those whom they oonsidered as dieir own 
enemies, $mA those of |^ onkt ; die rather, tfait 
the jtmobmicid prindpfes stiU eontitiwd to be more 
fawmred m the armies than in the interior. 

To die causes of tins we have before alluded; bsrt 
it may lu^ be umMeiMsary to repeat, that the soMiers 
had expericfticed all the advantages of die fieece ener- 
gies of a government which sent them out to con« 
quest, and offered them the mwm of aehaevnig it; 
and tliey had not been witnesses to the atrocities of 
u 
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th^ tyranny in the interior. It was highly denraUe 
to the moderate party to diminish the influence of 
the* Jacobins with the army, by dismissing the offi- 
cers supposed most fiiaidly to such principles. Buo- 
naparte, among others, was superseded in his com- 
mand, and for a time detained under arrest. This 
was removed by means of the influence which his coun- 
tryman Salicetti still retained among the Thermido- 
riens, and Buonaparte appears to have visited Mar- 
seilles, though in a condition to give or receive little 
consolation from his family. 

In May 1795, he came to Paris to solicit emjdoy* 
ment in his profession. He' found himself unfiriend- 
ed and indigent in the cky of which he was at no 
distant period to be the ruler. Some individuals, how*. 
ev^, assisted him, and among others the celebrated 
performer' Talma, who had known him while at the 
Military School, and even then entertained high ex- 
pectations of the part in life which was to be played 
by " le petit Bonaparte.'^ ♦ 

On the other hand, as a finvourer of die Jacobii^ 
his solicitations for employment were resolutely op- 
posed t^ a person of considerable influence. Aubry, 
an old officer of artillery, president of the military 
committee, placed himself in strong opposition to his 
pretensions. He had been nominated as removed from 



* On the authority of the late John Philip Ktmble. 
VOL. III. D 
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the artillery service to be placed in that of the infim- 
try. He renumstnited widi great sprit against this 
proposed change ; and when, in the heat of discus- 
sion, Aubry objected his youth, Buonaparte rq^ied, 
that presence in the field of battle oug^t to antidpate 
the claim of years. The president, who had not been 
much in action, considered his reply as a personal in- 
sult ; and Napoleon, disdaining farther answer, ten- 
dered his resignaticm. It was not, however, accepted; 
and he still remained m the rank of expectants, but 
among those whose hopes were entirdy dependent 
upon thar merits. 

Buimaparte had something of his native country 
in his disposition«-4ie forgot neither benefits wa in- 
juries. He was always, during die haght of his gran- 
deur, particulariy kind to Talma, and hcmoured him 
even with a degree of intimacy. As finr Aubry, beii^ 
amongst those bdongmg to Pichqpru^s party who 
were baniidied to Cayaine, he caused him to be ex- 
cepted from the decree which permitted the return 
of thoee un&rtunate exiles, and Aubry died at De- 
marara. 

Meantime, his atuation becoming daily more un- 
pleasant, Buonaparte solicited Banras and Frenm, 
who, as Thamidoriens, had preserved their credit, fi)r 
occupation in almost any line of his profesaon, and 
even negotiated for permission to go into the Turkish 
service, to train the Mussulmans to the use of artillery . 
A fanciful imagination may pursue him to the rank 
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ef Pacha, or higher; &r, go where he wo«ld, he 
could not bare remained in mediocrity. His own, 
ideas had a similar tendency. <^ How stooge,^ he 
said, << it would be, tf a little Ccnrsican officer of ar«^ 
tillery were to become King of Jerusalem V" He was^ 
offered a command in La Vendee, which he declined 
to accept, and was finally named to ccMnmand a bri* 
gade of artillery in Holland. But it was in a land 
where there still exited so many s^Miate and eoo^ 
flicting factions, . as in France, thai he was docHned 
to be raised, amid the struggles of his contending 
countrymen, and upon thar shoulders and over their 
beads, to the very hig^iest eminence to which Ibrtune^ 
can exalt an individual. The times required such ta* 
lents as hb, and the opportuniiy f(Mr exerdskig them 
soon arose. 

The French nation were in general tired of die 
National Convention, which succesnve proscriptions 
had drained of aU the talent, eloquence, and energy,, 
it had once possessed ; and that Asqembly had be* 
come hateful and contemptible to all men, by su&r-t 
ing itself to be the p»sive tool of the Terrorists for 
two years, when, if they had shown i»oper firmness^ 
the revcdution of the 9th Thermidcur might as well, 
have been achieved at the beginning c^ that frightftil 
anarchy^ as after that long period of unheard-of «u£» 
fering. The Convention was not greatiy improved ii>^ 
point of talent, even by the return of their banished 
brethren ; and, in a word, they had lost the confi- 

VOL. in. 
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denoe of the public entirely. They therefore prepared 
to gratify the general wish by dissolving themselves. 

But before they resigned their ostensible autho. 
rity, it was necessary to prepare some mode of carry- 
ing on the government in future. 

The Jacobin constitution of 1793 still existed on 
paper ; but although there was an unrepealed law, 
menacing with death any one who should propose 
to alter that form of government, no one appeared 
disposed to consider it as actually in exercise ; and 
notwithstanding the solemnity with which it had been 
received and ratified by the sanction of the national 
voice, it was actually passed over and abrogated as a 
matter of course, by a tacit but unanimous consent. 
Neither was there any disposition to adopt the Gi« 
rondist constitution of 1791, or to revert to the de- 
mocratic monarchy of 1 792, the only one of these 
models which could be said to have had even the 
dubious endurance of a few months. As at the ge- 
neral change of the world, all former thin^ were to 
be done away — all was to be made anew. 

Each of these forms of government had been sdem« 
mzed by the national oaths and processions customary 
on such occasions ; but the opinion was now univ^^ 
sally entertained, that not one of them was founded 
on just principles, or contained the power of defend* 
ing itself against aggression, and protecting the lives 
and rights of the subject. On the other hand, every 
one not deeply interested in the late anarchy, and 
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implicated in the horrid cx>urse of bloodshed and ty- 
ranny which was its very essence, was fi*ightened at 
the idea of reviving a government, which was a pro- 
fessed continuation of the despotism ever attendant 
upon a revolution, and which, in all civilised coun- 
tries, ought to terminate with the extraordinary cir- 
cumstances by whidi revolution h^s been rendered 
necessary. To have continued the revolutionary go- 
vernment, indeed, longer than this, would have been 
to have imitated the conduct of an ignorant empiric, 
who should persist in subjecting a convalescent pa- 
tient to the same course of exhausting and dangerous 
medicines, which a r^ular physician would discon- 
tinue as soon as the disease had been brought to a 
favourable crisis. 

It seems to have been in general felt and admit- 
ted, that the blending of the executive and legisla- 
tive power together, as both had been exercised by 
the existing Convention, opened the road to the most 
afflicting tyranny ; and that to constitute a stable go- 
vernment, the power of executing the laws, and admi- 
nistering the ministerial functions, must be vested in 
some separate individuals, or number of individuals, 
who should, indeed, be responsible to the national le- 
gislature for the exercise of this power, but neither 
subject to their direct control, nor enjoying it as ema- 
natingimmediatelyfirom their body. With these reflec- 
. tions arose others, on the utility of dividing the Legis- 
lative Body itself into two assemblies, one of which 
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might fimi ft cb^on the other, tendmg, by some ex- 
etdse of an intermediate antbority,^ to qaalify the radi 
tvfidity ot a single Chamber, and obstruct the pro- 
gress of any individual, who might, like Robespierre, 
obtain a dictatorship in such a body, and become, in 
dobg so, an arUtrary tyrant over the whole authori- 
ties of the state. Thus, loadi and late, the French 
began to cast an eye on the British constitution, and 
the system of checks and balances upon which it is 
founded, as the best means of uniting the protection 
of liberty with the preservation of order. Thinking 
men had come graduaUy to be aware, that in hopes 
of getting something better than a system which had 
been sanctioned by tiie experience of ages, tiiey bad 
only produced a set of models, which were successively 
wondered at, applauded, neglected, and broken to 
{deoes, instead of a simple machine^ capable, in me- 
ehanical phrase, of working well. 

Had such a feeling prevailed during the com- 
niencement of the Revolution, as was advocated by 
Mounier and others, Franee and Europe might have 
been spared the bloodshed and distress which afflict- 
ed them during a period of more than twenty years 
<^ war, with all the various evils which accompanied 
that great convulsion. France had then a king ; no- 
bles, out of whom a senate might have been selected ; 
and abundance of able men to have formed a Lower 
House, or House of Commons. But the golden op- 
portunity was passed over ; and when the architects 
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niigh^ perhaps have been disposed to execute the 
new fabric which thqr meditated, on the plan of a 
limited monaichy, the materials for the structure 
were no kmger to be found. 

The hpiimBXe King of France no doubt existed, 
but he was an exile in a fordgn country; and the race 
of gentry, from whom a house of peers, or hereditary 
senate might have been chiefly selected, were to be 
found only in foragn service, too mudi exasperated 
by their sufferings to admit a rational hope that they 
would ever make any compromise with those who had 
forced them firom thdr native land, and ccmfiscated 
their fiunily property. Saving for these drcum- 
stances, and the combinati<His which arose out of 
them, it seems very likely, that at the period at which 
we have now arrived, the tide, which began to set 
strongly against the JacoUns, might have been adroit- 
ly turned in fovour of the Bourbons. But though 
there was a general feeling of melandioly r^ret, which 
naturally arose firom comparing the peaceful days of 
the Monarchy with those of the Reign of Terror, — 
the rule of Louis the XVL with that of Robespierre, 
—the memory of former quiet and security with the 
more recent recollections of Uood and pluncter, — still 
it seems to have existed rather in die state of a pre- 
disposition to form a royal party, than as the principle 
of (me already ensting. Fuel was lying ready to catch 
the flame of loyalty, but the match had not yet been 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



56 LIFE OF 

applied; and to counteract this general t^dency, 
^ere existed the most formidable obstacles. 

In the first place, we have shown already the cir- 
cumstances by which the French armies were strong- 
ly attached to the name of the Republic, in whose 
cause all their wars had been waged, and all thar 
glory won ; by whose expeditious and energetic ad- 
ministration the military profession was benefited, 
while they neither saw nor felt the misery entailed 
on the nation at large. But the French soldier had 
not only fought in favour of Democracy, but actively 
and directly against Royalty. As Vive la Republique 
was his war-cry, he was in La Vendue, on the Rhine, 
and elsewhere, met, encountered, smd sometimes de- 
feated and driven back, by those who used the oppo- 
site signal- word, Vive le Roi. The Royalists were, in- 
deed, the most formidable opponents of the military 
part of the French nation; and such was the animosity 
of the latter at this period to the idea of returning to 
the ancient system, that if a general could have been 
found capable of playing the part of Monk, he would 
probably have experienced the &te of La Fayette and 
Dumouriez. 

A second and almost insuperable objection to the 
restoration of the Bourbons, occurred in the exten- 
sive change of property that had taken place. If the 
exiled fiunily had been recalled, they could not, at 
this very recent period, but have made stipulati<nis 
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for their devoted followers, and insisted that the es- 
tates forfeited in their cause, should haye been com- 
pensated or restored ; and such a resumption would 
have inferred ruin to all the purchasers of national 
demesnes, and, in consequ^ice, a general shock to the 
security of property through the kingdom. 

The same argument applied to the church lands. 
The Most Christian King could not resume his thrime, 
without restoring the ecclesiastical establishmoit in 
part, if not in whole. It was impossible to calculate 
the mass orpersons of property and wealth, with thdr 
various connexions, who, as possessors of national de- 
mesnes, that is, of the property of the church, or of 
the emigrants, were bound by their own interest to 
oppose the restoration of the Bourbon fatnily. The 
revolutionary government had followed the coarse, 
but striking and deeply politic, admonition o£ the 
Scottish Reformer — " Pull down the nests,'^ sidd 
Knox, when he urged the multitude to destroy churches 
and abbeys, " and the rooks will fly off.^ The French 
government, by dilapidating and disposing of the 
property of the emigrants and clergy, had establish- 
ed an almost insurmountable biurrier against the re- 
turn of the original owners. The cavaliers in the 
great Civil War of England had been mdeed fined, 
sequestrated, impoverished; but their estates were 
still, generally speaking, in their possession ; and they 
retained, though imder oppression and poverty, the 
influence of a national aristocracy, diminished, but not 
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aimiliilated. In Frsnce, thai influaice of readmt 
proprieton had all been transfiBrred to other hands, 
tenacious in holding what property they had acqui- 
red, and determined to make good the defence of it 
agamst those who daimed a prior right. 

Lastly, the fears and conscious recollections of those 
who hdd the dbief power in France for the time, in- 
duced them to view their own sa&ty as deeply compro- 
mised by any proposition of restoring the euled royal 
family. This present sitting and ruling Conyention 
had put to death Louis XVI.,— with what hope of 
safety could they install his brother (m the throne? 
They had formally, and in full conclave, renounced 
belief in the existence of a Ddty— with wfaiat condst- 
ence could they be accessory to restore a national 
church ? Some remained republicans firom thdr 
heart and upon conviction ; and a great many m<nre 
of the deputies could not abjure democracy, without 
confessmg at the same time, that all the violent 
measures which they had carried through for the 
support of that system, were so many great and trea- 
sonable crimes. 

These fears of a retributive reaction were very gene- 
rally felt in the Conventiim. The Thermidoriens, in 
particular, who had killed Robespierre^ and now reign- 
ed in his stead, had more substantial grounds of ap- 
prehensionfirom any counter-revolutionary movement, 
than even the body of the Representatives at large, 
mimy of whom had been merely passive in scenes 
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where Barms snd TalKeii had been active agents. 
The timid party of The Phdn might be overawed by 
the retnmiDg Prince; and the members of the Girond* 
istfly who oouJd indeed scarce be said to exist as a par- 
ty, might be safisly despised. ButtheThermidoriens 
themselves stood in a different predicament They 
were of importance enough to attract both detestation 
andjealonsy; they hdd power, which must be an ob- 
ject of distrust to the restored Monarch ; and they 
stood on precarious ground, betwixt the hatred of the 
moderate party, who remonbered them as colleagues of 
Robespierre and Danton, and that of the Jacobins, 
who saw hi Tallien and Barras deserters of that party, 
and Ae destroyers of the power of the Sans Culottes. 
They had, therefore, just reason to fear, that, stripped 
of the power which they at present possessed, they 
might become the unpitied and unaided scape-goats, 
to expiate all the offences of the Revoluticm. 

Thus each favouraUe sentiment towards the cause 
of the Bourbons was opposed, I. By thdr unpopula- 
rity with the armies ; II. By the apprehensions of the 
confusion and distress whidh must arise from a gaie- 
ral change of property ; and III. By the consdous 
fears of those influential persons, who conceived their 
own safety concerned in sustaining the repuUican 

model. 

Still the idea of monarchy was so generally recei- 
vcd as the simplest and best mode of once more re- 
cstaWishing good order and a fixed government, that 
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some statesmen proposed to resume the form, but 
change the dynasty. With this view, divers persons 
were .suggested by those, who supposed that b]r pass- 
ing over the le^timate heir to the crown, the dangers 
annexed to his rights and claims might be avoided, 
and the apprehended measures of resumption and 
reaction might be guarded against. The son of the 
Duke of Orleans was named, but the infamy of his 
father clung to him. In another wild hypothesis, 
the Duke of York, or the Duke of Brunswick, were 
suggested as fit to be named constitutional Kings of 
France. The Abb6 Sieyes himself is said to have 
expressed himself in favour of the prince last named.* 

But without regarding the wishes or opinions of 
the people without doors, the Convention resolved to 
establish such a model of government as should be 
most likely to infiise into a republic something of the 
stability of a monarchial establishment ; and thus at 
-once repair former errors, and preserve an appear- 
ance of consistency in the eyes pf Europe. 

For this purpose eleven commissioners, chiefly 
selected amongst the former Girondists, were ap- 
pointed to draw up a new constitution upon a new 
principle, which was to receive ^new the universal 
adhesion of the French by acclamation and oath, and 
to fall, in a short time, under the same neglect which 

* The Memoirs published tinder the name of Fouch^ make this 
assertion. But although that work shows great intimacy with the 
secret history of the thnes» it is not to be implicitly relied upon. 
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had attended every preceding model. This^ it was 
understood, was to be so constructed, as to unite the 
consistency of a monarchial government with the 
name and forms of a democracy. 

That the system now adopted by the French com- 
missioners might bear a form corresponding to the 
destinies of the nation, and flattering to its vanity, it 
was borrowed from that of the Roman republic, an at- 
tempt to imitate which had already introduced many 
of the blunders and many of the crimes of the Re- 
volution. The executive power was lodged in a 
council of five persons, termed Directors, to whom 
were to be consigned the conduct of peace and war, 
the execution of the laws, and the general admini- 
stration of the government. They were permitted 
no share of the l^islative authority. 

This arrangement was adopted to comply with the 
jealousy of those, who, in the individual person of a 
single Director, holding a situation similar to that of 
the Stadtholder in Holland, or the President of the 
United States, saw something too closely approach- 
ing to a monarchial government* Indeed, it is said, 
Louvet warned them against establishing such an 
office, by assuring them, that when they referred the 
choice of the individual who was to hold it, to the n»^ 
tion at large, they would see the Bourbon heir elected. 
But the inconvenience of this pentarchy could not be 
dii^uised; and it seemed to follow as a necessary conse- 
quence of such a numerous executive council, either 
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that there would be a BMsm^ and a mhumty and 
majority established in that pre-eminent body of the 
state, where unity and vigour were chiefly reqinske, 
or else that some one or two of the ablest and most 
orafiy among the Directors would establish *a supre- 
macy oyer the othtfS) and use them less as their coL- 
leagues than their dqiendants. The legislators, how* 
erer, thoughthey knew that the whde Roman em^re 
was fimnd insufficient to sadate the ambition of three 
men, yet appeared to hope that the omcord and una* 
nimity of their five Directors might continue unfaro- 
kai, though diey had but one nation to govern; and 
they decided accordingly. 

The executive power being thus provided fi>r, the 
LegidativeBody wasto consist of two councils; one 
of Elders, as it was called, serving as a House of 
Lords ; another of Ypungers, which they termed, 
from its numb^, the Council of Five Hundred. Both 
were elective, and the difference c^age was the oualy 
drcumstance which ^bu^ a distinction betwixt the 
two bodies. The members of the Coundl of Five 
Hundred wore to be at least twenty-five years old, a 
qualification whidi, aftar the sevendi year of die Re* 
public, was to rise to thirty years compile. In this 
assembly laws were to be first proposed; and, having 
received its ajqprobation, they were to be refierred to 
the Coimdl of Ancients. The requisites to sit in 
the latter senate, were the age of forty years com- 
plete, and the being a mmrried man or a widower. 
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Bacbelort) tboogh above that age, were deened UQ6t 
for legidatbii, perhaps from want of domesdc expe- 
rience. 

The Coondl of Ancients had the power of reject- 
ing the propositions laid before them by the Couadl 
of Five Hundred, or, by adopting and approvti^ 
them, that of pa»ung them into laws. These regnla^ 
tions certainly gained one great point, in submitting 
each proposed legislative enactment to two separate 
bodies, and of course, to mature and deliberate con- 
sideration. It is true, that ndther of the Councils 
had any espeeial character, or separate interest which 
could enable or induce the Ancients, as a body, to 
suggest to the Five Hundred a different principle 
of consi^ring any proposed measure, front that 
which was likely to occur to them in th^ own pre- 
vious deliberatbn. No sudi varied views, therefore, 
were to be expected, as must arise between assem* 
blies composed of persons who di£fer in rank or for« 
tune, and consequently view the same question in 
various and opposite lights. Still, delay and recon- 
sideration were attmned, before the irrevocable fiat 
was imposed upon any measure of consequence'; and 
so far much was gained. An orator was supposed 
to answer all objections to the system of the two 
Councils thus constituted, when he described that 
of the Juniors as being the Imagination, that of the 
Ancients as being the Judgment of the nation ; th^ 
one designed to invent and su^^est national men* 
vol.. 11^ 
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suFes, the other to deliberate and decide upon them. 
This was, though liable to many objections, an inge« 
nious illustration indeed ; but. an illustration is not 
an argumoit, though often passing current as such. 

On the whole, the form of the Constitution of the 
year 3, t. e. 1795, showed a greater degree of practi* 
cal effieacy, sense, and consistency, tiian any of those 
preyiously suggested ; and in die introduction, though 
there was the usual proclamation of the Rights of 
Man, his Duties to the laws and to the social system 
were for the first time enumerated in manly and for- 
cible language, intimating the desire of the framers 
6i these institutions to put a stop to the continuation 
of revolutionary yiolence in future. 

But the Constitutbn, now promulgated, had a ble- 
mish common to all its predecessors ; — it was totally 
new, and unsanctioned by the experience either of 
France or any other country ; a mere experiment 
m politics, the result of which could not be known 
until it had been put in exerdse, and which, for many 
years at least, must be necessarily less the object of 
respect than of criticism. Wise legislators, even when 
lapse of time, alteration of manners, or increased libe« 
rality of sentiment, require corresponding alterations 
in the institutions of their fathers, are careful, as far 
as possible, to preserye the ancient form and charac- 
ter of those laws, into which they are endeavouring 
to infuse principles and a spirit accommodated to the 
altered exigencies and temper of the age. There is 
an enthusiasm in patriotism as well as in religion* We 
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value ihstitutioiis, not only because they are ours, 
but because they have been those of our fathers ; and 
if a new Constitution were to be presented to us, al- 
though perhaps theoretically showing more symme- 
try than that by which the nation had been long g«* 
verned, it would be as difficult to transfer to it the 
allegiance of the people, as it would be to substitute 
the worship of a Madonna, the wc^ of modem art, 
for the devotion paid by the natives of Saragossa to 
their ancient Palladium, Our Lady of the Pillar. 

But the Constitution of the year 8, with all its de- 
facts, would have been willingly recdved by the na- 
tion in general, as affording some security from the 
revolutionary storm, had it not been for a selfish and 
usurping device of the Thermidoriens to mutilate and 
render it nugatory at the very outset, by engrafting 
upon it the means of continuing the exercise of their 
own arbitrary authority. It must never be forgotten, 
that these conquerors of Robespierre had shared all 
the excesses of his party before they became his per- 
sonal enemies ; and that when deprived of their offi* 
cial situations and influence, which they were likely 
to be by a representative body freely and fairly elect- 
ed, they were certain to be exposed to great indivi- 
dual danger. 

Determined, therefore, to retain the power in their 
own hands, the Thermidoriens suffered, with an indif- 
ference amounting almost to contempt, the Constitu- 

VOL. III. K 
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tion to pass through, and be approved of l^, the Con- 
vention. But, under pretence that it would be highly 
im politic to deprive the nation of the services <^ moi 
accustomed to public business, diey procured two de« 
crees to be passed ; the first ordaining the electoral 
bodies of France to choose, as representatives to the 
two coundls under the new Constitution, at least 
two-dnrds of the members presei^y sitting in Con- 
vention ; and the second declaring, that in defiuilt of 
a return of two-thirds of the present deputies, as pre- 
scribed, the Convaition themselves should fill up the 
vacancies out of tiieir own body; in other wcnrds, 
should name a large proportion of tiiemselves their 
own successors in l^islative power. 

These decrees were sent down to the Primary As- 
s^nblies of die people, and every art was used to ren- 
der them acceptable. 

But the nation, and particulariy the city of Paris, 
generally revolted at this stretch of arbitrary autho- 
rity. They recollected, tiiat all the members who 
had sat in the first National Assembly, so remark- 
able for talent, had been declared ineligible, on that 
single account, for the second L^blative Body ; and 
now, men so infinitely the inferiors of those who were 
the colleagues of Mirabeau, Mounier, and other great 
names, presumed not only to declare themselves eli- 
gible by re-election, but dared to establish two-tiiirds 
of their number as indispensable ingredients of the 
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LegidatiTe Atsemblies, wfaidi, according to the words 
alike and spirit of tbe Constitution, ought to be cho- 
sen by die free voice of the people. The electors, 
and particularly those of the sections of Paris, an- 
grily demandied to know, upon what public serrices 
the deputies of the Conyentbn founded thdr title to 
a privil^e so unjust and anomalous. Among the 
more active part of them, to whom the measure was 
chiefly to be ascribed, they saw but a few. r^nmed 
Terrorists, who wished to retain the power of tyran- 
ny, diough difqposed to exennse it with some degree 
of moderation, and the loss of whose places might be 
possibly followed by that of their heads ; in the others, 
they only beheld a flock of timid and discountenan- 
ced Helots, willing to purchase personal security at 
the sacrifice of personal honour and duty to the 
public; while in the Convention as a body, who pro* 
nounced so large a proportion of their number as indis- 
pensable to the serrice of the state, judging from their 
conduct hitherto, they could but discover an image 
composed partly of iron, partly ci clay, deluged with 
the blood of many thousand victims — a pageant with- 
out a will of its own, and which had been capable of 
giving its countenance to the worst of actions, at the 
instigation of the worst of men— >a sort of Mdoch, 
whose name had been used by its priests to compel 
the most barbarous sacrifices. To sum «ip the whole, 
these experienced men of public business, without 
whose intermediation it was pretended the national 
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affairs could not be carried on, could only shelter 
themselves from the charge of unbounded wickedness, 
by pleading their unlimited cowardice, and by poorly 
alleging that for two years they had sat, voted, and 
deliberated, under a system of compulsion and terror. 
So much meanness rendered those who were degra- 
ded by it unfit, not merely to rule, but to live ; and 
yet two-thirds of their number were, according to 
their own decrees, to be intruded on the nation as an 
indispensable portion of its representatives. 

Such was the language held in the assemblies of 
the sections of Paris, who Were the more irritated 
against the domineering and engrossing spirit ex- 
hibited in these usurping enactments, because it was 
impossible to forget that it was their interference, 
and the protection afforded by their National Guard, 
which had saved the Convention from massacre on 
more occasions than one. 

In the meanwhile, reports continued to be made 
from the Primary Assemblies, of their adhesion to the 
constitution, in which they were almost unanimous, 
and of their sentiments concerning the two decrees, 
authorising and commanding the re-election of two- 
thirds of the Convention, on which there existed 
a strong difference of opinion. The Convention, 
determined, at all rates, to carry through with a high 
hand the iniquitous and arbitrary measure which they 
proposed, failed not to make these reports such as 
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they desired them to be, and announced that the 
two decrees had been accepted by a majority of the 
Primary Assemblies. The citixens of Paris diallen- 
ged the accuracy of the returns — allq;ed that $he re- 
ports were fiJsified— dcamanded a scrutiny, and open- 
ly bid defiance to the Convention. Their power of 
meeting together in their sections, on account <^ the 
appeal to the people, gave them an oppcnrtunity of 
feeling their own strength, and encouraging each 
other by speeches and applauses. They were far- 
ther emboldened and animated by men of literary 
talent, whose power was restored with the liberty of 
the press. Finally, they declared their sittings per- 
manent, and that they had the right to protect the li- 
berties of France. The greater part of the National 
Guards were imited on this occasion against the exist- 
ing government ; and nothing less was talked o^ than 
that they should avail themselves of their arms and 
numbers, march down to the Tuilleries, and dictate 
law to the Convention with their muskets, as the re- 
volutionary mob of the suburbs used to do with their 



The Convention, unpopvdar themselves, and em- 
barked in an unpopular cause, began to look anximis- 
ly around for assistance. They chiefly relied on the 
^d of about five thousand regular troops, who were 
assembled in and around Paris. These declared for 
government with the greater readiness, that the insur- 
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rectimi was of a chir»cter decidedly aristocnitical, and 
that the Frrach armies, as ahready repeatedly no- 
ticed, were attached to the Republic. But besides, 
these professional troops entertained the usual de- 
gree of contempt for the National Guards, and on 
this account alcme were quite ready to correct the in- 
solence of the pehins^* or musojiMnSi'^ who usurped 
the dress and character of soldiers. The Conventicm 
had also the assistance of several hundred artillery- 
men, who, since the taking of the Bastille, had been 
alwi^s zealous democrats. Still apprehensive of the 
result, they added to this force anotiier of a more omi- 
nous description. It was a body of volunteers, conrist- 
ing of about fifteen hundred men, whom they chose 
to denominate the Sacred Band, or the Patriots of 
1789. They were gleaned out of the suburbs, and 
from the jails, the r^nnants of the insurrectional bat- 
talions which had formed the body-guard of Hebert 
and Robespierre, wai. had been the instruments by 
which they executed their atrocities. The Convention 
proclaimed them men of the 10th of August— un- 
doubtedly they were also men of the massacres of 
September. It was conceived that the beholding 
such a pack of bloodhounds, ready to be let loose^ 



• Pelnnsy a word of contempt, by which the soldiers distmguished 
those who did not belong to their profession. 

f Muscadinsy fopi— a phrase applied to the better class of Sant 
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might insure horror into the dtisens of Paris, to 
whom their very aspect brought so miaiiy fearful re- 
collections. It did so, but it also inspired hatred ; 
and the number and zeal of the dtisens, oompessating 
for the fiiry of the Terrorists, and for the superior dis- 
dplind of the r^ular troops to be employed against 
them, promised an arduous and doubtfiil conflict. 

Much, it was obvious, must depend upon the cou- 
rage and conduct of the leaders. 

The seedicms employed, as thdr commander-iti- 
chief. General Danican, an old officer of no high re- 
putadon for military skill, but otherwise a worthy and 
sincere man. The Conyention at first made choice of 
Menou, and directed him, supported Ijy a strong mill- 
tary force, to march into the section Le Pelletier, and 
disarm the National Guards of diat district This 
section is one of the most wealthy, and of course 
most aristocratic, in Paris, being inhabited by bank- 
ers, merchants, the wealthiest dass of tradesmen, and 
the better orders in. goieraL Its inhaUtants had 
formerly composed the battalion of National Guards 
des Filles Samt Thomas, the only one which, taking 
part in the defence of the TuiOeries, shared the fate 
of the Swiss Guards upon the memorable 10th of 
August The section centinued to entertain senti- 
ments of the same chai'acter, and when Menou ap- 
peared at the head of his forces, accompanied by La 
Porte, a manber of the Convention, he found the 
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Citizens under lams, and exhibiting such a show of 
resistance, as induced him, after a pariey, to retreat 
without venturing an attack upon diem. 

Menou^s indecision showed that he was not a man 
suited to the times, and he was suspended from his 
onnmand by the Conrentimi, and placed under ar- 
rest. The general management c^afiairs, and the di- 
lection of the Conyentional forces, was then committed 
to Barras ; but the utmost anxiety prevailed among 
the members of the committees by whom government 
was administered, to find a General of nerve and 
decision enough to act under Barras, in the actual 
command of the military force, in a service so delicate, 
and times so menadng. It was then that a few words 
from Barras, addressed to his colleagues, Camot and 
Tallien, decided the fiite of Europe £ot well nigh 
twenty years. " I have the man,^ he said, ** whom 
you want ; a little Corsican officer, who will not stand 
upon ceremony.^ 

The acquaintance of Barras and Buonaparte had 
been, as we have already said, formed at the siege of 
Toulon, and the former had not forgotten the inven- 
tive and decisive genius of the young officer to whom 
the conquest of that dty was to be ascribed. On the 
recommendation of Barras, Buonaparte was sent for. 
He had witnessed the retreat of Menou, and explab- 
ed with much simplicity the causes of that cheeky 
and the modes of resistance which ought to be adopt- 
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ed in case of the apprehended atlack. His expiana- 
tions gave satii^&ction. Buonaparte was placed at 
the head of the Conventional forces, and took all 
the necessary precautions to defend the same palace 
which he had seen attacked and carried by a body of 
insurgents on the 10th of August But he possess- 
ed far more formidaUe means of defence than were 
in the power of the unfortunate Louis. He h^ 
two hundred pieces of ciumon, which his high mili^ 
tary skill enabled him to distribute to the utmost ad- 
vantage. He had more than five thousand regular 
forces, and about fifteen hundred volunteers. He was 
thus jBuabled to defend the whole circuit of the Tuil- 
leries ; to establish posts in all the avenues by which 
it could be approached ; to possess himself of the 
bridges, so as to prevent co-operation between the 
sections which lay on the opposite banks of the river ; 
and finally, to establish a strong reserve in the Place 
Louis Quinze, or, as it was then called. Place de la 
Revolution. Buonaparte had only a few hours to 
make all these arrang^nents, for he was named in 
place of Menou late on the night before the ocmflict. 
' A merely civic army, having no cannon, (for the 
field-pieces, of which each section possessed two, had 
been almost all given up to the Ccmvaition after the 
disarming the suburb of Saint Antoine,) ought to 
have respected so strong a position as the Tuilleries, 
when so formidaUy defended. Their policy should 
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haire been, as in tke days of Henry II., to have bar- 
ricaded the streets at every point, and cooped up the 
CcMQTentional troops within the defensive position 
they had assumed, till want of provisions obliged 
them ta sally at disadvantage, or to surrender. But 
a popular force is generally impatient of delay. The 
retieat of Menon had g^ven them spirit, and they 
^qyprehended, with some show of reason, that the sec- 
tions, if they did not unite their forces, might be at- 
tacked and disarmed separately. They therefore 
resolved to invest the Convention in a hostile man-, 
ner, require of the members to recall the olmoxious 
decrees, and allow the nation to make a &ee and un* 
dictated election of its representatives. 

On the ISth Vendemaire, corresponding to the 
4th October, the civil afi&ay, commonly called the 
Day of the Sections, took place. The National 
Guards assembled, to the number of thirty thousand 
men and upwards, but having no artillery. They 
advanced by different avenues, in dose columns, but 
everywhere found the most formidable resistance. 
One large force occupied the quais on the left bank 
of the Seine, threatening the palace from that side 
of the river. Another strong division advanced 
on the Tuilleries, through the street of St Honor6, 
designing to debouche on the palace, where the 
Convention was sittbg, by the Rue de TEchelle. 
They did so, without duly reflcctwg that they were 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



NAPOLEON BUONAPARTK. 75 

flankeid on most points by strong posts in the lanes 
and crossings, defended by artillery. 

The contest began in the Rue St Honor6. Buo- 
naparte had established a strong post with two 
guns at ^e Cul-de-Sac Dauphine, opposite to the 
Church of St Roche. He permitted the imprudent 
Parisians to involve their long and dense columns 
in the narrow street without interruption, until 
they established a body of gr^iadiers in the front 
of the church, and opposite to the position at the 
Cui-de-Sac. Each party, as usual, throws on the 
other the blame of commencing the civil contest for 
which both were prepared. But all agree the firing 
commenced with musketry. It was instantly follow- 
ed by discharges of gn^shot and caanister, whidi, 
pointed as the guns were, upon thick columns <^ the 
National Guards, arranged on the quays and in the 
narrow streets, made an astounding carnage. The 
National Guards ofPered a brave resistance, and evetf 
attempted to rush on the artillery, and carry the guns 
by main force. But a measure which is desperate 
enough in the open field, becomes impossible when 
the road to assault lies through narrow streets, which 
are swept by the cannon at every ^Uscharge. The 
citizens were compelled to g^ve way. By a more ju« 
dicious arrangement of their respective forces dif- 
ferent results might have been hoped ; but how 
could Danican in any circumstances have competed 
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with BaoMparte ? The affiiir, in which seyeral hun- 
dred men were killed and wounded, was tenninated as 
a general action ip about an hour; and the victorious 
troops of the Convention, marching into the different 
secticms, completed the dispersion and disarming of 
their opponents, an operation which lasted till late 
at night 

The Convention used this victory with the mode- 
ration which recollection of the Reign of Terror had 
ini^ired. Only two perscms suffered death for the 
Day of the Sections. One of them. La Fond, had 
been a Garde de Corps, was distinguished for his in- 
trepidity, and repeatedly rallied the National Guard 
under the storm of grape-shot Several other persons 
having fled, were in their absence cajntaUy condemn- 
ed, but were not strictly looked after ; and depor- 
tation was the punishment inflicted upon others. 
The accused were indebted for this clemency chiefly 
to the interference of those members of C<mvention, 
who, themselves exiled on the 81st of May, had suf* 
fered persecution, and learned mercy. 

The Convention showed themselves at the same 
time liberal to their protectors. General Berruyer, 
who commanded the volunteers of 1789, and other 
general officers employed on the Day of the Sections, 
were loaded with praises and preferment. But a se- 
parate triumph was destined to Buonaparte, as the 
hero of the day. Five days after the battle, Barras 
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solicited the attentioii of the ConveoAxm to the yoong 
offieer, by whose prompt and skilful dispositions the 
Tuilleries had been pi^tected on the 13th Vende- 
maire, and proposed that they should improve of 
General Buonaparte^s appointment as second in com- 
mand of the Army of the Interior, Barras himsdf 
still remaining commander-in-chief. The proposal 
was adopted by acclamation. The Contention re- 
tained their resentment agamst Menou, wlunn they 
suspected of treachery ; but Buonaparte interfering 
as a mediator, they were content to look otct his 
onence* 

After this decided triumph over their opponents, the 
Convention ostensibly laid down their authority, and 
retiring from the scene in their present character, ap~ 
peared upon it anew in that of a Primary Assembly, 
in order to make choice of such of thdr members as, 
by virtue of the decrees of two-thirds, as they were 
called, were to remain on the stage, as members of 
the Le^lative Coundls of Elders and Five Hun-, 
dred. 

After this change of names and dresses, resembling 
the shifte of a strolling company of players, the two- 
thirds of the old Convention, with one-third of 
members newly elected, took upon them the admini- 
stration of the new constitution. The two re-elect^ 
ed thirds formed a large proportion of the coun- 
cils, and were, in some respects, much like those 
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unfortunate women, who, gathered from jsSh wd 
from the streets of the metropolis, have been some?- 
times sent out to foreign settlements ; and, however 
profligate thdbr former lives may have been, often 
r^ain character, and become tolerable m^nbers of 
society, in a change of scoie and jrituation. 

The Directory consisted of Barras, Sieyes,Reubel, 
Latoumeur de la Mandie, and Reveilliere Lqpaox, 
to the e»Jludon of Tallien, who was deeply offended. 
Four of these Directors were reformed Jacobins, <Nr 
Thermidoriens; the fifth, Beveilliere Lepaux^ was 
esteemed a Girondist. Sieyes, whose taste was raAer 
for speculating in politics than acting in them, de- 
dined what he qpnsidered a hasardous office, and 
was replaced by Camot. 

The nature of the insurrection of the Sections was 
not ostensibly royalist, but several of its leaders were 
of that party in secret, and, if successftd, it would 
most certainly have assumed that complexion* Thus, 
the first step of Napoleon^'s rise commenced by the 
destruction of the hopes of the House of BourUm, 
under the reviving influence of which, twenty years 
afterwards, he himself was obliged to succumb. But 
the long path which closed so darkly, was now open- 
ing upon him in light and joy. Buonaparte^s high 
services, and the rank which he had obtained, r^i* 
dered him now a young man of the first hope and 
expectation, minglbg on terms of consideration 
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among the rulers of the ftote, instead of beuig re- 
garded as a neglected strangar, supporting hunself 
with difficulty, and haunting public offices and ba- 
reaux in vain, to obtain some chance t)fprefierment, 
or even employment 

From seocmd in command, the new Greneral soon 
became General-in-chief of the Army of the Interior^ 
Barras having found his duties as a IMreetor were 
incompatible with those of military command. He 
employed his genius, equally prompt and profound, 
in improying the state of the military forces ; mad^ in 
ordw to prevent the recurrence of such insurrectiem 
as that of the 13th Vendemaire, or Day of the See* 
tions, and as the many others l^ which it was pre* 
ceded, he appointed and oi^anized a guard for the 
protection of the Heinresentatdve Body. 

As the dearth of bread, and other causes of dia- 
a£Pectk>n, continued to produce commoti(ms in Paris, 
the General of ^ Interior was sometimes obliged 
ta oppose them with the military force. On one 
occasion, it is said, that when Buonaparte was 
anxiously admonishing the multitude to disperse, 
a very bulky woman exhorted them to keep their 
ground. " Never mind these coxcombs with the 
epaulettes,'' she said ; " they do not care if we, are 
all starved, so they themselves feed and get fiit.''— 
<' Look at me, good woman,'' said Buonaparte, who 
was then as thin as a shadow, '^ and tell me whieh is 
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the fiitter of us twoJ^ This turned the laugh against 
the Amazon, and the rabble dispersed in good-hu^ 
mour. If not among the most distinguished of Na- 
poleon'^s victories, this is certainly worthy of record, 
as achieved at the least cost. 

Meantime drcumstances, which we will relate ac- 
cording to his own statement, introduced Buona- 
parte to an acquaintance, which was destined to have 
much influence on his foture fate. A fine boy, of ten 
or twelve years old, presented himself at the levee of 
the General of the Interior, with a request of a na- 
ture unusually interesting. He stated his name to 
be Eugene Beauhamois, son of the ci-devant Vi* 
comte de Beauhamois, who, adhering to the revo- 
lutionary party, had been a general in the Republi- 
can service upon the Rhine, and falling under the 
causeless suspicion of the Committee of Public Safe- 
ty, was delivered to the Revolutionary Tribunal, and 
feu by its sentence just four days befiire the overdirow 
of Robespierre. Eugene was come to request of Buo- 
naparte, as General of the Interior, that his father's 
sword might be restored to him. The prayer of the 
young supplicant was as interesting as his manners 
were engaging, and Napoleon felt so much interest 4n 
him, that he was induced to cultivate the acquaint- 
ance of Eugene\s mother, afterwards the Empress 
Josephine. 

This lady was a Creolian, the daughter of a planter 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



NAPOLEON BUONAPAKTA. 81 

in St Domingo. Her name at full length was Marie 
Joseph Rose Tasdier de la Pagerie. She bad suF- 
fered her share of revolutionary miseries. After her 
husband. General Beauhamois, had been deprived of 
his command, she was arrested as a suspected person, 
and detained in prison till the general libemtioii, which 
iBucceeded the revolution of 8th Thernudor. While 
in confinement, Madame Beauhamois had formed an 
intimacy with a companion in distress, Madaitoe Fob- 
tenai, now Madame Tallien, from which she derived 
great advantages after her friend's marriage. With 
a remarkably graceful person, amiable manners, and 
an inexhaustible fund of good-humour, Madwene 
BeauhanK>is was formed to be an cnrnam^it lo society. 
Barra^ the Th^rmidcnrien hero, himself an ex-noble, 
was fend of sodety, desirous of enjoying it on an 
agreeable scale, and of washing away the dregs idiicdl 
Jacobinism had mingled with all the dearest'interests 
of life. He loved show, too, and pleasure, tmd tas^bt 
now indulge lK)th without the risk of fidling under 
the suspioion of incivism,, wbiqh, in the reign of 
Terror, would have been incunred by any attempt to 
intermingle elegance with the enjoyments of social in- 
tercourse* At the Apar tmenta which he occupied, as 
one of the Directory, in the Luxemburg Palace, he 
gave its free course to his natural taste, and assembled 
an agreeable society of both sexes. Madame Tallien 
and her friend formed the soul of these assemblies, and 
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U wft8 iupposed that Birras was nut loseiisUile to the 
diarms of Madame Beaubamoi^-^ rumour which 
was lik^ to arise» whether with or without ibunda- 
iicai. 

When Madame Beauharooia and General Buona- 
parte became intimate^ the latter astures U8» and we 
aee no reaioa to doubt him, that although the lady 
was two or three yean older than himself,* yet bang 
still in the full bloom of beauty, and extremely agree- 
able in her mannas, he was induced, solely by her 
{lersonal charms, to make her an offer of his hand, 
heart, and Iprtuoes,— -Uttle supposii^, of omrse^ to 
what a pitch the latter were to arise. 

Although he himself is said to have been a fatalist, 
bdiariB^ in destiny and in the influence of his star, 
lie knew nothing, probably, of the prediction of a 
jnqgEo sorceress, who, while Marie Josei^ was but a 
.child, prophesied die should rise to a dignity greater 
than that of a q^een, yet fall from it before her death.f 



* BaonapaM was then in hw twenty-sixth year. Josephine gvre 
faendf In tiie mwaoMgp toatmBt for twenQr-d^t 

•f- A lady of high rank, who Iiappened to live for some time in the 
bame convent at Paris, where Josephine was also a pensioner or 
lM>afdcr^ heaid bar mention the prophecy, and told it herself to the 
author, just about t}ie time of the Italian expedition, when Buona- 
parte was beginning to attract notice. Another clause is usually added 
to the prediction — that the party whom it concerned should die in an 
.hospital, which was afterwards ei^lained as re&cring to Malmaiswi« 
This the author did not hear from the same authority. The lady 
mentioned used lo speak in the highest terms of the simple manners 
and great kindness of JMadame Beauharnois. 
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liiis was one of dioie vague auguries, delivered at 
raodpin by &oh or fappoetor^ which the caprice qC 
VorUine s<»wtii*«i matches with a oorresponding aii4 
ewbnomg eveat Bat widipui trusting to the Atn^ 
am sit^Ps predktiop, BuoMparte may ha^e formed 
Us thatch under the aiuipicels of ambition as well af 
lore. Tl» itorryiihg Madame BeauhftrpcJA wfs n 
mean of uniting his fartwie with thos^ qf Barrm 
and aUBen, die first rf whom governed Fiwpe W 
one of the Directors ; and the last* from t|dent$ 
and political comiex]<»is, had scarcely inferior in* 
fluence. He had ah'eady deserved wdl of them for 
his ccmduct on the Day of the Sections, but he requi- 
red thdr countenance to rise still higher; and with- 
out derogating from the bride^s merits, we may sup* 
pose her influence in their sodety corresponded with 
the views of her lover. It is, however, cert^, that 
he always regarded her with peculiar affection ; that 
he relied on her fate, whidi he coniddered as linked 
with and strengthening his own ; and reposed, besides, 
considerable ccHifidence in Josei^ine^s tact and ad- 
dress in political business. She had at all times the 
art of mitigating his temper, and turning aside the 
hasty determinations of his angry moments, not by 
directly opposing, but by gradually panying and dis- 
arming them. It must be added to her great praise, 
that she was always a willing, and often a successful 
advocate, in the cause of humanity. 
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They were married 9tb March 1796; and the 
dowery of the bride was the chief commaBd of the 
ItaHan armies, a scene which opened a foil career to 
the ambition of the youthful General. Buonaparte 
remained with his wife cmly three days after bis nunv 
riage, hastened to see his family, who were still at 
Marseilles, and, having enjoyed the pleasure of ex* 
hilnthig himself as a favoimte of Fortune in the ci^ 
which he had lately left in the capacity of an indi- 
gent adventurer, proceeded rapidly to commence the 
career to which Fate called him, by placing himadf 
At the head of die Italian amy. 
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CHAPTER III. 

J%e JifB.^^Feeitn§* and View ^ Bwimmfmrtt mi M^ ti§^ 
painted to the Command of the Army of Itaiy-^General Ac^ 
count of hie new Principles of Warfare — Mountainoue 
Countriee peeuHarfy fttceurMe to them.*^Retreepeei pf 
Military Pvoceedmge eittce Octeker ItU.'^BMmy^^ 
French Government to the Pope, — Massacre of the French 
Envoy BasseviUe, at Rome* — Austrian Army under Beau* 
lieu.'^Ndpoieon's Pkmfor enteriny Itaiy^BatUe ofMwU 
I<JkU, and BiumapaHe'9firH VitO^rj^Ayikin dqfeaU the 
AuMtrians at Miltesimo — andagain under CoUi^^Takespou 
session of Cherasco^Kingof Sardinia requests an Armistice, 
which leads to a Peace, eowduded on very severe 7Vrm#.— 
Cioeeqfthe Piedmmdese Campaign^-^ N ape l e oM ^s Charmter 
at this period. 

Napoleon has himself observed, that no country 
in the world i» more distinctly marked out by tta 
natural boundaries than Italy. The Alpa seon a 
barrier erected by Nature herself^ on which she has 
inscribed in gigantic ebatactersy ^ Here let Ambi- 
tion be stud.^ Yet this tremendous circumvallation 
of mountains, as it could not prevent the ancient 
BcHosans from breaking out to desdate the worlds so 
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it has been in like manner fcmnd, ever tinoe the dajs 
of HannUbal, unequal to ^protect Italy hendf from 
inyanon. The French nation, in the times of which 
we treat, qK>ke indeed of the Alps as a natural 
boundary, so far as to authorise them to daim all 
which lay on the western side of these mountains^ as 
naturally pertaining to their dominions; but they 
never deigned to respect them as such, when the 
question req^eeted th^ invadii^ on their own part 
ihe territories of other states, which lay on c^ beyond 
the formidaUe firontica-. They assumed the law of 
Batural linnts as an unohallengeaUe rule when it 
made in fsiyour of France, but never allowed it to be 
quoted against her interest 

Doring the Revolutionary War, the general fi>r« 
tune of battle had varied from time to time in the 
ndghbourhood of these mighty boundaries* The 
Kiag of Sardinia possessed almost all the fortresses 
which command the passes on these mountains, and 
had therefcHre been sud to wear the keys of the Alps 
at his gtrdle4 He bad indeed lost his Dukedom of 
Savoy, and the County of Nice, in the last earn- 
pikign ; but he still mamtained in oppositkni to the 
FtetHh a vary coa^derable army, and was supporl- 
^ by Itts powerfbl ally the Emf&tat of Austria, al- 
ways vigihttit regMding that rich and beautifid poi^ 
Uon of his dominions which Hes in the north of Italy. 
The firootiers of Piedmont were therefore eovered 
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by « siRittg Aintro-S»dbiin army, opposed to the 
French »mtet to wiiidi Napdcon bad been jmi 
nttned CoBuminder^in-ciiigf. A strong Neapditaii 
ibrce Wis also to be added, so thait in genend duon 
bers their qpponents were madi luperior to iho 
French ; but a great part of this force was cooped 
up in g»risott8 wfaidi could not be abandoned. 

It nay be imagnied with what delight the Gene, 
ral, scarce aged twenty^x, adraaoed to an iade* 
pendent field of gbry and eonqaest, oonfident in his 
own powers, and in tile perfiset knowledge of the 
eountrj, a^ueh he had aequired when, by his leisn 
t^ pUns of die eampngn, he had ambled QeaenA 
Doncnrbion to drive the Austrians back, and obtun 
possesiaon of die Col di Tende, Saorgio, «id* the 
gorges of the higher Alps. Biionaparte*s a^iefo* 
meats had hitherto been under the aospiees of otherii 
He made the dispositions before Toidon, bi^ it was 
Dugommier who had the credit of taking the f^aea 
Dnmorlnon, as we have just sud, obtained the me- 
rit of the advantages in PiedflMmt. Even in the 
<nvil turmoil of Id Vendemairey his actual umcm 
had been overshadowed by the official digra^ of 
Barms, a» Connnattdei^in-ehief. But if he reaped 
honour in Italy, the success wonkl be exdunvely 
Us own; and thatprottd heart nmst have timibbed 
to meet danger upon such teims ; that keen spHrtt 
haw tmieA to cKsoover the means of tsuccess. 
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For viotory, he ftlM dneAy upcm a system of 
Uctics bkheito unpractited in war, cnr at kaat upon 
aoy oonaideraUe or unifttm scale. It nuty not be 
lumcoeMary to paoae, to take a general view e€ tlie 
princqplea wbidi be now called into action; 

Nations in the savage state, bang coostaittly en? 
gaged in war, always form for Aemsrives some.pe* 
cnliar mode of figlHing* suited to the country they 
inhabit^ and to the mede in which th^ are anned. 
Tb^ Nortb^American Indian becomes formidaUe as 
a rifleman or shaxpAoota*, lays anrimscades in his 
pathlesa forests, and practises all the arts of irregular 
War. The Arab, cur Scythian, manoeuvres Us doiids 
^ cavaby, so as to envelope and destroy hk emtmj 
in hiadeserts by sudden onsets, rapid retreats, and 
unexpected rallies; desohUiBg the country around, 
cutting o£P his antagonistV supplies, and practising, 
in short, the speoes of war proper to a people mipes 
rior in light cavabry. 

The first stage of dvilixation is less favoucaUe to 
Ittccess in war. As a nation advances in the peaceful 
arts, and the character, of the. soldieff b^;ins to be 
less. famiUarly united with that of the citiseo, this 
system of natural tactics falls out of practice; and 
when foipeign invasion, or civil broils^ call the inha- 
bitants to armsi^ they have no idea save that of find- 
ii^ out the enemy, rushing upon him, and eomaafe- 
ting the event to superior straigth, bravery, or num- 
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berg. An example nmy be seeii in the great Civil War 
of SUigkuM], where men fought on both sides, in aU 
most every county of the km/fdaokf without any com^ 
Unation, or exact idea of uniting in mutual support, 
or manoeuvring so as to fiH'm tb^ insulated band« 
^toanaro^of prqKmderatingforoe, Atkaatywbai 
was attempted for that purpose must have been on 
the rudest plan possible, whece, evoi in actual figbc, 
that part of an anny which obtained any advantage, 
pursued it as £sr as they oould, instead of using 
their success for the support of their companions ; so 
that the miun body was often defeated when a vieto- 
ri<His wing was in pursiut of those whcnn their first 
wset had broken. 

But as war becomes a profession, and a subject of 
deep study, it is gradually discovered, that the prin^ 
aples ai tactics depend upcm mathematical and arith- 
metical scienoe^ and that the commandef will be victo. 
nous who can assemble the greatest number of forces 
upon the same p<Mnt at the same moment^ notwith- 
standing an inferiority of numbers to the enany when 
the general force is computed on both sides. No man 
ever possessed in a greater degree than Bumi^Murtcv 
the power of calculation and combinati<Hi neoessary 
for directing such decifflve manoeuvres. It constituted 
indeed his secret— as it was for some time called — 
^ and that secret consisted in an imagination fertile 
in expedients which would never have occurred to 
17 
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oiher»; cImvimbib atid pnaskfa m fornmighfs finnn 
a Hiode ct directbg with eertainty the separate mo^ 
Ting columns which wore to enecute them, hj ar- 
ranging so, that eadi division should arrire on the 
destined pontion at the exact time when their senrioe 
was necessary ; and above all, in the knowledge which 
enabled such a nunteNSpirit to choose the most 
fitting sabonfinate implements, to attach them to his 
person, and, bj exfdaining to them so much of Iris 
plan as it was necessary each should execute, to se* 
cure the exertion of their utmost alnlity in carrying 
it into ewct. 

Thus, not only were his manceuvres, however da- 
ring, executed with a precision whidi wariike opera* 
ticms had not attuned before his time ; but they were 
also performed with a celerity whidi gate them almost 
idways the eflect of surprise. Napoleon was Kke 
lightning in the eyes of his enemies ; and when re* 
peirted experience had taught them to expect this 
portentous raindity of movement, it sometimes in- 
duced his opponents to wait, in a dubious and he^ 
sitadng posture, for attacks, which, with less appre- 
henrion of their antagonist, they would have thought 
it more prudent to frustrate and to anticipate. 

Chreat sacrifices were necessary to enable the French 
troops to move with that degree of celerity which 
Buonaparte^s combinations required. He made no 
allowance for impediments or unexpected obstacles ; 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



KAPOLEOK fcUO^f AFAUTE. 91 

the time fHrieh he httd admikt«d for QiKeetiiio» ai 
tMiMtianm {HMoribad, was on no acemmt to be«(« 
oetMkd— every sa^fice was to be made of ba^fage, 
strn^^s, eten artiU^, rather Umbi the eokiniii 
shoekl artire too late at the ^paimt of its deitttialtop. 
Hence, all that had hkherlo been eoniideMd as ea« 
seiH^l not only to the heaMi, bort to the very enit* 
eilee of an army, was in a great meamire dispeiised 
With HI tiw French service ; and, fiir the first ttme^ 
troops were seen to take the field widiout tents, wtdu 
out camp-equipage, wiUioat magasines of provisioBS, 
without military hospitals; — the sddiers ealkig aa 
they could, sleeping where they oould, dying where 
they could; but still advandng, still eoiabatii^, and 
still victorious. 

It is true, that the abandomnrat c£ evary otijeet, 
save success in the field, augmei^ed firig^uUy all 
the umial horrors of war. The soldier, widi ara» in 
his hands, and wanting bread, became a BMiaudcr in 
s^-defence ; and, in sufqilying his wants by rapine, 
i&A mtsdiief to the inludntants in a degree infiaiiely 
beyond the benefit he himsdf received ; for it bh^ 
be sttd of mflitary requisition, as truly as of despot^ 
ism, timi it resembles the proceedings of a savi^^ 
who cuts down a tree to come at the firuit Still, 
though purchased at a high rate, that advantage was 
gained by this rapid system ot tactics, which in a 
slower progress, during whidi the soldier was ve^ 
gularly maintained, and kept under the restraint of 
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diieipttoe, mi^ luire beta rmUred doubtTiiL I^ 
wittl^d the amy through dmtmp fii%iie, msiA aU Hm 
Quwequeneee of want and toil ; but 8tUI the vicUMj 
wtm attained, and that was «9oiigh to make the siur* 
viron f<»rget thm hardships, and to draw forth new 
ncaniks to refdaee the faUen. Pati^it of labottrs, 
light of heart and temp^, and elated by success be. 
yond all painful reodlections, the French soldiers, 
were the tery mat calculated to execute this deqpe^ 
rate spedea of service under a <^ief, who, their sa» 
gaeky soon discovered, was sure to lead to victory all. 
tbose, who could sustain the bardshipa by which i^ 
was to be won. 

The character of the mountainous countries 
among which he was for the first time to exer^se^ 
his system,^ was big^y favourable to Buonaparte^s 
viefm. F^resentu^ many linea and d^fensib^ posl* 
taoBs, it induced the Austrian generals to become sta. 
tionary, and occupy a considerable extent of ground^ 
acoor^ng to their old system of tactics. But though 
^boonding in such positions as might ajt first si|^ 
^eem absolutely im|^egnable,and were too often tri^st*^ 
ed to as such,^ the mountains also exhibited to tbi^ 
pagadbus eye of a great Captain, gorges, defile^ and 
difficult and unsuspected points of access, by which 
he could turn the portions that appeared in front 
40 formidable; and, by threatening them on the 
flank and on the rear, compel the enemy to a battle 
at disadvantage, or to a retreat with loss. 
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The forces which' Buonaparte had undechis com* 
mmsd, were between fifty and srxty thousand good 
croopsy having, many of them, been brought from the 
Spanish campaign, in consequence of the peace with 
that country ; but very indifferently provided with 
clothing, and suffiuing from the hardships they had 
endured in those mountidnous, barren, and cold 
regions. The cavahy, in paiticular, were in very 
poor order ; but the nature of their new field of i^ 
tion not admitting of their being much employed, 
rendered this of less consequence. The misery of 
the French army, until these Alpine oampiugns were 
victoriously closed by the armistice of C%erasco, 
could, according to Bucmaparte^s authority,* scarce 
t^ear description. The dScers for several years had 
received no more than ei^t livres a-monih (twenty- 
pen^ sterlm^ a^ week) in name of pay, and staff- 
^officers had not amongst themi a single horse. Ber- 
^ier preserved, as a curiosity, an order, dated on ibe 
^sy ot the victory of Albenga, wMoh' munifioMCty 
conferred a gratuity of three Louis d\>r upon every 
general of division.-f- Among the g^nends to whom 

*» Atoaaolw ^gkes k St Hetona, ioo» la dict^ede r Kmp ap w i i> vol. 
iii. p. 161. 

•f- This piece of generosity reminds ns of Hie liberality ot tlie Kings 
^BwPtford toihtfarfeii^iribridgBib f W i 

FirU KtHg* Here, take fife guineas to these warlike men. 

Second King* And here, five more, which makes the sum just ten. 

Herald, We ha¥c not seen so much the Lord knows when ! 
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thbdoBntion was rendered accepuUe by tlmr wants, 
were, or nuglit have been, maay whose Barnes became 
afterwafdf the praise and dread of war. Aagereatl^ 
Massena, Sermrier, Joubert, Lasnes, and Murat, 
all generals of the first oonmd^ation, served uoder 
BnoDiqMtfte in the Italian campidgB. 

The fioidtiim of the French army had repeatedly 
¥farted sinee October 1791^9 9itt^ the skirmbb at 
Caito. At that tiane the extreme left of ^ ttne^ 
which extended from south to north, rested upon the 
CM d^Argenthie, and communicated with the higher 
Alps^-^he centre wa^ on the Col di Tende ai^ 
Moei Bertrand*— (he left occupied the hd^ts of 
8aint B^rtnmd, Saint Jaoques, and other ridges mn* 
aii^ in the same dsrectiofiy wfaieh terminated on the 
ifedilernmean shcnre, near Finale. 

The AustrianS) strongly^ r^nfi^rced, attacked tins 
Jino, and eaiml the heigbts o[ M<mt Siunt Jacquea; 
Md GeUmnami, after a vain attempt to regain that 
poiiU of his posllion, retrented to the fine of deft^ee 
m«fe weatwardi which rests on Borgbetto. SJelfor* 
osum*, an active and good brigade officer, but without 
s uffici e n t talent to fiei«sX?ommander»in.cbie^ was 
superseded,' sind Scherer was placed in command of 
the Army of Italy. He risked a. battle with the Aus- 
trians near Loano, in whtoh the talents of Maseeiui 
and Augereau were conspicuous ; and by the victory 
which ensued, the French regained the line of Saint 
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Jacques am) Finale, which Ketlermaim bad been 
forced lo abandon ; io ihat, in a general pcant of 
view, the rdative position of the two opposed anniea 
was not very difi^nt from that in which they had 
been left by Buonqparte. 

But though Scborer had been thus far vidorious, 
be itras not the person to whom the Directory desi* 
red to intrust the daring plan of assuming the offm* 
mt on a grmd scale upon the Alpine frontier, and^ 
by carrying their arms into Italy, oomp^ing the 
Austrians to defend themselves in that quarter, and 
lo diminish the gigantic efforts which that power had 
hitherto omtinued with varied success, but umdiated 
vi^ur, upon the Bliine. The rulers of France had 
a farther object in this bold sdieme. They desbed 
to intimidate, or annihilate and dethrone the Pope. 
He was odious to them as Head of the Church, be«- 
cause the attacbmait of the Vteaach diergy to the 
Boman See, and the pwits of conscience which rest- 
ed upon that dependence, had oocasiimed the rw^ ' 
sancy of the priests, especiaUy of those who were 
most esteemed by tlie people, to take the constitu- 
tional oath. To the P<^, and bis claims of suprei. 
macy, were therefore laid the charge of the giest 
civil war in La Vendue, and the general dissafleetion 
of the Catholics in the south of France. 

But diis was not the only cause of the animosity 
entertained by the Directory against the Head of tlie 
Catholic Church. They liad, three years before, sus* 
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taitiad im actual iojury trom the See of Rome, whkh 
wa9 jti unavenged. The peopk of Borne were ex- 
trenidy provoked that the French rending there, 
and particukrly the young artkts, had diq^yed the 
three-coloured cockade, and were propoemg to ec* 
bibk the eeaUAeon contmihig the emUems of the 
RftpuUie ovor the domr of the Fr^och ooittuL The 
Popc» tfanogh h» nnnister, had intimated hia de* 
me that Amm abonld not be atteinpted, as he had 
not ack n anr ledg ed the RepuMb as a l^tiniate go- 
venunent The Frendi, however, pursued their 
purpose; amd the consequence was, that a popid» 
cosMnotion arose, which the Papal troops did not 
greatly exert themselves to suppress. The car- 
riage of the French Bnvoy, or Cbargi des Affiures^ 
nsHied Basseville, was attacked in the streets, and 
dmsed bonie; his house-was broken into by the mob, 
MdiJie htmself^ unarmed and unresisting, was cmeU 
ly assaasirrated. The French' government conndef- 
ed tbisfevy naturaUyaa^a gros$ insult, and were the 
move defiirous '4f avenging - it^ thlat by doing so* they 
'W<Hikl approaeh nearer to the digniied cotiduet of 
the Roman Republic, which, in good or evil^ seems 
aiwi^s to have been their model The afiiir hap- 
pened in 1793) but was not forgotten in 1796« 

The original idea entertained by the French go- 
vernment for pi*osecuting their resentment, had been 
by a proposed landing at Civita Vecchia with an army 
of ten thousand men, marching to Rome, and exact- 
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irtg from the Pontiff complete atonement for the tnur* 
der of Basseville. But as the English fleet rode un- 
opposed in the MecUtenranean, it became a matter of 
very doubtful success to tranqwrt such a body of 
troops to Civita Vecchia by sea, not to mention the 
dMmce that, even if safely landed, they would bare 
found themselves in the centre of Italy, cut off from 
supplies and succours, assaulted on all hands, and 
most probably blockaded by the British fleet Buo- 
naparte, who was consulted, recommended that the 
north of Italy should be first conquered, in order 
that .Rome mi^t be with safety* appitiached and 
chastised ; and this scheme^ thou^ in iqt^pearaiioe 
scarce a less bold measure, was a much safer one 
than die Directory had at first indined to, since 
Buonaparte would only approach Rome in the event 
of his being able to preserve his communications 
with, Lombardy and Tuscany, wluch he must con- 
quer in the first place. 

The plan of crossing the Alps and marching into 
Italy, suited in every respect the ambitious and self** 
confident character of the General to whom it was 
now intrusted. It gave. him a separate and inde« 
pendent authority, and the powa* of acting on his 
own judgment and responsibility; for his country* 
knan Salicetti, the d^mty who accompanied him as 
commissioner of the government, was not probably 
;aiuch disposed to intrude his ofHuions. He had been 
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Bwnmptatt'M patroo, and was still his friend. The 
young Greneral^s mind was made up to the alterna- 
tive of conquest or ruin, as may be judged from his 
words to a friend at taking leave of him. ^^ In three 
months,^ he said, ^^ I will be either at Milan or at 
Paris r intimating at once his desperate resolution to 
succeed, and hb sense that the disappcnntment of all 
bia prospects must be the consequence of a failure. 
With the same view of animating his followers to 
ambitious hopes, he addressed the Army of Italy to 
the following purpose :— ^< Soldiers, you are hungry 
and naked— -The Republic owes you much, but she 
has not the means to acquit herself oi her debts. 
The patience with which you support your hard- 
idups among these barren rocks is admirable, but it 
cannot procure you glory. I am come to lead you 
into the most fertile plains that the sun beholds— 
Rich provinces^ opulent towns, all shall be at your 
disposal — Soldiers, with such a prospect before you, 
can you fail in courage and c(mstancy ?^ This was 
showing the deer to the hound wh^i the leash is 
about to be slipped. 

The Austro-Sardinian army, to which Buonaparte 
was opposed, was commanded by Beaulieu, an Aus- 
trian general of great experience and some taknt, 
but no less than seventy-five years old; accustcmied 
all his life to the ancient rules of tactics, and unlike- 
ly to suspect, anticipate, or frustrate, those plans, 
formed by a genius so fertile as that of Napoleon. 
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' Buokiaparte^s plan for entering Italy differed from 
tbat of former conquerors and invaders, who had 
appMached that fide country by penetrating or sur. 
ttiblinting at some point or other her Alpine barriers. 
This inventive warrior resolved to attain the same 
objck^t, by turning round the southern extremity of 
tKe Alpihie range, keeping as cidse as possible to the 
shdn^ of th^ Mediterranean, and paseang through 
^ Gteno^ito territory by the narrow pass called the 
fioecbeta, leading around the extremity of the moun- 
tiuiis, and betwixt these and the sea. Thus he pro- 
posed to penetrate into Italy by the lowest level 
i^hich the surface of the country presented, w^ich 
must be of course where the ratige of the Alps unites 
#ith that of the Apennines. The point of junction 
where these two immense ranges of mountains touch 
Upon each other, is at the bights of Mount Saint 
Jacques, above G-enoa, where the Alps, running 
north-westward, ascend to Mont Blanc, their high- 
est peak, and the Apenmnes, running to the south- 
east, gradually elevate themselves to Monte Velino, 
the tallest mountain of the range. 

To attain his object of turning the Alps in the 
manner proposed, it was necessary that Buonaparte 
should totally change the situation of his army ; those 
ckscupying a defensive line, running north and south, 
being to assume an offensive position, extending ea^t 
and west. Speaking of an army as of a battalion, he 
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was to form into column upon the right of the line 
which be had hitherto occupied. This was an ex- 
tremely delicate operation, to be undertaken in pre* 
sence of an active enemy, his superior in numbers;- 
nor was he permitted to execute it uninterruptecL 

No sooner did Beaulieu learn that the French » 
general was concentrating his forces, and about ta 
change his position^.than he hastened to preseryet 
Gr^oa, without possession of which, or at least of 
the adjacent territory, Buonaparte^s sdheme of ad* 
vance could scarce have been accomplidied. The 
Austrian divided his army into three bodies. Cdli, 
at the head of a Sardinian division, he stationed on 
the extreme right at Ceva; his centre divisi<»i, un-* 
der D^Argenteau, having its head at Sasiello, had 
directions to march on a mountain called Monte 
Nptte,. with two villages of the same name, ne^u* to 
which was a strong position at a place called Mon-. 
telegino, which the French had occupied in order to 
cover their flank during their march towards the 
east* At the head of his left wing, Beaulieu him-« 
self moved from Novi upon Voltri, a small town 
within ten miles of Genoa, for the protection of that 
^nciait city, whose independence and neutrality ware 
like to be held in littie reverence. Thus it appears, 
that while the French were endeavouring to pene^ 
trate into Italy by an advance from Sardinia by the 
way of Genoa, their line. pf: march was threatened 
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by three armies o^ Austro-Sardinians, descending 
from the skirts of the Alps, and menacing to attack 
their flank. But, though a skilful disposition, Beau- 
lieu'^8 had, from the very mountainous character of 
{he country, the great disadvantage of wanting con- 
nexion between the three separate divisions; nei- 
ther, if needful, could they be easily united on any 
point desired, while the lower line, on which the 
French moved, permitted constant communication 
and co-operation. 

On the 10th of April 1796, D'Argenteau, with 
the central division of the Austro-Sardinian army, 
descended upon Monte Notte, while Beaulieu On the 
left attacked the van of the French army, which harf 
come as far as Voltri. Greneral Cervoni, command- 
ing the French division which sustained the attack 
of Beaulieu, was compelled to fall back on the main 
body of his countrymen ; and hod the assault of D"*- 
Argenteau been equally animated, or equally suc*- 
cessful, the fame of Buonaparte might have been sti- 
fled in the birth. But Colonel Rampon, a French 
officer, who commanded the redoubts near Monte- 
legino, stopped the progress of D'Argenteau bythe 
most determined resistance. At the head of not more 
than fifteen hundred men, whom he inspired with 
his own courage, and caused to swear either to main- 
fain their post or die there, he continued to defend 
the redoubts, during the whole of the 11th, Until 
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D'Argenteau, whoie conduct vaa afterwards gnjiUy 
blamed for not making mcMre determined efforts to 
carry them, drew off bis forces for tbe evening* in* 
tending to renew tbe attack next momii^. 

But on tbe morning of tbe 12tb, tbe Austrian 
general found himselfsurroundedwitb enemies. Ger« 
voni, wbo retreated before BeauUeu, bad united him^ 
self witb La Harpe, and both advancing northward 
during tbe night of the lltb, established tbemselre* 
in tbe rear of tbe redoubts of Montelegpuo, wluch 
Rampon had so gallantly defended* This was not all. 
The divisions of Augereau and Massena had march- 
ed» by different routes, on the flank and cm the rear 
of D'^Argenteau^s column ; so that next mcmung, m» 
stead of renewing his attack on the redoubts, the 
Austrian generid was obliged to extricate biinsdf by 
a disastrous retreat, leaving behind him colours and 
cannon, a thousand slwi, and two thousand prisonevst 

Such was tbe battle of Mooite Notte,, the first of 
Buonaparte^s victories; eminently displaying that 
truth and mathematical certainty of oomlnnatioi]^ 
which enabled him on many more memorable occ»» 
sions, even when bis forces were inferior in numbers, 
and apparently disunited in position, suddenly to 
concentrate them and defeat his enemy, by over** 
powering him on the very point where he thought 
himself strongest. He had accumulated a superior 
force <m the Austrian centre^ and destroyed iU while 
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Colli, on the rights and Beaulku himadf, oo the 
left, eadi at the head of numerous forces, did not 
even hear c^ the actbn till it was fought and won. 

In consequence of the success at Monte Notte, 
and the close pursuit of the defeated Austrians, the 
French obtwied possesion of Cairo, which placed 
them on that side of ^ the Alps which slopes towards 
liombardy, and where the streams from these moun* 
tains run to join the Po. 

Beaulieu had advanced to Vbltri, while the French 
withdrew to unite themselves in the attack upon 
D^Argenteau. He had now to retreat northward 
with all haste to B^^, in the valley of the river 
Bormida, in order to resume conununication with the 
rig^t wing of his army, consisting chi^y <^ Sardinia 
ans, from which he was nownearly separated by the 
defeat of the centre. Greneral Colli, by a ecnrrespond- 
ing movement on the right, occupied Millenmo, a 
small town about nine miles from D^;o, with which 
he resumed and maintained conmiunication by a bri* 
gade stationed on the heights of Biastro. From the 
stiength of this position, though his forces were 
scarce sufficiently concentrated, Beaulieu hoped to 
maintain his ground till he should receive supplies 
fromLombardy, and recover the consequences of the 
defeat at Monte Notte. But the antagonist whom 
he had in front had no purpose of permitting him 
such resfHte* 
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Determined upon a general aMack on all points of 
the Austrian positicm, the French army advanced in 
three bodies upon a space of four leagues in ex.tent^ 
Augereau, at the head of the division which bad. not 
fought at Monte Notte, advanced on the left against 
Milleumo; the centre, under Massena, directed 
themselves upon Dego, by the vale of the Bormida ; 
the right wing, commanded by La Harpe, manoeu- 
vred on the right of all, for the purpose of turn- 
ing Beaulieu'^s left flank. Augereau was the first 
who came in contact with the enemy. He attack- 
ed Greneral Colli on the 15th April. His troops, 
emulous of the honour acquired by their compa- 
nk>ns, behaved with great bravery, rushed upon 
the outposts of the Sardinian army at Millesimo, 
forced, and retained possession of the gorge by 
which it wa& defended, and thus sepiurated from the; 
Sardiman army a body of about two thousand men, 
under the A,ustrian Greneral Provera^ who occupied 
a detached eminence called Cossaria, which covered 
the extreme left of General Colli's position. But 
the Austrian showed the most obstinate courage. 
Although surrounded by the enemy, he threw him- 
self into the ruinous castle of Cossaria, which crown- 
ed the eminence, and showed a disposition to main- 
tain the place to the last ; the rather that, as he could 
see from the turrets of his stronghold the Sardinian 
troops, from whom he had been separate^, preparing 
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to fight on the ensuing day, he might reasonably 
hope to be disengaged. ^ 

Buonaparte in person came up ; and seeing the 
necessity of dislodging the enemy fit>m this strtrng 
post, ordered three successive attacks to be made on 
the castle. Joubert, at the head of one of the at- 
tacking columns, had actually, with ax or seven 
others, made his way into the outworks, when he was 
struck down by a wound in the head. Genera) 
Banal and Adjutant-general Quenin fell, each at 
the head of the column which he commanded ; and 
Buonaparte was compelled to leave the obstinate 
Provera in possession of the castle for the night.* 
The morning of the 14th brought a different scene. 
Contenting himself with blockading the castle of 
Cossaria, Buonaparte now gave battle to Greneral 
Colli, who made every effort to relieve it. These at- 
tempts were all in vain. He was defeated and cut 
off from Beaulieu ; he retired as well as he could 
upon Ceva, leaving to his fate the brave General 
Provera, who was compelled to surrender at discre* 
tion. 

On the same day, M assena, with the centre, at* 
tacked the heights of Biastro, being the point of 
communication betwixt Beaulieu and CoUi, while La 
Harpe, having crossed the Bormida, where the stream 
came up to the soldiers'* middle, attacked in frcmt and 
in flank the village of Dego, where the Austrian 
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oovninandeiv in-chief was stationed. The first attack 
was completely successfull — ^tbe heights (^ Hastro 
were carried, and the Fiedmontese routed. The as- 
sault of Dego was not less so, although after a harder 
struggle. Beaulieu was compelled to retreat, and was 
ei^rely separated from the Sardinians, who had 
hithorto acted in combination with him. The de- 
fenders of Italy now retreated in difiEerent directions, 
CoUf moving westward towards Ceva, whife Beau- 
lieu, closely pursued through a difScult country re* 
tired upcm D^Aqui. 

Even the morning after the victory, it was nearly 
wrested out ot the hands of the conquerors. A fresh 
diviffion of Aiistrians, who had evacuated Vdtri Jb- 
ter than the others, and were approaching to form a 
jum^on with their general, found the enemy in pos- 
session of Beaulieu^s position. They arrived at Dego 
like men who had been led astray, and wereno doidH 
surprised at finding it in the hands of the French. 
Yet they did not hei^te to assume the effenrive, 
and by a brisk attack drove out the enemy, and re^ 
placed the Austrian eagles in the village. Great alarm 
was occasioned by this sudden apparition ; for no one 
among the French could conceive the meaning of im 
abrm beginning on the opposite quarter to that on 
which the enemy had retreated, and without its being 
aiMM>unced firom the out-posts towards D^Aqui. 
Buonaparte hastily marched on the viUage. Tbb 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



KAPOtCOV BUONAPAETfi. liXJ 

^Lustriaoa rq»U^ two uttaoks ; ai the third, Genan^ 
LaouisBe^ aftenrardft killed in Egypfc^ put his hat 
upon the pcMOt of hb Bwoard^ md adYandng to the 
dmrg^ penetrated into the {dace. Iiannet alao, a£* 
terwards Duke of Montdbello, di«tu^;uiBhed him* 
self on the siame occasion by courage and military 
skill, and was reeommended by Buonaparte to the 
Dir6ct(H7 for promotion. In thi» battle of Dego^ 
mo^ commonly called of Millesimov the Austro^ 
Sardinian army lost five or six thousand men, thir« 
ty pieces of cannon, with a great quanUty of ba|^ 
gB^. Besides, the Austnans were divided frosidbe 
Sardinians; and the two generals b^gan to show, not 
(mly that their forces were disunited, but that they 
themselves were acting upon separate motives ; the 
Sardinians dewing to protect Turin, whereas the 
movements of Beaulieu seemed still directed to pre* 
vent the French frcHU entering the Milanese terri- 
tory. 

Leaving a suffident force on the Bormida to keep 
in check Beaulieu, Buonaparte now turned hit 
strength against Cdii, who, overpowered, and witk. 
out hopes of succour, abandoned his line of defienoe 
near Ceva, and retreated to the line of the Tanaro* 

Napoleon in the meantime fixed his head^joaiw 
ters at Ceva, and enjoyed fnmi the heights of Monte» 
zemoto, the splendid view of the fertile fields of 
Piedmont stretching in boundless perspective be- 
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neath his feel, watered by the Po, the Tanaro, aii<)^ 
a thousand other stretins whidi descend from the 
Alps. Befc»e the eyes of the delighted army of vie- 
Uxs. lay this rich expanse like a fmnnised land ; be* 
faind them was the wilderness they had passed ;-«4iot 
indeed a desert of barren sand, similar to that in 
which the Israelites wandered, but a huge tra^t of 
rocks and inaccessible mountains, crested with ice 
and snow, seeming by nature designed as the barrier 
and rampart of the blessed re^ons, which stretdied 
eastward beneath them. We can sjrmpathise with 
the sdf-congratulation of the General who had sur- 
mounted such tremendous obstacles in a way so un- 
usual. He said to the officers around him, as they 
gazed upon this magnificent scene, ^^ Hannibal took 
the Alps by storM. We have succeeded as well by 
turning their flank.'' 

- The dispirited army of Colli was attacked at Mon- 
dovi during his retreat, by two corps of BuonaparteV 
aermy, from two different points, commanded by 
Masseim and Serrurier. The last general, the Sardi- 
nian repulsed with loss ; but when he found Masse- 
na,. in the meantime, was taming the left of his line, 
and that he was thus pressed on both flanks, his si- 
taatioii became almost desperate. The cavalry of the 
Fiedmoutese made an effort to renew the combat. 
For a time they overpowered and drove back those 
of the French ; and General Stengel, who command* 
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jtd the latter, was slain in attempting to get them 
into order. But the desperate valour of Murat, 
unriyailed perhaps in the heady charge of cavalry 
combat, renewed the fortune of the field ; and the 
horse, as well as the in&titry of CdFs army, were 
compelled to a disastrous retreat The defeat was 
decisive ; and the Sardinians, after the loss of the best 
of their troops, their cannon, baggage, and appoint- 
ments, and being now totally divided from their 
Austrian allies, and liable to be overpowered by the 
united forces of tia^ French army, had no longer 
hopes o^ c^tually covering Turin. Buonaparte^ 
pursuing his victory,, took possession of Cherasco, 
within ten leagues of the Fiednumtese capital 

Thus Fortune, in the course of a campaign of 
scarce a month, placed her favourite in full posses 
i»on of the desired road to Italy, by command of 
4he mountain-passes, which had been invaded and 
a»Hluer^ with so much military skill. He. had 
gained: three battles over forces far superior .to ius 
own; inflicted on the enemy a loss of twenty^five 
Miousand ^len in killed, wounded, and prisoners; ta4 
ken eighty pieces of cannon, and twenty-one. stand 
of colours; reduced to inaction the Austrian army; 
almost annihilated that of Sardinia ; and stood in full 
€ommiuiication with France upon the eastern side <^ 
the Alps, with Italy lying open before hitn, as if to 
invite his invasion. . But it was not even with suc^h 

1 
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laurels^ and with facilkieB which now presented them- 
sdves for the accomplitbment of new and more im< 
portant Tictories upon a larger scale, And with more 
mi^nificent results, that the career of Buonaparte^s 
earliest campaign was to be closed. The head of 
the royal House of Savoy, if not one of the most 
powerful, sdll one of the most distinguished in Eu- 
rope, was to have the mdanchdy experience, that be 
had encountered with the Man of Destiny, as he was 
afterwards proudly called, who, for a time, had power, 
in the ^nphatic phrase of Scripture, *^ to bind kings 
with chains, and nobles with fetters of iron.^ 

The shattered rdics of the Sardinian army bad 
fallen back, or rather fled, to itithin tw6 leagues of 
Turin, without hope of being again able to make an 
affactual stand. The Sovereign of Sarchnia, Savoy, 
nod Piedmont, had no means of preserving his capi- 
tal, nay, his existence on the continent, excepting 
by an almost total submission to the will of the vic- 
tiHT. Let it be remembered, that Victor Amadeus 
the Third was the descendant of a race of heroes, who, 
frcmi the pectdiar situation of their territories, as 
cmstituting a neutral ground of great strength be- 
twixt France and the Italian possessions of Austria, 
had often been called on to play a part in (he gen^^l 
affairs of Europe, of importance far superior to that 
which their condition as a second-rate power could 
otherwise have demanded. In general, they had 
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(xmipetMated their infmority of force bj «o ability 
and gallantry whidi did them the highest creifit» 
boUi as generals and as pcditicians ; and now Pied- 
mont was at the feet, in her turn, of an enemy 
weaker in numbers than her own. Besides the re- 
flections on the past fame of his country, the present 
humiliating situation of the King was rendered more 
morUfy ing by the state of his family connexions. Vic- 
tor Amadeus was the father-in-law of Monsieur (by 
right Louis XVIII.), and of the Comte d^Artois 
(the reigning King of France). He had reoeiTed his 
sons-in-law at his court at Turin, had affcMrded them 
an opportunity of assembling around them their 
forces, consisting of the emigrant noblesse, asMl had 
strained all the power he possessed, and in many in- 
stances successfully, to withstand both the artifices 
and the arms of the French Republicans* And now, 
so bom, so connected, and with sudi prindples, he 
was condemned to sue for peace on any terms which 
might be dictated, from a General of France aged 
twenty-six years, who, a few months before, was de- 
sirous of an appointment in the arullery service cf 
the Grand Seignor ! 

An armistice was requested by the King of Sar- 
dinia under these afflicting circumstances, but could 
only be {nxrchased by placing two c^ his strongest 
fortresses,— those keys of the Alps, of which his an- 
cestors had long been the keepers,«-Coni and Torto- 
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no, in tbe handa of the French, and thua acknov. 
ledging that be surrendered at (fiscreUon* The ar- 
miatke was agreed cm at Cberasoo, but commissioners 
were sent by the King to Paris, to arrai^ with the 
Directory the final terms of peace. These were such 
as Yictors give to the vanquished. 

Besides the fortresses already surrendered, the 
King .of Sardinia was to place in the hands of the 
French five others of the first importance. The road 
from France to Italy was to be at all times open to 
th^. French armies; and indeed the King, by surrender 
of the places mentioned, had lost the power of inter, 
rupting their progress. He was to break off every 
species <rf*. alliance and connexion with the combined 
poyrers at war with France, and become bound not 
to entertain at his court, or in his service, any French 
emigrants whatsoever, or any of their connexions; 
nor was an exception even made in favour of his own 
two daughters. In short, the surrender was abso- 
lute. Victor Amadeus exhilnted the utmost reluc- 
tance to subscribe this treaty, and did not long sur- 
vive it. His son succeeded in name to the king, 
dom of Piedmont; but the fortresses and passes, 
which had rendered him a prince of some import- 
ance, were, excepting Turin, and one or two of minor 
consequence, all suirendered into the hands of the 
French. 
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Viewing UiiB tt&Bkty nkb Sftfduiki as ihe closeaC 
the Piedmontese campai^, we pause tocoiHider ibe 
charader which Buonaparte displayed at tbat period* 
The talaitfi as a general which he had adiibited^ 
were of the very first order. There was uo discoiw 
tiexion in his objects, thqr were all atlmied by the 
very means he prc^x)sed, and the success was iaqno^ 
ved to the utmost A diffieroit conduct usually 
chanictarizes those who stumble unexpectedly on 
victory, either by good fortune or by the valour of 
th^ troops. When the favourable opportumty oc* 
curs to such leaders, they are nearly t» much em< 
fcarrassed by it as by a drfeat But Buonaparte, who 
had foreseen the result of each operation by his sa* 
gaoity, stood also prqiaivd to make die most of the 
advantages which might be d^ived from it 

His style in addressing the Cmivaition was» at 
ihiB period, more modest and simple, and therefore 
more impressive, than the figurative and bnmhastic 
^y le which he afterwards used in his buUefins. His 
self-ofnoion, perhaps, was not rken so high aa to per- 
mit him to use the sesquipedalian words and violefit 
metaphors, to which he afterwards seems to have 
given a preference. We may remark also, that the 
young victor was honourably imxious to secure for 
such c^lcers as disuiq^uidied themselves, the prefer- 
ment whidi their services entided them to. Hemnges 
the promotion of bis brethren in arms in ahnost every 

VOL. III. H 
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one of hb liiyitehfti^^-a ooadaot not; only jim lukl 
but ako Ughly politic* Wei« bia recoBH* 
I nioocMii^ tbor Grflnend bad the gratis 
ttuk doe Imt tbe benefit; were th^ oyerlooked^ 
tbraks apudly beboged to torn for bia good wisbei^ 
tad the reiratiiient for the sli^ attached itself to 
tbe goPtenaouAf who did not give effeot to then)* 

If Buom^ieffte qpokeanilily and Biodestly. on hia 
own. afihiaiyfinentflat the bombasl which he apaved was 
hbecally dealt out to the Cony^tiob by an orator 
named Xlftubearmefloil^ who invokes all bardQ* fraai 
Tyrteus and Qsaian down to the author of tb^ Maiy 
aeUkna hymn«<«-all painters^ fipm Apelles to Idavid 
i««*«U nuiridanaj from Orpheus to the autb^ cf t)x^ 
a^atii dud^Miii% to aingy pamt, and ooaaposeniMM^ 
upcm the aidiievttatrate of the Geneisal and Araay of 
Italy. 

Wkh belter taate^ a mecbd of BiUHUfi^te was 
^atiwJi in thecfaaradsr of ihe Ckmqueror of the iMr 
Ik of> Monte Notle. Tbe face is es^tremely thin^ 
with- hmk ha i r > a striking contrast to thefle^y sqoai^ 
oe«iri»nance exhiUted on bis la^ eoins* . On 4he 
Tevera^ Victory^ bearing a palm brmifsh, a wreath of 
ImbbI^ and a naked sw(ur4 is seen flying av^f the 
Alps. This; medal we notice as the fifBt of the ^pWl^ 
<fid seriea wUch reooifds the victories,«id hMODraof 
Napofacm, and whic^ was desigped by Denai^ as.p 
tributB to the genius ofhis patron. 
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takes place on the loth, in fphkhthe French are pki^rhui. 
--llemarke on Napoleon' e Tactics in this eeldrated Action! 
^f^f^ef^takepoesimiffhffOrmwMmidPiM^ktt^ 

^Buqnfiparte enters ffihm on ihe lith Majf^-rOen^ral ^ 
tmtion of the Italian States at this period.-^JVapoleon in^^ 
JfUfts Fines iqm, Oe netOna dnd unojfk^mng Skiies'qf 

Tipc irckiM; i%Mx^tio]i of Bi^W)^^ 
pmnit him to r^t afbr tbe a4v]9i)t||g«^ w|)i^fa# ^i 
a^i|B^ Hehi^lga»^dc«i|t^ywtba<»€f|glft'B«gi:ftf. 
ImtU was coiljr for a moiMAi^ ^^ jtpt^^pg <# ^» 
with tha friag, wd pQiH¥^ f»k\mr witfe jft^yMfet 
of the kii^ of biniU< . u 

haps fa^ve thoi^t it w^ms^!^ b^n^t ohl^o^fMi i 

^ the Frmoh hiid A^Hf t)ii^ of J9b>IklKl^ iuhI voiiUi 
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tmre awuted heA supplies and rehtfiMrcements from 
France before advandng to farther and more distant 
conquests, and leaving the Alps under &e domiinon 
of a hostile, though for the present a subdued and dis- 
armed monarchy. But Buonaparte had studied Uie 
campogn of Villars in these regions, and was of ofa* 
moQ diat it was by that generaTs hentadcm to ad- 
^aaoe boUly into Italy, after the victories whidi the 
Marshal de Coigni had obtained at Parma and Ouas- 
talk, that the enemy had been enabled to assemUe 
an acffiiBulatmg force, befisie which the I^rtteh were 
compdied to retreat. He detenmiwd, therefore, to 
give the Republic of Venice, the Grand Duke of 
Tuscany, and other states in Italy, no time to mus- 
tiBrfoffoeSy and take adecided part, as thqr were liicaly 
to do, to expose a French invancm. Their terror and 
surprise could not fail to be increased by a sodden 
irruption; while months, weeks, even days of eonsi^ 
denution, might aiferd those States, attached as the 
nders must be to their ancient cdigarehical fcnrms of 
governmoit, time and ccnsiposure to assume arms to 
m^tain them. A speedy resolution was the more 
ff as Austria, akomed tar h«r Italian pos- 
WM about to make evory eflfort fcur their 
dtfaiee. Ofden had abeady beai sent by the A^e 
Coondl of War to detach an army (^ thirty thou- 
sand nsB, uftder Wurmser, fitm idle Army of the 
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MmietotliefhKtimfirXldijr. TlMwuMotabe 
ate e ng t h— « 1 bjr oilier femftroaoMiitt fh»i the !»• 
tflrior^ Md by audi fetoet as ooidd be nited in the 
BMmittmoiis distiict of the Tyrol, whkh f oraiflbee 
pethaps the most experimiced and most foraudaUe 
flbarp-ahootera in the woiid; The whole was to be 
iimtdl to Ihe fragmeBts of Beaolieu's defeated tioops. 
If stdfefttd to ferai a jttietk»5 and airange thdf pboM 
for attaek cr (kfence, an anny, of IbroesesiqMnHr 
to the French m numbens vetmraiis in diseii^net 
aiid^eeoMBandedby agoiei^llike Wimnser^ waslUGo. 
ly to profwt all the adTaiita|[es which die FvoMh 
ni^ht gain by a sudden nmiptioD, ere an oppQsiliim 
soforaudablewasadlectedinidoiganiBed. Bat the 
dining aefaane which Napofeon ooateniplated, cor- 
f es punftig to the genius of him who hadlbrased it, 
requnred to be executed with caution, imittd with 
secre^ and celerity. These were the more necessary, 
WB, althoi^ the thanks of the French gerenuMHt 
had been voted to the Army of Italy five times in the 
course of a month, yet the Directory, alarmed at the 
more doubtfol state of hostilities upon the Bhhie, had 
turned theor exertions ddefly in that dhrectkm; aod, 
trwting to the skill of their General, and the ooi». 
n^ of his troops, had not transmitted recruits and 
supines upon the scab necessary for the great un- 
dartakings which he meditated. But ItdHwn^f—lU^ 
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iidwi^f-H^ aw of j^caMBi^agriMia a cotttty ^ 
gwaiM AMidtfbiM by Bfttuse^lMmU teh^^ite^^ 
diiD^ tbecMflcbMWieof Iwfi^ OiK^ dbite. 
•tei of a natiute so extraordHtary, aad the hope thai 
lb€7 wireappiofKdimgUie retrndof ioinflti^ Ubdvs 
.^.f^bcMre aU» their full oonfidense m a Icadbr) iriw 
MBflfted to bai^ iMMind Vktaty to hh at ai al aMl* * * * 
iMide tlie BokUen fellow dMTgeiienl^ witli^ 
mg. tiwir ^im daSeiKiricay or the cniiiy^g iriiailni 1 1^ 
, To Mtoiarage this ardoitiry Bscoaparle ^^^ 
a» addmiA, a wbki)^ comfdiaicDfttiig A^ 
vi«loriC» dhey had gakitd, he dented tiwm at the 
aaaie tiaM la ecmaider nothiag as won so kng as iim 
Austdaas held Milan, and wh3e the sshesof tbise 
a^ had .€Npq[iicffed the TaiqiiJIiis were soAkI I^ the 
»^ltea8saann8ofBaa»y^> It would i^ 
r that elasacal aUusions Me ehher finalkr to 'die 
Vmidi sddigBB» or that, fioth^u t beiBg awpe ka ss ao d 
thattodMvsol their ranh, th^ am^pieAteA with beiag 
Mlpposed Id uttdfiretand theo^. Tl»y pecbahfy eo»- 
Mdered the oratory of their greatjeader as 
hka waeds, aad words of neeedkiggeDdi 
Xha Jte^^ soUfer, addcssied m such %hi» of 
^oqiaelK^ woplU either hare laughed ttt thenit wsap- 



Italiam. Italiam! pxasus conclanat Achatei ; 
Italism i 'l«to Bocii clamore salutaht. 

ViRe. jBneUy B^ok III. 
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\mtk, inilHrtd of atyacwJ. Bui A««e ii:iUs|Milliir 

UJce everything^ a rrtBipiigirtilttTy Itgwi in 4life «§»■ 
aecdawfakhitwcteiUibeimeatat. TheyapfMTto 
iMNieinAde that hasfgrn lith thMdiehrte on mtmj 
p€iaU, ifhUk liie anittflMe titwdly do in.* thinit^^ 
to*aoM|iiQf 4he f^ipoiaiuifie Iff d^^ 
STfaqr.Mvlilr inqmce whetbeir a ^tmmphai aeeh ii«if 
alMe m: of irood; whether a aeltfdiewi iaof.iiofid 
aalal^ occndj g^; or iriMhlor a e{Meoh» of wkkth 
the 'ieideDgi; iftflattouig to. thor neliennl yemiiis, 
ooilaitta fj^mmM eioqlHsm6^ or onty tawd ettatTii^ 

ganob 

. .Mthoii^l^wa^lb^iefomlttrie^ The 

^Mliefle of ToetMa vm surlreBdaved to the I^reaoh 
l^r tbe.Kaigof Satdmia; B4icaia|Nirte> hMd^Hais 

yartof the ataay ^ Ateis»niB% s><«WMg Mlim, Hi^rt 
ibreateni^g, by the fiaMafe of the Fo^ to^iniwda^ 
ienitorieahel^igNig to Aui«rii4»LtheiM«rftfaeroheiri^ 
ofiilhatetaHiai^ AaJbcbiqpalrtehimbQtfahMrTed^the 
fOisagi of a gr^t mer k due ctf. the woet orlt i e e i 
lyeBaiioMihuaodwn war i aad BeaiiBeii hed io aBa Bft 
«dUs levoeatoqotar MyEmyraadfifceveat 
if ponahfa ^ fiom; «»tniig the* Po. fivt, in Mler 
to avert the dtogerous cottsequieneM of aMwrti ii ri g 
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to fiNNse Ui piiiiy on tlM flTcr, dufiibded by a ] 
wUbMecMflqr in itottt, BvMmpmUfs raMe ] 
lidi dnady in«pai^ the meant ferdkoeiv^ 
Awtrian rei^weting bb ii^ended opei^^ 

Valenia appeared to be die (Kifait of paiiagepio- 
powd by the French ; it is one of those fatti e aBW 
-wUsh cover the eMtem frontier of Piedmont and 
is tttoated uppn the Fo. Daring the coffifofenees 
previous to the armistice of Cherasoc^ B uon spa rt e 
4iad thrown oat hiito as if he were partieahoiy de* 
woiis to be pcisespod of this jiBce, and it was ac^ 
41^% irtqp«dat«d m the terms of the treaty, that the 
French shookl occupy it for tliie purpose (tf ^footing 
their passage over the river. Beaulieu dki not fml 
to ieam what had passed, which cmncUbg with his 
^wn ideal of the route by whidi Buonaparte meant 
Co advance upon Mam, he hastened tocono^trate 
bis amy on the <^>po8ite bonk, at a pfaioe ^likd 
^deggio, about dghtem imles from Valenza, the 
ptimt near wluoh he expected the atteaqpt to be 
mide^ and from m^ich he could move easify in way 
^feecdon towards the river, belare the Fundi could 
send ov^ any eonttderable force. Massenaalsocoun* 
tenanoed thb repmrt, and itvetted the aHantisn of 
Ae Austriansmi Vdemsa, fay pndnng iBtrong reoon* 
neitring parties from iUesabdrk ia the diieetion of 
Ihal tetress. Besides, Beaulieu had hinmlf csoased 
the Po at this place, and, like all men of routine, (for 
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muh hm wm^ liMigk a^fanwaad apjinri aelikr,) 
Iw^nttrifwytaplto wypo i e that the wmergi— 
iHiioli dineted hflMdf , imttt Mcds aenn eqully oo». 
indag to others. In almost all ddkate afiuiSy 
persaBs<rf ordinary tidtats ai« nuskd ^ 
facHy to oompceheiid, that men of aJMithor diaposi- 
tkm wiM be likdy to Yitw dreimistanees, and aet apoB 
lirm^les, with an eye and opinion very diSBmeaat 
item that own. 

Bv^ die reports wUdi induced the Austrian ge* 
iwallo take iheposilioD at Vai^po, arose oirtef a 
stratagnn of war. It was nerer BuoiiifMurtei*s iiHoi- 
Uon to cross Ae Po at Valenza. The prcqxiaal was 
A ftint to draw Beaulieu^s attention to tbit pointy 
wtik the Frendi aoeomplished the desitvd passagr 
at Plaoenza, nearly fifty miles low^ down the river 
than Val^giOy iHiere their subtle General had tt- 
dnoed theAnstrians to take up their line of ckfenet. 
Mardnng for tins purpose with incredible celer^y 
Buonapnrte, aa the 7th of May^ assembled hislbroes 
at Plaoensa, iHien their presence was least expeO* 
ed) and where tb^ were none to defimd the oppo* 
site hank, except two or three squadrons of Am- 
triaw^ stationed there merely Ibr the pivpose of 
reconnoitring. General Andredssi (§oi names dis- 
tinguished durii^ these dreadful wars b^gin to rise 
<m the narrative, airthe stars ^immeroutonthelMri* 
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MHL Thif ludtopaitkiihei 
aadAeawwMBgffwjMmiri atg^JMJf anhong; so ttot 
tW.4iffi0i^» ormther ili^poinbi%» of a£}iic?Mig 
, had diflj faean Mrioudjr oppiari^ ifN 
t to dcBUMMtntiaBL CVJoBd TiMhioi thtcir Mm 

I A^Axatawa liminri»iria> itttmfldtloie- 
aisttbor landing. The vanguard hayaig than opca 
ad tha pafajgnj the elite difkiana of the an^ were 
jwadbiad l» cBoaa in tei^nnaMaij aad in tte cotaa of 
imo dt^. the wludo w«fo in the Mihwaae- tamkoiy, 
andflAthekftbankof thePo. Thb nulkary ma- 
iHnojf rear by raaaos, of whidi BttCitiaparte achbfiedy 
v^ithont the hiss of a ann, tok mpeMtHMm of ^ muoh 
nonaeiilieBai^ and vbidh^ wilhihitaiMh addiaaa aahe 
-diapla]red» mutt himbecn attended irath gedatJou, 
.and aaak of laihircH have oAm bem oanaidetied l^ 
loatMatledj moveaateta. 
iirfiBmed too lafea of the rod pinna of 
' -Iha Fxemk gmmrid^ moised humdvaMadgnasd^ aoai- 
^Mpad jof. the dififlion of C^eneval UftAj^imk Vakg- 
^.towaeda the Pq» in the direotinn :^ P l ai ena a. 
.Bi^haae ako.the aiert geitiml of iheFxtn^ hni 
-haen tnft vapid in hiaiaciveinenta for.lfaengidfier- 
jnan. BiiimapnvtehiKiMintoaiionto 
.fMb the enmy with fiiiofa a mmc w thef O'faitlHs 
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jpm^^^hitk Jb^lMd M^VMiiiaaCtMifMikiyif Uiedijr 

jn^ttM^teok^ «»iihl]Miv« mdmgmd dM^oUitew 
<>flw»jinn]r* HewiM^ tli0r^o»,]niiliingf0riranliB 
i09d» Ho gftin grottid on whidi to manontrre, Midi 
lltt altAMed ^vm«a of the t«o oiaiieft met at a ifiL. 
yigii€$ikAy0inabio^Mif$i6^ 
3C«3r* ThBAuatrimttteewtlMflia^eiititotlwida^ 
&i>l«g«d «iid VHUHwl the 9teq9bi^ mod friul^iw 
^etei $wkl be niade tftcliial Ibir drfmoB) airi seAi^^ 
jii^potk^ieSmXag ttenadhres there unffl the idmi Imly 
^ Btei^beii's jniay aheuld c9iB9eiq>t(»mpiKirt4^^ 
But tbey W^re imefak to suatekt tke vi^M^of the 

hod now. ipyeii A double impiilae. The^ 

emrifid «t the biqfOMt>i point; the AMatfumft lost 

,ihmmmioa^ax^MtbdmiAuM>tk^ 

M dam» voundody and priaanm. The lerecli of 

Xiq^y^s diviaiDn aafved IhrMiaWea iqr cutwwi i g liie 

.Addaal PiMghitopa^ whttetiiey preieded ihcir le- 

treat by a haaty defence c^that fortiew. 

Awlhw body of Auatfians hairifly advaoc^ ftrom 
,Cmk to miffoattf k may be auppoeed^ the dmrntof 
liplUiy^ OQ«A$iio«ied a great Jo^ 
.tbepecflonof ayii»{y promtkigoffioee. Tfaiai9«a< 
jral La^Hatpe^ highly neepected and tmated by i 
mpmt^ and rei^tedly meatiooed in ihectmqmgm 
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viTFiadttoiit Iii«ii«ihe«lMmgif«i^the< 
partly wlm tlM Amttnm ftmoU mm i 
with iImm^ La Hwrpt lode oot to MtiifyUnnlf c 
cenii^ the nature. and ttamgdk c^the ■tiarirnig 
{MMrty. QnUsiietiinilolikowntioopBylbeymitook 
ban nd bis attemdMito for tba enemy, fired upon, 
aadkabdUm. . He was a Swim by Mfth, and bed 
been eoaapelled to kaee bit oooatiy on aoeount ef 
Jbae dcnocraticel cqpmioae; a grenadier, aays Boo- 
naparte^ in etatare and in oourage, bat ct a lestkBS 
rtM|iiiwiiun. Tbeeddbert^wMitbesapenlitionbe^ 
iongiBg.to tbeir pfofioanon, remarked, tbat darii^ 
Iba battle of Foarfiio^ <Mi the day before, be was kn 
tboi usual, as if an obscure .sense of Ms 
[.fite alretdy orerwbehaed Urn.- 
The Austrian rsgimsnt of catahfy which occeAmn 
edthk loss, after seme skmnidung, was ceatent to 
aicape to Lodi, a point upon wbtdi Beaubeu was 
ngsp enlieetiag bis eoattered fixees, for the purpose 
off ooaering Milan, by proteeliag die line of the 

^ The paa^ge of die Po,*" said Boonaparte, in 
bis lapofft to the Direotory, << had been expected to 
pnm the joust bold and cBilcult aMUoswrM of the 
1, nor jiad wecaqpeet to have an afltkm of 
▼iTacity than tbat (tfDego. Butwe^hairenow 
to leocHnt die battleof Lodi."" M the conqueeor 
desenredly congratulated himself on this hanLwon 
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Tielory, and m it has become in a manner especially 
ii—Mcrcd wkb hb name and military chauMter, we 
maetf aooordiog to our plan, be somewhat minute in 
our detnis respecting it 

The Adda> a large and deep river, though ford* 
aUeat aome phnes and in some teasons, crosees tfie 
▼aUey of the Milanese, rismg in the Tyrolese Alps, 
and joining the Po at Kziighitone ; so that, if the 
ttw pokits at which it can be crossed are fordfled or 
defended, it fcmnt a line cove^g all the MHanese 
temtorj to the eastward, from any force approach* 
ing from the direction of Piedmont Hiis fine Beau* 
lieu pri0{)osed to make good against the victor b^ 
fiave whom he had so often retreated, and he conjee- 
tuved (<m thk occasion rightly) that, to prosecute 
bis inotoiy by marching upon Milan, Bu<Miapcrte 
would first desire to dislodge the covering army 
fiom the tine <tf the Adda, as he could not safely 
advance to the c^Mtal of Lpmbardy, leavii^B; die ene» 
my in possesuon of such a ddSensve line upcn thar 
flank. He also conjectured that this attempt wwM 
be made at Lodi. 

TUs is a large town, containing twelve thousand 
inhalntants. It has old Gothic walls, but'its ddef 
defence cmsistsin the river Adda, whidi flows 
throi^ it, and b crossed by a wooden hndgeabovrt 
five hundred feet in lengdi* When Beaulieu^ lAer 
tbe affair of Fomlm, evacuated Casal, be retrenled 
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to tbU pliMe with nboiit Um tbraMK) »eb. The toi^ 
fif his «my wm dimcted upM Milam and Cmmmm^ 
1^ town Bitu«lod» like Lods upon the AidUa. t 

Buonaparte calcukted thai, if be eouki atoonphab 
the paaMge ^ the Adda $t Lodi, he m^hiiovertoke 
and diqp^inie tbevemaioder of BeauKeU'Stfoiy, withs 
out allowing the yefe^wn tame to eoncen^afee them 
£or fiirther reeistanee in MUan, or even for laUjing 
Hoder the walls of the strcnig fortress of Mantna* 
The JMdgmwt of the Fwndi g^Deffd was in war not 
vaoM psaiar)rabie S^ seimg the most adirantageons 
mment of uttacjc, than fpr atayiag hiaiaelf to the 
very uttermost of iwcoess when dblaii^d. Thei{iiick* 
e^l^ited fiujidty a^d power of insbnit decision with 
i^ioh mtme had endowed hi»y had»itBiaj))efliip4 
poiedf pr0?i«)ed bcfoir^and tor the omuBeqtisnoeS'ef 
the i^ctofy ese it was yet wop^ and left no room €ae 
doiAt or hesitation when his bqpes had become oei^ 
tai^es* We haye already remarked, diattho^e have 
bsan nmoy oemimndens, vtbo^ after sat neeidental 
Ti^tory^ mre w much at a loss wlmt b next to bedooe» 
that while they are hesitating, the golden nscnnents 
passawny unimpioTed ; but Buonaparte knew m well 
how to use advaa^ages, as to obtain thosL 

Upon the 10th day.of Mi^, intended fay lus best 
ffHBMids, and headii^ die dKncest of his t|wops> 
Nayplean pnaised fer waid towards Lodh. Aboot a 
Ip H gy efiroin Oasal, beenoociirtepcd the Austrian reA*^ 

IS 
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guard, wliQ bad bten lefl, il wouU iq^P^av^ at too 
grc«t«di«laooe firom tbair main body. TbeFiwcb 
had no difficulty m diiviag theaa troops be&ve tbam 
kito dio tQfwii of Lodi, whidi waa bul slightly da- 
fendad hf die fiew aoldiemiriioiii Beauliao had left 
cm tbe weat^em cor jngbt aide of the Adda Hb had 
alao neglected to deatsoy the bodge, allhoa^ he 
ought ratbar tobaveaupportada definiae on theng^ 
bank of ^e rifiec, (for wbidi tbetomiaffi»dedinai^ 
fiialitiaa,) till. the purpose of deadruelaoii waa > 
pleted, diaa Imye allowed H to ^ual* If lua i 
guard bad be^ aetually ^atkuied in Lodi, 
of being so £ur in the rear of ifae nudn body, tbay 
naigbl, by a protraoled rettalaiice from the old iraia 
and bonseii baye (^en twe for diia aeouaaryael a£ 
demolition, . r 

But dunigb the bridge waa kft ttf ending, it mm 
swept by twaoty or thirty Austriui piaoet of artil- 
lery, wbaae thundera menaced deadi to -any who 
sliould i^tenqpt that paaa of periL TbeFmch,witfa 
great alertness, got as nun^ guna in poaltion oft the 
left badc^ and answ«*ed this tremeodoua fire with 
equal sfMidt^ Doring this cannonade, JB uonap a rt e 
threw himsdf personally amongst the fire, in oader 
to i^atiim two gmM loaded with grape^diat.itt auaba 
position^ as rendered it impesiible for any^oneto i^ 
preach £n* die porpoae of tnukaminingtor destroying 
the bridge; and tl^n calmly proceeded to. nurioe ar« 
rangements for a desperate attempt. 
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Wb ci^alry m§ directed to cms, ji pomUe^ at 
a pliioe where tiie Adcia was said to be fcnrdable^ 
^---41 task wUeh ttiey accomplisbed with £flicuky. 
Meaaikiie Napoteon obaorved that the Aiffitnan 
fine of in^mtry was thrown oonsideriiibfy bdiiiid the 
battoies (d artillery which they supported, ia order 
that tli^iiiigfat have the advantage of a beading slope 
^ gmaid, iriudi afforded them sfadter from the 
Fsmohfire. He therefi3re drew up a dose cohinm <^ 
thrae thouHokl graiadiars, protected from the artiU 
kqp of the AualiiaBS by the walls and houses of the 
Jkmny and yet connderably nearer to the eaem/s fine 
of gms on tiie o|^ponte side of the Adda than were 
> ^wn infimtry, which ought to have protected 
The column of gn^ra^ers, thus secured, 
waited in comparative safe^, until the appearance of 
die Freadi cavalry, who had crossed the fcMTd, began 
todisqui^theflimkoftheAustrians. This was the 
critical raommit whidi Bucmaparte expected* A 
single word of.command miieekd the head of the 
cohwuL<^ ippeoadiers to the left, and placed it on the 
perilooa bridge. The word was ^ven to advance, 
and they rushed on with bud shouts of Vkfe la B^ 
ytgUiyiie / But their a}q)eainnee iqp<m the bridge 
was the signal for a redouUed shower of grape-diot, 
while, firom.the windows of the houses on the left 
ade of the river, the sc^diars who occupied them 
poured volley aft^ volley oi nmsketry on the thick 
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eolamDf«s It endeavoured la ttmoe Us iray'over.tbe 
k>i^ bridge. At one time the Freoeb grenariitrn, 
unable to sustain this dreadful stonii appeared for 
an instant to hesitate. But Bertbier, the diief ol 
Buonaparte> staff, with Massena, U Allemagne, and 
Corvini, hurried to the head of the ci:iluaia,.and by 
thar fHresence and gaUai^ry renewed the vesc^ution 
of the soldi^s, who now pouced across the. bridge. 
The Austrians had but pne rescHurce 1^ ^ torudion 
the French with the bayoviet, and kill, (» drlteiibaek 
into the Adda, those who had .fcuroed-lbMr pniisagnj 
bef<»re they could deploy iotoUlie^or reoaverapi^ort 
from theic conur ades, ^wba wei« stiU &mg doi^.tbe 
bridge. But the opportunity was n^ceted,;ettliar 
because the .^roops, who should bave exeouted'tlia 
maaceuvre, had beoi, as we have ahready notieed, 
withdrawn too far from the river ; or* because ibe 
soldieiy, as happens when they repose toe much 
confidence in a strong positbn, became panic^tnwk 
when they saw it unexpectedly carried^ Or it ibay 
be, that General BeauUeu, so old «ad so unlSovtu-^ 
nate, had somewhat lost that energy and presence of 
mind which the cridcal moment demanded. What* 
ever was the cause,' the French rushed tm the arttl* 
lerymen, from whose fire they had lately suffered so 
tremendously, and, unsupported as they were,- had 
little difficulty in bayonetUng them. 
Tou in. I 
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• TteAtntriHHanny DOW compktdy gave way, and 
lost in their retreat, annexed as it was by the French 
eavahry, upwards of titrenty guns, a thcmsand prison- 
(Ors, and perhaps two thousand more wounded and 



Su(^ was the famous passage of the Bridge oi 
Lo£; achieved with such skill and gallantry, as 
gave the victor the same character for fearless intre« 
pidity, and praodcal talent in actual battle, which 
ihm tamm part of the campaign had gained himt «i 
a ipMist able tactidan. 

.' Y^ this action, thou^ successful, has beien se- 
vetdly critidsed by thbse who defiire to derogate 
fsaoL Buonaparte'^s military talents. It has been 
said, that he might have passed over a body of in« 
flmtry at the same f<»rd where the cavalry had eros»- 
ad ; and that thus, by manoeuvring on bodi sides of 
Ubit river, he might have compiled the Austrians t6 
evacuate tlmr portion on the l^t bank of the Adda^ 
without hazarding an attack upon their front, which 
could not but cost the assailants very dearly. 

Baooiaparte had perhaps this objection in his re^ 
-collection when he states, that the column of grena- 
£ers was so judiciously sheltered from the fire until 
the moment when their wheel to the left brought 
thtta on th^ bridge, that they only lost two himdred 
men during the storm of the passage*. We cannot 
but suppose, that this is a^ very mitigated account of 
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die acttml lotfsof Ihc French whaayl So sBgbt a lo«ft 
is not to be easily reconciled with the horrors of the 
battle, as he himself detailed them in his dispatchesi; 
nor with the conclusion, in which he mentions, that 
of the sharp contests which the Armj of Italy had 
to sustain during the campaign, none was to be com^ 
paxed with that ^^ terrible passage of the Bndge of 
Lodi.'' 

In fact, as we may take occasion to prove hereaf- 
ter, the Memoranda of the great General, dictated t6 
his officers at S^nt Helena, have a little too mu<9i 
the character of his original bulletins; and, whife 
they show a considerable disposition co exaggerate 
the difficulties to be overcome, the fury of the c6ii. 
flict, and the exertions of courage by which the vi(^ 
tory was attuned, show a natural inconsistency, froih 
.the obvious wbh to diminish the fi)ss which was itB 
unavoidable price. 

But admitting that the loss of the French had 
beeii greater on this occasion than their Genenll 
cared to recollect or acknowledge, his military coii- 
duct seems not the less justifiable. 
' Buonaparte appears to have had two objects in 
view ill this daring exploit. The first was, to im- 
prove and increase the terror into which his pre- 
vious successes had thrown the Austrian^, and to 
impress on them the conviction, that no plo^tion. 
however strong, was able to protect them agaiilst 
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di« audacity and tafent of the French. This dia. 
eoun^ng feeling, exemplified by so many defeats, 
and now by one hn circumstances where the Ans* 
trians appeared to ha^e every advantage, it was na- 
tural to suppose, would hurry BeaiUieu^s retreat, iiK 
duce him to renounce all subsequent attempts to 
cover Milan, and rather to reunite the fragments of 
his army, particularly that part of Liptay^s division, 
which, after being defeated at Fombio, had thrown 
theoQuelves into Pi^zi^itone. To have manoeuvred 
tbwly and cautiously^ would not have struck that 
tenor, and confusion which was inspired by the des- 
perate attack on the position at Lodi, Suppo^g 
these to have been hi3 views,the victor perfectly suc- 
ceedfsd; for Beaulieu, after his misadventui^^ drew 
df without any farther attempt to protect the\an» 
cient.C£^ital of Lombardy, and threw himself upon 
Mantua, with the intention of covering that strong 
fortress, and at the sanie tim^ of sheltering under it 
the remmns of his army, until he could form a junc- 
tion with the forces which Wurmser was bringing 
to hb as^tance from the Rhine. 

Buonaparte himself has pointed out a secondob- 
ject, in which he was less successful. He had hoped 
the rapid surprise of the Bridge of Lodi might enable 
him to overtake or btercept the rest of Beaulieu^s 
army, wluch, as we have saxd, had retreated by Cas- 
Sana He failed, indeed, in this object ; for these 
forces also made their way into the Mantuan territory, 
and joined Beaulieu, who, by crossing the classical 
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MiDao,|daoed anodier Btrong lice of imlitary AefSence 
betwixt him and bis victon But tbe prospect of in* * 
tercepting and destrojing so burge a force, was worth 
the risk he encountered at Lodi« espedally taking 
into yiew the spirit which his anny had acquired from 
a long train of victory, toother with the discourage* - 
ment which had crept into the Austrian nuiks from 
a untform series of 4efeats. ^ 

It should lalso be rcgmembered, in considering the 
neces^ty oC forcing the bridge of Lodi, that the ford 
over the Adda was crossed with difficulty eren by 
the cairalry, and- that wheu once separated by the 
river^ the communication between the main army and 
the detachment of infantry, (which his iCensors say 
Napoleon should have sent across in the same maa- 
ner,) being in a great degree interrupted, the latter 
might have. been exposed to losses, from which Buo« 
naparte^ ^uated as he was on the right bank, could 
have had no means of protecting them. 
. I^aying the discussion of what might have been, 
to trace that which actually took place, the French 
cavalry pursued theretreatingAustrians as fur asCre. 
mona, of which they took possession. Pizzighitone 
was obliged to capitulate, the garrison bdng cut c^ 
from all possibility of succour. . About five hundred 
prisoners surrendered in that fortress ; the ;rest of 
Liptay^s division, and other Austrian corps, could 
no otherwise escape, tha^i by throwing themselves 
into the Venetian territoiy* 
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' It was at tlus time that Buonaparte had some ooo* 
v^rsation with an old Hungarian officer made pri^ 
soner in one of the acdons, wh(»n he met vnih at a 
hivouac by chance, and who did not know him. The 
veteran*^ lapguage was a curious commentary on the- 
whole campaign; nay, upon Buonaparte^s general 
i^stem of warfare, which appeared so extraordinary 
to those who had long practised the art on more 
formal principles. *^ Things are going on as ill and 
as irregularly as posable,^ sdd the old martinet. 
" The French have got a young general, who knows 
nothing of the regular rules of war ; he is sometimes 
on our front, sometimes on the flank, sometimes on 
the rear. There is no supporting such a gross Tio« 
lation of rules.^ This somewhat resembles the charge 
which foreign tacticians have brought agdnst the 
English, that they gained victories by continuing, 
with their insular ignorance and obstinacy, to fight 
on, long after the period when, if they had known 
the rules of war, they ought to have cotisidered them* 
selves as completely defeated. 

A peculiar drcumstance is worth mentioning* The 
French soldiers had a mode at that time of amusmg 
themselves, by conferring an imaginary rank upoii 
their generals, when they had done some remarkable 
exploit. They showed their sense of the bravery 
disfdayed by Buonaparte at the Battle of Lodi, by 
ereatifig hiuLa ccw^ral ; and by this phrase, of the 
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Jitde Corp&ralf hs wns dbtinguiflhed in the iatrigueB 
fcNrmtd against him, as wiell as those whieh were catf- 
ried on in his favour; in the language of Gteotgea 
Cadoudal, who laid a sehraae for assasdnadng himf, 
.and/in the secret oonsultatiim of the old soldiers and 
others^ who arnmged his return fixim Elba. 

We are now to turn for a time from war to its con. 
sequences, wbidi pooKSs an interest of a naturedif. 
ferent from the nulitary events we have been deCait. 
ing. 

The movements which had taken ][dace onee 
the King of Sardinians defeat, hwl strutk texior 
jnio the gov^mnent of Mihn, and the Archddbe 
J^erdtnand, bj whom Austrian Lombardy was go- 
verned. But while Beaulieu did Ins best to cover the 
c^tal by force of arms^ the measures resorted to by 
the government were rather of a devotional tiian wav • 
. Hke chasai^r. Procesuons were made, relics expo- 
sed, and rites resorted to, which tiie Catholic reli^on 
prescribes as an appeal to Heaven in great national 
calamities. But the saints they ihvoked were deaf or 
impotent ; for the passage of the Bridge dTLodi, and 
Beaufieu^s subtequmt retreat to Mantua, 1^ i^ 
possibility of defending Milan. The Archduke and 
his Dudbess immediately left Mihm, followddby 
a small retkiue, and leaving only a moderate fente 
in' the dtadd, which wias not in a very defensible 
xmdition. Their carriages passed through ^ lar^ 
crowd which filled the streets. As they moved slowly 
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aloog, the royal pair were obsenred to ihed natural 
tears, at leaving the capital of these prinody posses- 
sions of their house. The people observed a profound 
silenee, only bndten by low whispers. They showed 
2]^itber joy nor sorrow at the event which, was pass- 
ing — all. thoughts were bent. in anxious anticqMtion 
iipoiji what was to happen next 

When the Archduke had departed, the restraint 
whiiJi his presenoe.had imposed from, habit and sen- 
timent, as much as from fear of his authority, was of 
oourse removed, and many of the Milanese tcitbens 
began, with real or afiected zeal for repubUcanism, 
10 pxepace ihemadv^ for the reoepdon of theFrench. 
The threefcolourkl cockade, was at first timidly as. 
Aiqsed ; but the example hang shown, itseemed as 
if these emblems had fajlea like snow into the oqfis 
and hats of the multitude. The imperial arms were 
removed from the public buildings, .and a placard 
wa3 put on the palace of the government with an 
inscnption— -*^ This house, b to be let — apply for 
the keys, to the French Commisaooner.: Salioetti^^ 
The nobles hastened to lay aside their armorkl 
beaongs, their jservants^ hveries, and other badges 
of acistncraoy. .Mewtime the magistrates caused 
4Nrder to be maintmned in the town, by regular pa- 
trols 43£ the burgher gjnard. A deputalacmof the 
principal inhabitants of Milan was sent to the vie. 
lorious Gfeneial with oSetf^ of full submission, ance 
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there waa no kHiger room/or reatitanoB, or for siaMU 
iQg upon terms. 

On the. 14th of May, Buonaparte madetiis publie 
entry into Milan, under a triumphal arch prepared 
for the occasion, which he traversed, surrounded by 
his guards, and took up his rendence in the archiw 
ep»j|copal palace. The same evening a sj^ndid en. 
lert^wnent was given, and the l^cee of Liberty, (of 
which th^ aristocrats observed, that it was a bare pole 
without either leaves or fruit, roots or branches,) was 
ereipied.with gi^at form ia the principal square. AU 
jthis affectation of pqpular joy did not disarm the pur. 
pose of the French goieral, to make Milan contribtite 
j(ptherelief of hbarmy. He imposed upon the place 
^ requisition of twenty millions <^ livres, but offered 
jto acc^ of goods of any sort in kind, and at a rate- 
able, valuation ; for it may be easily supposed that 
specie, the representative of value, must be scarce 
in a dty. circumstanced as Milan was. The public 
funds of every description, even those dedicated to 
the support oi hospitals, went into the French mi- 
litary xh&t ; the ehurch*p}ate was seissed as a part 
(of the requisitioQ ; and,.when all this was done, the 
dtisens were burdened with the charge of finding 
raticms t<3X fifteen thousand men daily, by whidi fupoe 
the citadel, with its Austrian garriscm, was instantly 
io be bloekaded. 
WhiktXombardy suffered mucb^ the neighbouring 
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countries were not spared* Tfae reader musi be aware; 
that for more than a century Italy had been silently 
dedimng into that state of inactiyiQr which succeeds 
great exertion, as a ra{nd and furious I^use sttks 
down into exhaustion and ashes. The keen jui^^piient 
of Napoleon had seen, that the geographical shape 
of Italy, though presenting in many respects adi^ui^ 
tages for a great and commercial nation, dFered this 
main impediment to its separate existence as one in- 
dependent state, that its length being toa great in pro- 
portion to its breadth, there was no point sufficiently 
coitral to preserve the due influence of a metropoUi^ 
in relation to it6 extreme northern and southern proh 
vinces ; and that the iidiabitants of Naples and Losk 
bardy being locally so far divided, and diffmng in 
climate, habits, and the variety of temper which 
climate and habits produce, could hardly be united 
under the same government From these causes Italy 
was, after the demcdition of the great RomuiEmpire, 
early broken up into different subdivisions, whkd^ 
more dvilized than the rest of Europe at die tim^, 
attracted in various degrees the attention of man* 
kind ; and at length, from the sacerdotal power of 
Bome, the wealth and extensive c om merce of Venice 
sod Genoa, the taste and qil^dour of Florence, and 
^ ancient fame of the metropolis of the woiid, be- 
came of importance much over-proportioned to their 
actual ext^ ^ territory. But ibis time had passed 
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away, and the ItaSan States, rieh in lemembranoes, ^ 
wore now comparatively poor in pmnt of immediate 
consequence in the scale of nations. They retained 
thdr oli^urchical or monarchial forms and constitu- 
tions, as in the more vigorous state of their existence, 
but appeared to have lost dieir energies both for good 
and evil. The proud and jealous love which each 
Italian used to bear towards his own province was 
much abated ; the hostility of the factions which db- 
vided most of their states, and induced the dtizens 
to hazard their own death or exile in the most tri- 
fling party quarrel, had ^bsided into that caks, sel- 
fish indifference, which disreguxls public interests' 
of all kinds. They were ill governed, in so far as 
their rulers neglected all means of benefiting die . 
subjects or improving the country ; an4 they were * 
thus far well-governed, that, softened by the civili- 
zation of the^times, and perhaps by a tadt sense of 
their own weakness, their rulers had ceased, in a' 
great measure, to exercise with severity the des- 
potic powers with which they were in many cases 
invested, though they continued to be the cause of 
petty vexations, to which the natives had become 
callous. The Vatican slept like a volcano, which* 
had exhausted, its thunders ; and Venice, the most, 
jealous and cruel of oligarchies, was now shut* 
ting her wearied eyes, and closing her ears, against 
infonoiers and spies of state. The ItaUan -States 
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stood,- ihtrefore^ like a brotberhood of dd trees, de- -. 
cayed at heart and root, but still making some show - 
of braocbes and leaves; until the Frendi invasions 
rushed down, like the whirlwind which lays them ; 
prostrate. 

In the rdations between France and Italy, it must 
be observed that twoof the most ommderable of these 
States, Tuscany and Venice, were actually in league :. 
with the former country, having acknowledged the 
r^ibblic, and done nothing to deserve the chastise- - 
ment of her armies. Others might be termed neutral, 
not having perhaps deemed themselves of conse- 
quence sufficient to take part in the quarrd of the 
coalesced powers agunst Fnmce. The. Pope bad 
given cSmod by the affair of Biusseville, and the en« 
courag^nent which his countenance afforded to the 
non-^conforming diergy of France. But, excepting 
Naples and Austrian Lombardy, no State in Italy - 
could be exactly said to be at open war with the new • 
rqmblic Buonaparte was determined, however, that > 
this should nudee no difference in his mode of treats 
ing them. 

The first of these slumbering potentates with whom 
he came in omtact, was the Duke of Parma. This 
petty soverrign, .even before Buonaparte entered 
Milan, had defnrecated the victor^s wrath ; and al- 
though neither an adherent of the. coalition, nor at 
lf^x with Frafic?, he found himself obliged to pur^ 
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clmse on aitnistice by heavy sacrifices. ' He paid a 
trilmte of two millions of livres, beddes furnishing 
horses and pi'ovisions to a large amount, and agree- 
ing to deliver up twenty of the finest pmnthigs in his 
cabinet, to be chosen by the French General. 

The nextof these sufferers was the Dukeof Modena. 
This Prince was a man of moderate abilities ; his bu- 

* Muess was hoarding money, and his pleasure consisted 
in nailing up, with his own princely handsr, the tapes- 
try which ornamented churches on days of high ho. 
liday ; from which he acquired the nick-name of the 

* royal upholsterer. But hi» birth was illustrious as the 
descendant of that celebrated hero of £ste, the patron 

' of Tasso and of Ariosto ; and his alliance was no less 
splendid, having married the rister of the unfortu- 
nate Marie Antoinette, and of Joseph the Second : 
then his daughter was married to the Archduke 
Ferdinand, the Governor of Milan. Notwithstand- 
ing his double connexion with the Imperial family, 
the principality of Modena was so small that he might 
have^ been passed over as scarce worthy' of notice, 
but for the temptation of his treasures, in the works 
of art, as well as in specie. On the approach of a 
column of the French army to Modena, the Duke 

• fled from his capital, but sent his brother, the Che- 
valier d'Este, to capitulate with Napoleon. 

It might have been urged in his favour, that he 

• was no avowed partner in the coalition ; but Buona- 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



.1|2 - LUQE:^? , 

. parte took for granted his good will. tDwards^liis bro- 
ther-in-law the Emperor of Austria, and esteemed it 
a crime deserving atonement Indeed it was one 
which had not been proved by any open action, 
but neither could it admit of bdng disproved. The 
Duke was therefore obliged to purchase the privi- 
lege of neutrality, and to expiate his supposed good 
inclination for the house of Austria. Five millions 
and a half of French livres, with large contributions 
in provisions and accoutrements, perhaps cost the 
. Duke of Modena more anxious thoughts than he 
. had bestowed on the misfortunes of his imperial re- 
latives. 

To levy aa obnoxious states or princes the meai^s 
of paying or accommodating troops, would have been 
only what has been practised by victors in all ages. 
But an exaction of a new kind was now for the first 
time imposed on these Italian Princes. The Duke 
of Modena, like the Duke of Parma, was compelled 
to surrender twenty of his choicest pictures, to be se- 
lected at the choice of the French General, and the 
persons ci taste with whom he might advise* This 
,was the first time that a demand of this nature had 
.been made in modem times in a public and avowed 
manner, and we must pause to consider the motives 
and justice of such a requisition. 
. Hitherto, works of art had been considered as 
jtficred, even during the utmost extremities of war. 
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They were judged to be the property, not so much 
ef the nation or individuals who happened to pos- 
sess them, as (^ the world in general, who were sup- 
posed to have a common interest in these produc- 
tions, which, if exposed to beonne the ordinary spoiU 
of war, could hardly escape damage or destruction. 
To take a strong example of forbearance, Frederick 
ef Prussia was a passionate admirer of the fine arts, 
and no scrupulous investigator of the rights conferred 
by conquest, but rather disposed to stretch Aem to 
the uttermost* Yet when be obtained possesmn of 
Dresden under drcumstances of high irrttadon, Fre« 
derick respected the valuable gallery, cabinets, and 
museums of the capital of Saxony, and preserved their 
contents inviolate, as a spedes of property which 
could not, and ought not, to fidl within the rights 
c^a conqueror. He considered the Elector as only 
the keeper of the gallery ; and regarded the articles 
which it contained as belonging to the civilized world 
at large. 

Th^e are persons who demand the cause of this 
distinction, and require to know why works of art, 
the value of which is created solely by the opinion of 
those who pretend to understand them, and is there- 
fore to be regarded as merely imaginary, or, as it id 
called by lawyers, a mere pretium qffectioniSy should 
be exeitopted from that martial law which disposes at 

pleasure of the real property of the vanquished. * 
11 
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It miglit e^y be tbown in reply, that the inspect 
due to genius of the highest order, attaches with a sort 
of religious zeal to the objects of our admiration in the 
fine arts,. and renders it a species of sacrilege to sub- 
ject Uiem to the chances of war. It has besides at* 
ready been hinted, that these cheS^'oeuvres being 
readily liable to damage, scarcely admitting of being 
repmred, and absolutely incapable of being replaced, 
their existenceis hazarded by rendering them the ob- 
jects of removal, accorfling to the fluctuation of vic-^ 
tory. 

But it is surely sufficient to say, that wherever 
^ progress of civilization has introduced rules to 
qualify and soften the extremities of war, these 
should be strictly adhered to. In the rudest ages 
of society, man avails himself of the right of the 
strongest in the fullest atent The victor of the 
Sandwich Islands devoura hb enemy— the North*- 
American Indian tortures him to death--aImost all 
savage tribes render their priisoners slaves, and seU 
them as such. As society advances, these inhuma- 
nities fall out of practice ;• and it is unnecessary to 
add, that, as the victorious general deserves honour- 
able mention in history, who, byjhis clemency, re- 
laxes in any respect the rigorous laws of conquest, 
so he must be censured in proportion, whose con- 
duct tends to retrograde towards the brutal viok»co 
of primitive hostility. 

15 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



NAPOLEON B0OKAPAET£. 145 

■ 

BuodApdirte cAiiiiot be exempted fSr6ni thU taigure. 
He, as the wUling i^m cf the Directory under 
whose conrtnaods he acted, had tesdved to drt^gard 
the neutrality which had hitheno been consideted a$ 
attaching to the produotioiift of the fine arts^ and, for * 
the first time, had determined to tiew them tA the 
npdih of conquest. The motite is more easily dis^ 
eovered than justified. 

In the reign o( l^errw and Equality, the fide arts, 
with everything connected with cultivated feelings, 
bad been regarded as incomisteftt With th6 lAtixplk 
city of the Republican character $ and, fike the Mic 
eessful fanatics of England, and the first entbun^i^i^ 
Votaries c^ the Itomn, the true Satis Culottes Were 
disposed to esteem a taste whidi dould Qdt geii^fally 
exidt without a previous impen6t eduoatiota) ^ tome* 
thing aristocratic, and alienfh>m the imagiliary btand* 
ard of equality , td^ which it was didr purpKMe to lower 
alt ike exertions of kteilect, as wdl a^ die possettsioik 
of property. Pidaces were therefore desti^yed, and 
aftonmnents broken to pieces. 

Bdt thk brutal prejudice, with the oibetmempii 
ti these frantic democrats to bring back the world td 
a state of barbarism, equally in moral and in getieltf 
fMing, wai^ discarded at the M\ el the JaeobiA aii*i 
AMity. Those who succeeded to die govermaent^ 
exerted themselves laudably in endeavouring rathet 
to excite men's nnndi^ to a love of those studies and 

VOL. III. K 
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tastes, whkh are evar found to humanize and soften 
the general tone of society, and which teach hostile 
nations that they have points of friendly union, even 
beeause they unite in admiring the same master- 
pieces of art A Museum was formed at Paris, foir 
the purpose of collecting and exhibiting to public 
idmiration painungs and statues, and whatever wa^ 
excellent in art, for the amusement of the dtizens» 
whose chief scene of pleasure hitherto had been a 
wild and ill-regulated civic festival, to vary the usual 
exhibition of the procession of a tnun of victims mo^ 
ving towards the guillotine. The substitution of such 
a better object of popular attention was. hcmourable, 
^drtuous, and politic in itself, and speedily led the 
French people, partly from taste, partly from nation-* 
ial vanity, to attach consequence to the fine arts and 
their prodiAstions* 

Unfortunatdy th^re were no wdinary measures 
hy which the French, as purchasers, could greatly 
augment the contents of their Museum ; and more 
unfortunately for other nations, and ultimately foe 
themsdves, they had the power and the will to in- 
crease thorpossesedons of tins kind, without researdi 
t» expense by means of the irresistible progress ol 
Aeir arms; We have no right to say that this peeu- 
^ar q^ies of spoliation originated with Buonaparte 
personally. He probably obeyed the orders of the 
Diwetory;, and, besides, instances might no^deubl 
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^ be found in the hbtory of all nations, of interesting 

' articles of this nature having been transferred by the 

ehance of war from one country to another, as in cases 
<^ plunder of an ordinary description, which, though 
I seldom avowed or defended, are not the less occa- 
tionally practised. But Napoleon was unquestionably 
the first and most ai^ve agent, who made such ex- 
actions, a matter of course, and enforced them upon 
principle ; and that he was heartily engaged in this 
sdieme of general plunder, is suffidently proved from 
his expressions to the I&'ectory^ upon transmitting 
those puntings which the Duke of Modena, the first 
sufferer on Ihis system, was oMnpelled to surrender, 
and which were transferred to Paris as the l^itimate 
spoibofwar. 

. But b^re copying the terms in which Napoleon 
amimmces the transmisuon of masterpieces of art to 
Ae National Museum, it ought to be remarked, that 
the celebrated Saint Jerome, by Correggio, which 
he mentions with a sort of insulting triumph, was 
^counted so ^valuable, that the Duke of Modena 
offered two millions of livres as the ransom of thai 
picture alone. ^ This large sum the French general, 
acting on the prindple which many in his situation 
were: tempted to recogmse, might have safely con- 
verted to his own use, under the certiunty that the 
«{qpropriation, indispensable as his services were to 
^ government, would neither have been inquired 
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into mur ensured* Btit ararioe cannot ho tbQ com- 
panioo>farle8fttI?ecoatraUer»of fimlaUoit. The fed- 
iogg of the young vicUht were of a character too ide-* 
vated to, stoop to the acquiaitMMi of wealth ; nor waa 
his career, at that or any other period, sidlied by this 
particvdar and most d^rading species of sdfishoeas. 
When his officers would have parsu^ded him to ac< 
eept the money, as more us^ul for the army, be re- 
pUed» that the two nuUicns of francs would soon be 
iqpent, but the Conr^ypo would remain an camaaoEienl 
of the city of Faris for ages, and inspire the produce 
tion of future masterpieces. 

In lua di^atch to the Directory, of I7th Fkarctt], 
^h of May^) Napoleon desires to ha^e some artists 
sent to him, who might collect the monuments of art ; 
irhich shows that the purpose of seisni^ upon them 
had been already formed* In the letter whidi aeoam« 
pamed the traasmissicm of the i»ctuvesi, hebaatiieae 
remarkeble expressions :f<-»^^ You wtU reoet«e the ar- 
ticles of the suspcaunon of armawbieb I have gcaated 
to the Duke of Parma, i will send you aa sopa as 
possible the finest pictuces of Gocreggio^ amoi^ 
others a Sah»t Jerome, which is said to be bia nattef^ 
piece. I must own that the mtA takes an lududiy 
time to visit Paris, but I hope you witt gmnt him 
the honours of the Museum."" 

The same system was followed at Milan, wliepe 
several of the most v^idble articles w^re taken fvou 
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the Ambrofiian coQectimi. The articles were recei* 
ved in the qxrit with which they were transmitted. 
The moH ablie critids were dispatched to assist the 
general in the selection of the monuments of the fin^ 
alrts to be transferred to Paris, and the Secretary* 
general of the Lyceum, confounding the possesaon 
of the }m>duction of genius with the geniu^ itself 
wfai^ created them, congratulated hi^ countrymen 
on the noble diqwsitions which the victors had evin« 
oed. ^^ It b no longer blood^^ said th^ orator, << which 
the Fradich soldier thirsts for. He deares to lead ne 
slaves in triumph behind his chariot«*-4t is the glo- 
rious spoils of the arts and of indos^y wiUi which 
he hmga to decorate his i4ctoiies-^he cherishes that 
devouring passion <^ ^eat souls, the love of glory, 
and the enthusiasm for high talents, to which the 
Greeks owisd their afttcxiishing successes. It was the 
defiftnoe of thehr temples, their monum^ts, their sta« 
tu^ their great artists, that stimulated their valour. 
It was from such motives they conquered at Salamis 
and at MarathcHl. It is thus that our armies ad* 
^aobe, escorted by the love of arts, and followed by 
sweet peace, from Com to Milan, and soon to pro- 
ceed fiom lb»oe to thefMrnid baolic of St Peter'i^'' 
Tlie reasbning of the Steretary of the Lyceum is 
lost amidst his dioquence ; but the qieech^ if it means 
anything, signifies, that the seizing on those admi- 
red productions placed th^ natbn whidi acquired 
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the forcible posaessioii of them, in the nine oondi- 
lion as if she had produced the great men by whom 
they were achiered ;— just as the ancient Sgrddans 
believed they became inspired with the talents and 
virtues <d those whom they murdered* Or, accord* 
ing to another interpretation, it may mean that the 
French, who fought to deprive other nations of their 
property, had as praiseworthy motives of action ks 
the Greeks, who made war in defence of that which 
was their own. But however their conduct ini^t'be 
regarded by themselves, it is very certain that they 
did by no means resemble those whose genius set the 
example of such splendid success in the fine arts. 
On the contrary, the classical prototype of Buona-> 
parte in this transaction, was the Roman Consul 
Mummius, who violently plundered Greece of thofte 
treasures of art, of which he himself and his oottn-' 
trymen were insensible to the real and proper value. 
It is indeed little to the purpose, in a moral point 
of view, whether the motive for this^species of rapine 
were or were not genuine love of the art The fin-- 
gering connoiss^r Who secretes a gem, cannot plead 
in mitigation, that he stole itj not <m account of die 
value of the stone, but for the excellenoe of the engra-> 
ving; any more than the devotee who stde a Kble 
could shelter herself under a religidus motive. But, in 
truth, we do not believe that the French or tiieir ge- 
neral were actuated on this occasion by the genuine- 
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foveofjiPt This taste leads men to entertain rtspwl 
for the oljects which it admires; and feding its ge-^ 
Maine influence, a conqueror would decline to pre 
an example of a qpecies of ra^nne, which, depriving 
those objects of admiration of the protection with 
which the general sentiment of civilized nations had 
hitherto invested them, must hdd them up, like 
other ordinary property, as a prey to the strongest 
soldier. Again, we cannot but be of opinion, that a 
genuine lover €i the arts would have hentated to 
tear those puntings from the churdies or palaces, 
for the decoration of which they had been expressly 
punted, and where they must always have been seen 
to the best effect, whether fixmi the phyaical advao* 
tages of the l^t, size (^apartment, and other suit- 
able localities connected with their original ntua<^ 
tion, or firom the moral feelings which connect Ae 
wcHrks themselves with the place for whidi they were 
primarily designed^ and whodi they had occufHed 
for ages. The destructicm of these mental connex- 
ions, which give so much additional ^ect to paint- 
ing and statuary, marely to gratify the sdfish Jove 
of appropriation, is Jike taking a gem out of the 
setting, which in many cases may considerably & 
mmish its value. 

We cannot, ^erefore, believe, that this ^stem of 
spoliation was dictated by any sincere and manly love 
of the arts, though this .was so much talked of in 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



IS0 Llffb OV 

cribed to the art and ambitkm oi tb9 DmoUHfy who 
ordered^ wd the General wbo^ibiqrid i both qf wbomt 
bcaqg cennbld that the natiaoal vanity would beflat^ 
tw^ l^ tbM( fpecicf of tiibute, ba9tfi)ed to aecur^ it 
an ample gratificaticHi. Bucmipiirtesinparticular^wai 
at )ea0t;SuffiQi|eqtly awar9> dtat, with howev^ Uttla 
pmily pf tufte the Parisaiis njight look upon thoe 
exquisite produptions, they would be i^dSci^tly idive 
to the r^coUection^ that^ being deonod by all civilised 
people thei most admirable specimen in the world, 
theyalqur of the French armiei^ «nd the lakiU of their 
unrivalled generalf had ientth^n toi^m them^tro* 
polia of France ; and n^ght hope, that once broi^t 
to the prime dty of the Great Nation^ such chef*d^ 
ceuvresi could not agiun be sulgect to danger by trans? 
portfttion, but mu3t remain tber^ fixed %» household 
godit^for tbeadmiralionof posterity* Sohqp^ns 
we have seen, the victor biniself; and doubtW with 
the proud antidpation, that; in future ages the isck^ 
lection qf himself, and of bis deeds, must be ipsepar 
rably connected with the adnuradcm which the Mnr 
seumj, ord^n^d and enriched by,hin(i> w^ calculated 
toprodui^* 

But art and ambition are apt to estimate the ad* 
vanta^s of ^ favourite measure somewhat too has- 
tily. By this breach of the law of nations, as hitherto 
acknowledged ^^d 4Cte4 upon,, the French drgr«dcd 
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their own dunractaTy and exdtod the strongnt pngu- 
dioeagahist their mpscity among the Italiam, whose 
fi^ise of injury was in pn^rtbn to the value which 
they set upcm those sj^endid woriu, and to the disho- 
nour which they felt at being £nrdUy deprived of 
thenu Tb^ lamentations were almost like those of 
Mioah the 3E^hraimite» when robbed of ^^ the graven 
louge, BXid die Temphira, and the Ephod, and the 
molten image,^ by the armed and overbearing Da- 
niteS'^^^ Ye have taken away my gods that I have 
BNHle, and what hove I moee ?^ 

Agun, by this unjust proceeding, Buonaparte 
prqiared tat France and her ciq>ital the severe moral 
ksion infficfeedupea her by the allies iAl8]|»» Vic- 
tory has wii^ as well as Ridies; and the abuse of 
conquest, as of wealth, becomes frequently the source 
of bitter retributiosL Had the puntings of Coneg" 
gLi^ and^^ber geeat masters, been left undisturbed in 
the euttody of their true owners, there could not have 
been room, at an i^r pcsriod, when looking acound 
the-LonviB, fiar the reflection, ^^Hereonoew^redis* 
posed the traaiuies of art^ wlmb, won by vicknce, 
i lost fay defeat"" 
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CHAPTER V. 

Directwjf frQpo9e» to divide ike Army qf Italy hetwist Buona* 
parte and jteOermantL — Buonaparte reeigne, and the Btreo^ 
t9ry five mp the poM.'^Jniurreeihnayaimtt^ French ai 
Paow--cnMft0d-«iiif Ae Leadere the^^Ake at tke Iwtpe* 
rial Fiefi and Lugo, queOed and punished in theeame way. 
— R^fledione. — Auetriane defeated at Borghetto, and re* 
treat ftt ro ig Cm Adige»''^^Bwenapafte narrow^ ee eap ee heiny 
made Frimmer at Vaiegyie^^Hmtiia bMuMU-^Ferem, 
occupied by the Frendi.^^King o/Naptee secedee/rom Aue* 
tria. — Armietice purchased by the Pope. — The Neutrality 
of Tueoany violated, and Leghorn occupied by Ae French 
Troepe.'^^^Vieeoe ef Buotu^^arte r§tpeeiing uke BevoltMott>m 
izing of Italy^-^He temporizes. — Conduct of tie Austrian 
Government at this Crisis. — Beaulieu displaced, ajhd suc^ 
ceededby Wurmser.^Buonaparte sits down before MantwL 

Occupying Milan, imd amqueror in so many 
battles, Buonaparte ni%;ht be justly oonndered as in 
absolute possession of Lombardy , while the broken 
forcesof Beaulieu had been compelled to retreatimdor 
that sde remaining bulwark of the Austrian power, 
the strong fortress of Mantua, where they might 
awut such support as should be detached to them 
through the Tyrol, but could undertake no offensive 
operations. To secure his position, the Austrian ge* 
neral had occupied the line formed by the Mincio, his 
left flank resting upon Mantua, his right upon Pes- 
chiera, a Venetian city and fortress, but of which he 
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had taken possession, against the reclamation of the 
Venetian government, who were desirousof observing 
a neutrality between sudi powerful belligerents, not 
perhaps altogether aware how far the yietor, in so 
dreadful a strife, might be disposed to neglect the 
^neral law of naticms. The Austrian defence on 
tibe right was prolonged by the Lago di Guarda, a 
large lake out of which the Mincio flows, and whicfa^ 
cunning thirty-five miles northward into the moun- 
tains of the Tyrol, maintained umnterrupted Beau^ 
lieu^s communication with G-ermany. 

Buonaparte in the meantime permitted his forces 
only the repose of four or five days, &re he again 
summoned them to active exertion. He called on 
them to visit the Capitol, there to re-establish Qte 
ought to have said to cany aivo^) the statues of the 
great men of antiquity, and to change, or rather re- 
novate, the destinies of the finest district of Europe. 
But while thus engaged, he recdved orders from 
Paris respecting his farther proceedmgs, wlddi must 
have iserved to coiivince him that dB his personal ene- 
mies, all who doubted and feared him, were not to be 
found in the Austrian ranks. 
' The IMrect<»rythemiselve8 had begun to su(q)eet die 
prudence of sufiering the whde hmrvest of success 
which Italy esSardedy to be reaped by the adventu- 
rous and haughty diaracter who had first thrust in 
the sickle. They perhaps felt already an inslincUvc 
distrust of the waxing influence^ which was des^ 
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tiDed one day to werpower their own. tJndersome 
suck ixaprfimoBf they reacdved to divide the aamy 
«f Italy betwixt Buonaparte and KeUermann, direct, 
iog the form^ general to paw the Po, and adyance 
aonthiranl on Bome and Naples, with twenty thou- 
oand men ; while KeUermann^ with the other moietj 
#f the Italian army, should press the siege of Mantua, 
and make head against the Austrians. 

This was taking Buonaparte^s victory out of his 
grasp; and he resented the proposal accordingly, by 
transmitting his resignation, and declining to have 
any ooncmi in the loss of his army, and the fruits 
f^hisoonquests. He affirmed, that Kdkrmann, with 
an army reduced to twenty thousand men, could not 
ftoe Beaulieu, but would be speedily driven out of 
Lombardy; and that, in consequence, the army 
which advanced southward would be overwhelmed 
and destroyed. One bad general, he said, was bet- 
tar fliaa two good ones. The Directory must have 
perceived from such a reply, the firm aiul inflexible 
nature of the man they had made the leader of their 
annies, but they dared not, such was his reputation, 
proceed in the plan they had formed for the dimi^ 
nutaon of his power ; and periiaps, for the first time 
»nee the Bevcdution, the executive government of 
ffanoe was compdkd to give way to a successful 
general, and adopt his views instead of their own. 
The campaign was left to his note management ; he 
obtained an ascendency which he took admiraUc care 
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Mt to xdiaquiftk, and it becmetfaecmly taskof the 
Dmdborj^ so fiur as Italjr was oonccnitdy to study 
pbfases for inlimataig tkorapprdbatiflo of theyoung; 
general^s measures. 

WlwtrvcE ^ere the ultHDatedes^BS of Baonaparte 
agauMt Bome, ha thoaghl k pradent to snqpend them 
until he should be iree horn all danger of the Ai>s« 
trians^ by the final defeat of BeaoKeiL For Ark 
object, be dkected the dmnons of his anay to* 
wards the right hank of theMkicio/ with a iiew of 
once more fiorang Beaiilieii\t. poiitioa, after haring 
t^ken precaatioBsfiir Uockading the dtadel of M3ai>, 
where the Austrians still held ovt, and fer guarding^ 
Pavta and other poiots, which appeared Aecessary to 
sepwre his conquests. 

Napokon himsrif fixed hk head-quaarters at LocB, 
up^a the24lhdrMay. Bat he was scareely arrired 
thtfe, when he reeeiied the alsnaing* inti^tgence, 
that, the akj ei Pai^a, wkhall die surrmmdkig dis* 
triets, w»e in «nns in his rear; that the toemr was 
ringing in eirery vttlage^ and that news ni^re cireufaH 
ted that the Prince of Cond^^s army, united urith a 
jitEoi^ Austrian ftcce, hod desceiided fWnn the Tyrol 
into Italy. Some commotiona had shown thom Be lvc s 
in Milan, and the Austrian garrison there made de- 
moastrationB towards favouring ^ insurrection in 
Pavia, where the insurgents were completdy suc- 
cessful j and bad made prisoners a French ooi^ of 
three hundred men. 
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' BuaAtufmhe r cppCBC Mls theie dirturlatticies afe effect:, 
cd Iqr Austrian agents; but he had fimnerly assured 
WMf that tibe Italians took little interest in the fate tst 
their German masters. The truth is, that, having 
entered Itsij with the most flattering assurances of 
observing respect for public and private property, 
the French had dieiiated the inhabitants, by exact; 
ing the contributions which they had imposed on the 
country with great severity. As Catholics, the Ita« 
lians were also ^sgusted with the open indigmties 
thrown oii the places and objects of public worship, as 
w«U as on the persons and character of their priests.* 

The nobles and the dergy naturally saw thor ruiii 
in the success of the French ; and the bwer dasses 
jdned them for the time, from dislike to fore^ers, 
kyve of nadcmal iiklependence, resentment of the ex- 
actions made, and the acts of sacril^e committed by 
the ultramontane inVaders. About thirty thoisnnd 
insurgents were in arms ; but having no regular forces 
on which to rest as a rallying point, they were iH 
(Calculated to OMlure the rapid assault of the disri* 
plined French. 

Bttcmaparte, anxious to extinguish a flame so formi- 



• * It bM been idleged, that in a farce exhibited on the pablic stage 
by attdMcitir of BwMMpsrte, the Pope wit b&trodaoed in hU pontifi. 
cal dress. This, which could not be looked on as less than upilipi 
by a Catholic population, does not accord with the general conduct of 
B o o m p at te . See, however. Tableau det P^remih-e* Guerres de Buo^ 
najtarte, Paris, 1815, par Le Chevalier Mechaud de VilWUe, p. 4*. 
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daUe, insUntljr returned from Lodi to-Milaa^ at the 
head <^ a strong divisuMi^ todL order for the safety 
of the captal of Lombardy, and moved next nK^ning 
towards Pavia, the centre of the insurrection. The 
vilh^ of Benascoy which was defended against Lan- 
nes, was taken by storm, the inhabitants put to the 
fiword, and the place plundered and burnt Napoleon 
himself arrived before Pavia, blew the gates open 
with his cannon, diq)ar8ed with ease the half«armed 
insurgents, and caused the leaders of the insurrec* 
tion to be. put to death, for having attempted to de- 
fend the independence of their country. He then 
seized on the persons of many inhabitants, and sent 
them to Paris as hostages for the sut^tion of their 
ftUow-citisens. 

The Frei^ general published a prodama&n in 
^ Be|»ibliean stjrle, tn which he reproaches the in^ 
surgmts for presuming to use arms in defence of thdr 
country, and menaces with fire and sword whatever 
individuals should in future prosecute the isame da* 
ring course. ^ He made his Areat good some weeks 
afterwards, when a similar insurrecticm took {daceiii 
those dbtricts called the Imperial fiefs, and still later,' 
when an efPort at resistance was attempted in the 
town of Lugo. On both oecanons, the leaders of the 
armed inhabitants were tried by a military conmMfr- 
saan, condemned, and Aot. On the last, indeed, to 
revenge the defeat sustuned by a squadron of French 
dragoons^ Lugo was taken by storm, pillaged, bcmit, 

IT 
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and the uien put to the swocd ; wUte tdme credit 
•eems to be taken by Buonaparte in his dispati^es^ 
for tbe demencj of the FrcQch, whicb i^iated.tbe 
women and duldren. 

It is impossible to read tbe aeoount of tIieBefanrba> 
rides, widuMt contxasting them wkh the opinioBs 
pw^e as o d on other op c awons i both bj the iqwdAcaa 
and inqpetial gov^nments of France The &Bt of 
these exdaimed as at an unheurd of cniritj, when tbe 
Duke of Bmnswicky ia his ceidbrated prodamation, 
^ireatened to treat as a brigand eyery FrendKnan^ 
not being asoklicry whota he sdxodkl find under anssy 
and to destroy such viUagcs as diottkl offer resistanee 
to the iirrading army. The Fi«ndi at that time cimi- 
adored with justice, that, if there is otte duty nuHre 
holy than another, it is that wUeh calls<m men to 
defend tbrir native ckxtntry against ioiTasion. Napo* 
leM, being emporor, was of tbe same opinion m tbe 
years 1&18 and }814^» when the allies eKtered tbe 
French territories^ ud when, in Tarious ptdchuna* 
^om^ he called on the inhabilwts to rise agmnst 
the invaders wilh tbe implements of their ordinszy 
b^MMir when they had no better sams^ and ^^ to shoot 
aforeigner as they would a wolf j^ Itwodldbe.diffi* 
wLt to reconcile these kivitations with the ctuiri ven« 
gasnce taken on the town of Lngo^ for observing a 
line of conduct which, in rinrilat ckcnnMlailcesy Bi«>- 
napnrte so keenly and eameslliy reeommenJM to 
those whom fortune had made his owi» sub)ec4sw 
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The brief iiiSQiTecticai of t^avia i^uppressed by the^ 
«ei73eritie8, Buonapatte odce more turned his thoughts 
to the strong portion of the Austrians, with the puf • 
pose of redudng Beaulieu to a more decided state 
of disability, before he executed the threatened yen. 
geance of the Republic on the Sova^ign Pontiff. 
For thift purpose he adraneed to Bresda, and ma^- 
iKBurred in such a manner as induced Beaulieu; 
whcmi repeated surprises of the same kind had not 
put upon hb guard) to believe, that dther the French 
general intended to attempt the passage of the Min* 
cio at the small but strong town of Peschiera^ where 
that rirer issues from the Latgo di Quarda, or els6 
that, marching northward along the eastern bank, be 
dettgned to come round the head of the lake, and 
dius turn the right of the Austrian position. While 
Beaulieu disposed his forces as expecting an attack 
on the right of his line, Buonaparte, with his usual 
celerity, proposed to attack him on the centre, set 
Borghetto,.a town situated on the Mincio, and com- 
manding a bridge over it, above ten miles lower than 
Peschiera« 

On the SOth May, the French genera! attacked 
with superior f(»rce, and repulsed across the Min- 
cio, an Austrian corps who ^ideavoared to cover 
the town. The fugitives attanpted to demolish 
the bridge, mid chd break down one of its arches. 
But the French, rudiing forward with impetuoMty^ 

VOL. ni. I. 
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lender cover of a heAvy fine updo the retfetliag Aus- 
trians^ repaired the broken avdi floafi toeffectapM- 
iageyaiid the Minao, passed as the Po and the Adda 
had been before^ ceased in i|$ turn to be a proteelion 
to the army drawn up behind it* 

Beanlieu, who had his head^qu^ten at Yaleggio, 
ji village nearly cqiposite to B<Nighetto^ hastened to 
retreat, and evacuating Peschiera, nardied his dis- 
mayed forces behind the Adige, leaving five han- 
dred prisoners, with other trophiea of victory, in the 
hands of the French. Buonaparte had de^^ned that 
this day of suc^Ss should have been ^1 nH>re de* 
icisivc^ for he meditated an attack uptm Peschiera ftt 
the moment when the passage at Borgbetto was ao- 
oomplished ; but ere Augereau, to whom this m^ 
ncpuwe was^ comnHted, had l^me to iq>prpach Pes- 
chiera, it was evacuated by thef Austrians, who were 
m full retreat by Castel Nuovb, protected by their 
cavahy. . , 

The left' of the Au^rian line^ cut off firom the 
centre by the passage of the French, had been sta- 
tioned at Puzzuolo, lower on the Mineio. When 
Sebottendorf, who commanded the Imperial troops 
stationed on the left bank, heard the cannonade, he 
immediately ascended the river, to aa^t his com- 
manderJiv^hief to repel the French, of to take them 
in fiank if it was already crossed, The retreat of 
BeauUeu made li^th purposes impossible; and yet this 
march of Sebottendorf had almost produood a^ri^ult 
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io[ giteaikr e<Hi8eqMiioe limn wtnlld have been the 
most comjiete yfidory. 

Tlie Frencli' diinston which first crosied Ae 
AMancio, had pasetd throu^ Vakgglo without halt- 
ing, ia pursuit oi Beattfieu, by whom the village 
bad beea just before abandoned. Buonaparte with 
A small retinue remained in the plaee^ and Masaewfa 
diTisioQ w&re still on the right bank of the Mindb^ 
prqMuring th^ dinner. At this moment the advan- 
ced guard of Sebottendorf, donsi^ing of hulans and 
liussars, piubed into the village df Valeggio* There 
was but barely time to cry to arms, and^ shotting the 
gates of the inn, to employ the genetal^s smdl el»6rt 
in its defence while Bumi^qMurte, escaping by the gar- 
den^ mounted his hofwt and galloped towards Mas- 
sena'^s diidsion. The soldiers il»ew aside thar cook- 
ery, and nmrched instantly against Sebottendc^, who; 
with much difficulty^ and not without loss, effiscted a 
retreat in the same directionashiseommander.in-diief 
Beaulieu. This personal risk indtKed Buonaparte to 
form what he called die corps <^ guides, Veterans ctf 
ten years^ service at least, who were perp^uaUy near 
his person, and, like the TriarU of the Romans^ 
w«re employed only when the nK>st desperate effinrts 
of courage were necessary. Bestneres, afterwards 
Duke of Is^ria, and Mareschal of Fnmce, was placed 
sa the bead of this chosen body, which gave rise td 
the foimation of the celjebrated Imperial Quards^oC 
Napotemi. 
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The passage of the Minicio ol^ged the' Att^^ans 
to retire within the frontier of the Tyrol ; and tiiey 
might have been considered aa completely expeDied 
Aom Italy, had not Manttia and the citadel of Milan 
still continued to display the Imperial banners. The 
castle of Milan was a place of no extraordinary 
strength, the surrender of which might be calculated 
OB so soon as the general &te of war bad declared 
itself against the present possessors. But Mantua 
was by nature one of those almost impregimble for* 
tresses, which may long, relying on its own reaources^ 
defy any compnlrion but that of famine. 

The town and fortress of Mantua are Mtuated en 
a spedes of island, fire or six leagues square, called 
the- Seraglio, formed by three lakes, which com* 
mmicate with, or rather are formed by, the MindcK 
This island ha» access to the land by five cause- 
ways, the most important of which wa» in 1796 de. 
fended by a regular dtadel, called, from the vidt- 
■ity of a ducal palace. La Favorita. Another was 
defended by an entrenched camp, extending between 
the fortress and the lake. The ^ird was protected 
by a homwbrk. The remaining two causeways were 
only defended by gates and drawbridges. Mantua^ 
low in situation, and surrounded by water, in a warm 
climate, is naturally unhealthy; but the air was Hkely 
to be still more destructive to a besieging army, (which 
necessarily lay in many respects more exposed to the 
elements, and were besides in greater numbers, and 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



NAIt>L£ON BUOJNAPABTfi. 16S 

h^ habituated to the air of the place,) than to a 
gaxris^ who bad been seaaoned to it^ and were well 
accomtiiodated within the fortress 

To surpri^ a place so strong by acoup^leuaudn was 
impossible, though Buoniqparte represents his soldiers 
as murmuring that such a deqperate feat was not 
attempted. But be blockaded Mantua with a large 
force, and pi*oceeded to take such other measures 
to improve his success, as might pave the way to 
future victories. The garrison was numerous, 
amounting to from twelve to fourteen thousand m^d ; 
and the deficiencies of the fortifications, which the 
Austrians had neglected in over security, were made 
up for by the natural strength of the place. Yet of 
the jSve causeways, Buonaparte made himself master 
of four ; and thus the enemy lost possession of all be« 
yond the walls of the town and citadel, and had only 
the means of attaiiung the msunland through the 
citadel of La Favorita. Lines of circumvallation were 
formed, and Serrurier was left in blockade of the for** 
tress, which the possession of four of the accesses en^ 
abled ITim to accomplish with a body of 9ien inferior 
to the garrison. 

To complete the blockade, it was necessary to cone 
to some arrangement with the ancient republic of 
Venice. With this venerable government Napoleon 
ha4 the power o£ working his own pleasure ; for al» 
though the state might have nused a considerable 
army to assist tb^ Austrians, to whom its senate, or 
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ari8tooratiegov«riiment,oertainljboregood.will, yet^, 
having been in amity with the French Republic, they 
deemed the step too hasardous, and vainly trusting 
that thehr neutrali^ would be respected, they saw the 
Austrian power completely broken for the time, be- 
fore they took any active measures either to stanil in 
their defence, or to ddprecate the wrath of the victor. 
But when the line of the Mindo was forced, and 
Buonaparte oocuped the Venetian territory cm the 
left bank, it was time to seek by concessions that 
dcfierenoe to the rights oS an independent country, 
whic^ the once haughty aristocracy of Venice had 
lost a favourable opp<Nrtunity of supporting by force. 
There was one circumstance which rendered their 
cause unfavourable* Louis XVIII,, under the title 
of a private person, the Comte de Lille, had recei- 
ved the hospitality of the republic, and was per* 
mitted to remain at Verona, living in strict seclu- 
sion. The permission to entertain this distinguish- 
ed exile, the Venetian government hi^ almost men- 
dicated from the French revolutionary rulers, in a 
manner which we would term mean, were it not for 
the goodness of the intention, which leads us to re- 
gard the conduct of the andent mistress of the 
Adriatic with pty rather than contempt But when 
die screen of the Austrian force no longer existed 
between the invading armies of France and the Ve- 
netian territories^when the final subjugation of the 
north of Italy was resolved on — the Direotoiy pe- 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



KAFOLKON B0ONAFAilT£. I6T 

remptorily ^lenniinded^and t^e seteie of Venice w«re 
obliged to grant, an order, removing the Comte de 
JJille from the boundaries of the republic. 

The illustrious exile protested against this breach 
of hospitality, and demanded, before parting, that 
his name, which had been placed on the golden book 
of the republic, should be erased, and that the ar« 
mour presented by Henry IV. to Venice, should be 
restored, to his descendant. Both demands were 
evaded, as might have been expected in the drcum« 
stances, and the future monarch of France left V^« 
rona on the ^Ist of April, 1796, for the army of the 
jPrince of Copde, in whose ranks he proposed to place 
himself, without the purpose of assuming any com- 
mand, but only that of fighting as a volunteer in the 
character of the first gentleman in France. Other 
less distii^uished emigrants, to the number of several 
hundreds, who had found an ^ylum in Italy, were, 
by the successes at Lodi and Borghetto, compelled 
to fly to other countries. 

Buonaparte, immediately after the battle of Bor- 
ghetto, and the passage of the Mincio, occujned 
the town of Verona, and did not fsul to intimate 
to its magistrates, that if the Pretender , as he term<» 
ed him^ to the throne of France, had not left Ve» 
rona before his arrival, he would have burnt to the 
ground a town which, acknowledging him as King of 
France^ assumed, in doing so, the air of being itself 
the capital of that republic. This might, no doubt. 
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sound gmUant in Paris ; but Buonaparte knew well 
that Louis of JPrance was not reodved in the Vene- 
tian territory as the successor to his brother^s throne^ 
but only with the hospitality due to Uk unfortunate 
prince, who, suiting his claim and title to his ntua- 
tion, was content to shelter his head, as a private 
man might have done, from th^ evils whi(^ seenied 
to pursue him. 

The neutrality of Venice was, howevet, for the 
time admitted, though not entirely from respect for 
the law of nations ; for Buonaparte is at some pains to 
justify himself for not having seized without cere- 
mony on the territories and resources of Aat republic, 
idthpugh a neutral power as far as her utmost exer« 
Uons could preserve peutrality. He contented him- 
self for the time with occupying Verona, and other 
dependencies of Venice upon the line of the Adige; 
" You are too weak,** he said to the Proveditore 
Fescarelli, <^ to pretend to enforce neutrality, with a 
few hundred Sclavonians, on two such nations as 
France and Austria. The Austrians have not re- 
spected your territory where it suited their purpose, 
and I must, in requital, occupy such part as falls 
within the line of the Adige.^ 

But he considered that the Venetian territories to 
the westward should in policy be allowed to retain 
the character of neutral ground, which The Govern- 
ment, as that of Venice was emphatically ddled, 
would not, for their own sakes, permit them to 
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lose ; wMte qtherwiiey if ooeupied by the Freneh 
as conquerors, these timid neutrab might, upon any 
revei^, have resumed the character of fierce op* 
pooents. And, at all evaits, in order to secure a 
territory as a conquest, which, if respected as neutral^ 
would secure itself, there would have been a neces- 
«ty for dividing the French foices, whidi it was Buo- 
naparte^s wish to concentrate. From interested mo- 
tives^ therefore, if not from respect to justice, Buo-^ 
aaparte deferred seizing the territory of V^ce when 
within his grasp, conscious that the total defeat of 
the Austrians in Italy would, when accomplidied, 
leave the pppey as attainable, and more defenceless^ 
than ever. Having disposed his army in its position, 
and prepared some of its divisions for the service 
which they were tp perform as movable columns, he 
returned to Milan to reap the harvest of his successes. 
The first of these ccmsisted in the drfection of the 
King of Naples from the cause of Austria, to which, 
from family connexion, he had yet remained attached, 
though of late with less deep devotion. His cavahry 
had behaved better during the engagements on the 
Mincio, than has been of late the custom with Nea- 
politan troop, and had suffered accordingly. The' 
King, discouraged with the loss^ solicited an armis- 
tice, which he easily obtmned ; for his dominions' 
being situated at the lower extremity cf Italy, and- 
his force exten^g to rixty thousand men at least, it 
was of importance to secure the neutrality of a powezr 
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who mi^ be dbmgeiotti, and who was not, as maU 
ten sUmmI, under the inunediate control of tht F 
A Neapolitan ambassador was sent to Paris to oon^ 
dude a final peace ; in tbe meanwhile, the soldiers of 
the King of the Two Sidlies were withdrawn fitan 
the army of Beaulieu, and returned to their own coun^ 
try. The disponticms of the Court of Naples con. 
tinuedy nevertheless, to vadllate, as opportunity of 
advantage, joined with the hatred of the Queen, (sis^ 
ter of Marie Antoinette,) or the fear of the Fremk 
military superiority, seemed to fNredominfte. 

The storm now thickened round the devoted head 
of tbe Pqpe. Ferrara and Bologna, the territories of 
which belonged to the Holy See, were occupied by 
the French troops. In the latter place, four hundred 
of the Papal troops were made prisoners, with a car- 
(final who acted as their officer. The latter was dis- 
missed on his parole. But when summoned to re- 
turn to the French head^quarters, his Eminence de- 
clined to obey, and amused the Republican officers 
a good deal, by alleging that the Pope had di^^ensed 
with his engagement. Afterwards, however, there 
w^e officers of no mean rank in tbe French service, 
who could contrive to extricate themselves from the 
eagi^ment of a parole, without troubling tbe Pope 
tsm his interference on the occasion. Influenced by 
the approaching dwger, tbe Court of Borne sent 
Asara, the Spanish minister^ with full powers to Uc^t 
(at an armisUce* It wHs a remarkable part pf Buo« 
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imparte^s character, that he knewas w^l whcsi to fotw 
bear as when to strike Borne, it was tme, was an 
enemy whom France, or at least its {w^esent rulers, 
bodi hated and despised ; but the moment was then 
inopportone for the proseeudon of their resentment; 
To have detached a sufficient force in that difeo* 
timi^ would hare weakened the French army in die 
north of Italy, where fresh bodies of Garman troopi 
were already arriving, and might hare been attended 
with great ultimate risk, »nce there was a possibiliQ^ 
that the English mi^t have transported to Italy the 
forces whidi they were about to withdraw from Cor- 
sica, amounthig to six thousand men. But though 
these consiiferations recommended to Napolecm a 
n^;ottadon widi die Pope, his Holiness was com- 
pelled to purdiase the armistice at a severe i^te. 
Twenty-one millions of francs, in actual specie, with 
large contributions in forage and military stores, 
the cession of Ancona, Bologna, and Ferrara, not 
forgetting one hundred of the finest pictures, sta- 
tues, and similar objects of art, to be selected ac 
cording to the choice of the onnmittee of artists who 
attended the French army, were the price of a re.^ 
spite whidi was not of long duration. It was partis 
cularly stipulated, with Republican ostentation, that 
the busts of the elder and younger Brutus were to 
be among the number of ceded articles, and it was 
in this manner that Buonaparte made good his vaunt, 

X2 
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of eaUbbsbiiig in the Roman cajntoi the statues of 
the illustrioas and ckswcal dead. 

The Ar^duke of Tuscany was next to undergo 
the republican discipline It is true, that prince had 
given no offimce to the Frendi B^ublic ; on Ae con- 
tnury, he haddaims of merit with them, from having 
been the very first power in Europe wht> admowled. 
ged them as a l^al government, and having ever 
since been in strict amity with them. It seemed also, 
that while justice required he should be spared, the 
interest of the French themselves did not oppose the 
condusion. His country could have no influence on 
the fate of the impending war, being situated on the 
western^ ade of the Apennines. In these circunu 
stances, to have seized on his museum, however 
tempting, or made requisitions on his territories, 
would have appeared unjust towards the earliest ally 
of the Fcrach Republic ; so Buonaparte contented 
himsdf with seizifig on the Grand Duke^s sea-port of 
Leghorn, confiscating the English goods which his 
subjects had impcnrted, and entirely ruining the once 
flourishuig commerce of the Dukedom. Itwasaprin- 
dpal object with the French to seize the British mer- 
chant vessds, who, confiding in the respect due to a 
neutral power, were lying in great numbers in the 
harbour ; but the English merchantmen had such 
early intelligence as enabled them to set sail for Cor- 
sica, although a very great quantity of valuable goods 
fell into the possesion of the French. 
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While the French g^eral was thus vkdi^ng the 
neutrality of the Grand Duke, occupying by sur* 
prise his raluable sdiport, and destrojring the com- 
raerce of his state, the uidiappy jHrince was compdi-t 
led to recdve him at Florence, with all the respect 
due to a valued finend, and profSess the utmost obK-i 
gation to hkn 4br Us lenity^ while Manfredini, the 
Tosom raimster, endea¥oiH«d to throw a veil of de« 
o^Acy over the transactions at Le^iom, by allowii^ 
that the English were mcnre masters in that port than 
was the Grand Duke himself. Buonaparte disdain- 
ed to ha^re recourse to any paltry apcJogies. ^* The 
Frendi flag,^ he said, ^ has been insulted in Leg* 
faom—- You are not stroi^ enough to cause it to be 
respected. The Directory has commanded me to 
occupy tfae*>i^ce*^ Shortly after, Buonaparte^ du-« 
ring an entertainment given to him by the Grand 
Duke at Florence, recdved intelligence that the ci- 
tadel of Milan had at length surrendered. He rub* 
bed his hands with self-congratulation, and turning 
to the Grand Duke, observed, <^ that the Emperor, 
his brothar, had now lost his last possesion in Lorn- 
bardy;' 

When we, read of the exactions and indignities f o^ 
which the strong reduce the weak, it is imposrible 
not to remember the rimile of Napoleon himself, 
who compared the alliance of France and an inferior 
state, to a ^ai^ embracing a dwarf. ^< The poor' 
dwarf,"" he added,*^^ may i»obaUy be saifocated inr 
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tbeanntofhiifiMad; but the giant do^ nM: mean 
it, and caoMt help it,^ 

While Biumaparte made truce with s^reial of die 
old states in Italy, or rather adjourned their destnic- 
tioa in eonnd^^atMm of large cc»itribution0» he was 
far from losiiig si^ of the main object of the Frondi 
Direetory, wbieh was to cause the adjacent goreni. 
ments to be revolutionised and new-modelled on a 
sqfHiblioan fcmn, corresponding to that of the Great 
Nation herself. 

This scheme was, in every rei^)ect, an exceedmg*- 
ly artful erne. In every state which the Frendi m^ht 
overrun or conquer, there must occur, aa we httire 
already repeatedly noticed, men fitted to form the 
memben of revolutionary government, and who, 
from thmr pirevjous situation and habits, must ne^ 
oessanjy be found eager to do so. Sudbt men are 
sure to be supported by the rabble ci, hu^ towns, 
who are attracted by the firospect of {dunder, and 
by the splendid promises of liberty, which they at- 
YmjB understand as promising the eqiulizadon ci 
pn^wrty> Thus provided with nmterials fcnr their 
edifice, the bayonets of the French army were of 
stre^igth sufficient to prevent the ta^k from being in- 
terrupted, land the Fr^eh BepuUic had soon to greel 
mt^ states under the government of men who held 
ihm offices by the pleasure of France, and who were 
oUiijedt therefgte, to comfdy with all her requisi- 
tions^ bawilver imfeascKMible. 
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Tbia ati«i^emenl wBimded the Frenoh gerera* 
ment an opfKyrtunity of deriving ercrj mSivmi^b^ 
Crom the subordkiite republics, which could poanbly 
be dndned out of di^n, wkhout at the Btflie tine 
iacumng the odium of makiiig the exaetbns in their 
own natne. It is a custom in some coairtms, whffii 
a cow who has lost Iwr calf wiU not yield her nnUt 
freely, to place befinv the refractory animal the skin 
id her young one stuffed, so as to have some resem* 
Uance to life* The cow is deceired by Ais impoe^ 
l»r^ and j^ields to be milked upon seeing thiarepre^ 
sentative of her (^KiH*ing. In like manner, the show 
of independence assigned to the Batayian, and other 
aeaociated republics, enabled France to drain diese 
countries c^ supplies, which, while they had the ap* 
pearance of bmng given to the goyemments of those 
who granted the supplies^ passed, in fact, into the 
bflndt of their . engrossing ally. Buonaparte was suf- 
ficiently aware that it was expected from him to ex^ 
tend the same system to Italy, and to aooekrate, in 
the conquered countries of that fertile land, this spe* 
des of political regeneration ; but it would appear 
that, upon the whole, he thought die soil scaroriy 
l^pared {ot a republican harrest He menticMB^ 
no doubt, that the natives of BcJogaa and Reggio, 
and other districts, were impatient to unite with tlie 
French lusidlieS) and intimate frirads; bat e^en these 
exfHressicas are so limited as to make it plain that the 
feelings of the Italiaas in general w«Ee mtn as ^net 
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&Toi]nble to that revdotkHi wluclf thci Directorj 
dewed, and which he endetTouired to forward. 

He had, indeed, in all his prodamations, declared 
to the inhabitants, of the invaded countries, that hk 
war was not waged with them but with thm goTsm- 
niente, and had published the strictest orders for 
the discipline to be observed by his fcdlowers. But 
though this saved the inhabita:nts from immediate 
vidence at the hand of the Frendi soldieiy, it did 
not dinumsh the wright of the reqinritions with wfaicb 
the coontry at large was burdened^ and to iHiicli 
poor and rich had to contribute their diare. They 
were pillaged with regularity, and by order, but 
they were not the less jnllaged; and Buonapmrte 
himself has informed us, that the necessity of main^ 
taining'the French army at th^ expense very much 
retarded the march of French prindples in Italy. 
** You cannot,^ he ssljSj with much truth, *^ at the 
same moment strip a people of th^ substance, and 
persuade them while doing so, that you are thdr 
friend and benefactor.^ 

He mentions also, in the St Helena manuscripts, 
the regret expressed by the wise and philosophic 
cal part of the community, that the revolution of 
Bome, the source and director of superstitious opt- 
lOons, had not been commenced; but frankly admits 
that the time was not come for going to such extre^ 
nnties, and that he was contented with {Sundering 
the Roman See of its money and valuables, waidng 
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u»tUtbe fit asomeiitBliotildttnite of totally destroy* 
uig that aaoient hieiniFeby. 

It WAS not mthoiit dWculty that Buonaparte 
oouM Inrmg the Dit«ct<n*y to understand and relidi 
these tempcnring measunes. They had fovied a 
false idea of die country, «id of the state and tem* 
p^ of the people, and were dearous at once to revo- 
InlioBiaae Rome, Na{^, and Tuscany. 

Napolemi, more prudently, left these extensive re- 
gions uttder the direction of their old atnd feeble gp* 
vemments, whfHn he cmnpdled in die intarim to sup- 
ply him with money and contributions, in exchange 
far a fNNrtraeted ^stenee, whidi he intended to de- 
stroy so soon i» the fit opportunity rfibuld ofler itself 
What may be thou^t of this policy in diplomacy, we 
pretaid not to say ; but in jmvate 1^ it would be 
justly branded as iJtogedie!^ infamous. In point of 
morality, it resembles the conduct of a robber, who, 
having exacted the sunpender of the traveller's pro- 
p^ty, as a nmscxn for his fife, ccyneludes his violence 
by murder. It is alleged, and we have fitde doubt 
wkh truth, that die Pope was equally in»iicere, and 
struggled only, by immediate submission, to prepare 
for the hour, when the Austrians riiould strengthen 
their power in Italy. But it is the duty of the his- 
toriaii loudly to prockdm, that the bad faith of one 
pfuty in a treaty f<»*ms no excuse tot that of the 
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Other; and tliat nauonal oontmcUougjIit to be^espe- 
cially on the stronger side, m pure in timr. intesit, 
and executed as^ rigidly, as if those. wi|h wbmi thej 
were contracted were held (obe equaUy stntoe in 
their {Hxiposittons* If the Biore ppw^ijd party ji»d^ 
o^ha: wise, the means ai^ in theirband to conUnue the 
war ; ^d they ought to ^aeeunier thw more feehle 
enemy by detection, and pimtshmppt of hi$ fraud, 
not by anticipating the samedeoeilfuli^efwie which 
their opponent has resorted to Ui the consciousness of 
his weakness,-^ke a hare which dpublesbefi^re the 
hounds when she has no other hope of escape. It 
will be wdl with the world, when fi^hood and finesse 
are as thoroughly exfdoded in intematicHial commu- 
nication,, as they a»e among imjiiyiduals in aUcivii 
lized oountfiea 

But thoa^' those states, whose aotereigns could 
sSatd to pay for forbearance, !were su&red {ixr a time 
to isemiun uades their andent govelmmeiits, it might 
have liiQea thought that Lonibanly,. {torn which the 
Auslrians had h^esi almost totally driven, and where^ 
of ooursey th^e was no one to compound ¥^th on the 
part of the old govevmnent, wQMid have been made 
an' exception.' Aceor4ii%ly, the French faction in 
these districts, with all the njum^roqs daas who were 
awak^n^ by the hope of natiomd independ^ic^ ex- 
pected impatiently the declaradon of their freedom 
from the Austrian yoke, and their erection, under the 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



WAPOtVOW BirOKAFARTK. 179 

imiiecUon <^ France, ialo a republic on the same 
model wUh that of the GfeatNaJ^oo. But although 
BuQBiqparte encouraged men who heM these cfiuiimsy 
and writers who supported them, he had two wei^y 
reasons for proeraatinating on this point Fir^t, if 
Finance manumitted Lombardy, and coair^rted her 
fnNp a ccmquered province into an ally, she mupt in 
consistency hav^ abstamed from daoianditig of the U^ 
berated country those 8U(qpUes, by which BucMqaparte^s 
army waa entirely paid and supported. Again, if this 
difficulty could be got over, there remained the secret 
purposeof the Directory to be ccH^dered. They had 
determined, whai they should make peace with the 
Emperor of Austria, to exact the cesrien of Belgium 
and the territory of Luxembourg, as provinces Ijfing 
convenient to France, and had res(dved» that under 
pertain orcumstances, they would even^ve up Lorn- 
bardy again to his dcmiinion, rather than not obtain 
these more dearable obyecta. Toere^ a new repub- 
lic in the country which they were prepared to re- 
store to its former sovereign, would have been to 
throw a bar in the way of their own negotiation. 
Buonaparte had therefore the difficult task of at once 
encouraging, on the part of the republicans of Lom- 
bardy, the principles which induced them to demand 
a separate government, and of soothing them to exp- 
p^ with patience events, which he was secretly C4»>- 
scious might possibly never come to pass. The final 

20 
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itisue shall be uAd etewhere. It may be just neees- 
sary to observe, that the condnet of the French to- 
wards the republicans whom they had formed no^ire- 
determination to support, was as imcandid as torards 
the ancient governments whom th^ treated wkb. 
They sold to the latter false hopes of security, and 
encouraged the former to express sentiments and 
qMuions, which must have exposed them to ruin, in 
case of the restoration of Lombwrdy to its old rulers, 
an event which the DirecUMry all along contemplated 
in se^t. Such is, in almost all cases, the risk in* 
curred by a domestic faction, who trust to carry their 
peculiar objects in the boscmi of their own country 
by means of a foreign nation. Their too powerful 
auxiliaries are ever ready to sacrifice them to their 
own views of emdument. 

Having noticed the effect of Buonaparte's short 
but brilliant campaign on other states, we must ob- 
serve the elfects which his victories produced on 
Austria herself. These were entirely consistent with 
her national character. The same tardiness which 
has long made the government of Austria slow in 
availing themselves of advantageous circumstances, 
cautious in their plans, and unwilling to adopt, or 
indeed to study to comprehend, a new system of 
tactics, even after having repeatedly experiwiced its 
terrible efficacies, is combined with the better qua- 
lities of firm determination, resolute endurance, and 
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unquenchnbie sfHrit. The Austriaa sbwnesB and oht 
stinacy, which have sometimes threatened them with 
niin^aye, cm the other hand, often been compen^ 
sated bj their firm perseverance and courage in ad^ 
veraty. 

Upon the present occasion, Austria showed ampl^ 
demonstration of the various qualities we have as- 
cribed to her. The rapid and successive victories 
of Buonaparte, appeared to her only the rash fl^ht 
of an eaglet, whose juvenile audadty had over.esti<^ 
mated strength of his pinion. The Imperial 
Council resolved to sustain their diminished Ibrc^ 
in Italy, with such reinforcements as might enabl^ 
them to reassume the complete superiority over th^ 
French, though at the risk of weakening their aiv 
mies on the Rhine. F(»rtune in that quarter, tboug|i^ 
of a various complexion, had been on the. whole more 
advantageous to the Austrians than elsewhere and 
seemed to authorize the detaching con^derable ran- 
forcements from the eastern frontier, on which they 
had been partially victorious^ to Italy wh^re, since 
Buonaparte had descended frdm the Alps, they had 
been uniformly unfortunate. 

Beaulieu, aged and unlucky, was no longer consi- 
dered as a fit opponent to his inventive, young, and 
active adversary. He was as fall of dispteasure, it 
is s^, against the Aulic Council, for the associates 
whom they bad assigned him, as they ocnild be with 
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him for his bad success.* He was recaMod,i there- 
fore, in that species of disgrace which misfortune 
never fails to infer, anid the command of his remain- 
ing forces, now drawn back and secured within the 
passes of the Tyrol, was provioonaliy assigned to the 
veteran Melas. ... 

Meanwiiile Wurmser, accounted one of the best 
of the Austrian generals, was ordered to ptece him- 
self at the head of thirty diousand men from the 
imperial forces on the Rhine, and, traver^g the 
Tyrol, and collecting what recruits he could in that 
warlike district, to assume the command of the Aus- 
trian army, which, expelled from Italy, now lay 
upon its frontiers, and might be supposed eager to 
resume thrir national supremacy in the fertile cli- 
mates out of which they bad been so lately driven. 



* The fonowing letter appears in the Joumab as an intercepted 
dispatch Arom BeauUeu to the Aulic Counqil of War*. It is perhaps 
supposititious, but seems worthy of preservation as expressing the ir- 
ritated feelings with which the veteran general was certainljr affected, 
whether he wrote, the letter in question <Nr not. It will be leooUected, 
that D*Argenteau, of whom he complains, was the cause of his origi. 
nal misfortunes at Monte Notte. See p. 101. ** I asked youibr a 
Generaly and you have sent me Afgenteau.— :I am quite aware that 
he is a great lord, and that he is to be created Field-marshal of the 
Empire, to atone fbr my having placed him under arrest — I apprise 
you that I have no more than twenty thousand then remaining, and 
that the French are sixty thousand stcoi^. I uprise you £srther, 
that I will retreat to-morrow — next day — the day after that and 
every day— even to Siberia itself, if they pursue me so far. My age 
gives me right to speak out the truth. Hasten to make peace on any 
condition wIiat80ever.*'.-.Jfo/i«/fttr, 1796. No, 269. 
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Aware of the storm which was gathering, Buona- 
parte made every possible effort to carry Mantua be- 
fore arrival of the formid^le Austrian army, whose 
first operaticm .would doubtless be to raise the siege 
of that important place. A scheme to ta|cethe cttyawd 
casde^y surprise, by a detachment which should pass 
to thcf'Seraglio, or islet on which Mantua is situated, 
by night and in boats^ having totally failed, Buona- 
parte was compelled to open tirenches, and proceed 
as by regular siege. The Austrian general, Canto 
D'Trles, when summoned to surrender it, replied 
that Ins orders wereito-defend^the place teextremity. 
Nap(Je€m, on bis fiide, assembled all the battering 
ordnance which cotdd be collected froni the walls of 
the neighbouring cities and fortresses, and the attack 
-and defence commenced in the most vigorous man- 
ner on both sides ; the French making every effort 
to reduce the.city before Wurmser should opeuihis 
campaign, the governor determined te protract his 
resistance, if pos^lde, until he was relieved by the 
advance of that general. But although red-hot balls 
were expended in profusion, and severid desperate 
and bloody assaults and sallies took place, many more 
tMittles were to be fought, and much more blood ex- 
pended, before Buonaparte was fated to succeed in 
this important object 
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CHAPTER VI. 

Can^gn on ike Bkhne^-^General Plan.'^WaHerMben and 
Oie AriMnke CharUi f^ifirehtfortJtmrdanand 
TMArtMvkefirmt ajumoHkm mth Wartm$Ubm, amdde^ 
feati Jourdan, whe retiru-^Moreau, oho, makes hie edef 
hrated Retreat through ^ Black Forest—Bwmaparte 
raieee the Siege of Mantua, and defeats the Auetriane at 
Solo and Lonato.'^MMek&ohur qf the Freneh General, 
VaUtte, at Caetiglione. — Lonato taken, toith the Frenek or* 
ttiiery, on Sd August.-^Retaken by Maeeena and Augereau. 
'^Singular escape of Buonaparte from Mng captured at 
Lonatc-^Wurmser drfeated between Lonatd and CastSgUon^, 
and retreats on Trent and Boveredo.^Buonaparte resumm 
his position before Mantua. — Effects of the Frenth Victo* 
ries on the different Italian States. — Inflexibility of Aus* 
tria.'^Wurmser recruited.^-'Battle of Eoveredc-^Frendk 
victorious, and Massena occupies Trent-^Buonaparte do* 
feats Wurmser at Primolano^and at Bassano, Sth S^ 
tember. — Wurmser flies to VicenxtU'^Battle qf Arooiku^ 
Wurmser flnaUy shut up within the walls qf Mantua, 

The reader must, of course, be aware, that Italy, 
through which we are foUowing the victorious career 
of Napoleon, was not the only scene of war betwixt 
France and Austria, but that a field of equally stre« 
nuous and much more doubtful contest was opened 
upon the Rhine, where the high military talents of 
the Archduke Charles were pppoised to those of 
Moreau and Jourdan, the French generals. 

The plan which the Directory had adopted for 
the campaign of 1 796 was of a gigantic character, and 
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menaced Austm, their most powerful enemy upon 
the continent, with nothing short of total destniCr 
tion. It was worthy of the genius of Carnot, by 
whom it was formed^ and of Napoleon and Moreau, 
by whom it had been revised and approved. Under 
sanction of this general plan, Buonaparte regulated 
the Italian campaign in which he had proved so suc- 
cessful ; and it had been schemed, that to allow Aus- 
tria no breathing space^ Moreau, with the Army <^ 
the Sambre and Meuse, should press forward on 
the eastern frontier of Grermany, supported on the 
left by Jourdan, at the head of the Army pf the 
Rhine, and that both generals should continue to ad- 
vance, until Moreau should be in a posiuon to oom- 
municate with Buonaparte through the Ty rcd^ When 
this junction of the whole forces of France, in the 
centre of the Austrian dominions, was accomplished, 
it was CamoCs ultimate plan that they should advance 
upon Vienna, and dictate peace to the Emperor under 
the walls of his capital. 

Of this great project, the part intrusted to Buona- 
parte was completely executed, and for some time 
the fortuneof war seemed equally auspicious to France 
upon the Rhine as in Italy. Moreau and Jourdan 
crossed that great national boundary at Neuwied and 
Kehl, and moved eastward through Germany, form- 
ing a connected front of more than sixty leagues in 
breadth, until Moreau had actually crossed the river 
Leek, and was almost touching with his right flank 
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the passes of the Tyrol, through whidi he was, ac- 
cording to the plan of the campaign, to have cam- 
municated with Buonaparte. 

During this advance of two hostile armies, amount, 
ing each to seventy-five thousand men, which filled 
all Germany with consternation, the Austrian leader 
Wartensleben was driven from position to position by 
Jourdan, while the Archduke Cliarles was equally 
unable to maintdn his ground before Moreau. Tlie 
Imperial generals were reduced to this extremity 
by the loss of the army, eonsisting of from thirty 
to thirty-five thousand men, who had been detach- 
ed under Wurmser to support the remains of Beau- 
lieu^s forces, and reinstate the Austrian affairs in 
Italy, and who were now on their march through 
the Tyrol for that purpose. But the Arcliduke was 
an excellent and enterprising officer, and at this 
important period he saved the empire of Austria 
by a bold and decided manoeuvre. Leaving a large 
part of his army to make head against Moreau, or 
at least to k^p him in check, the Archduke moved 
to the right with the rest, so as to form a junction 
with Wartensldben, and overwhelm Jourdan with a 
local superiority erf numbers, being the very principle 
on which the French themselves achieved so many 
victories. Jourdan was totally defeated, and compelled 
to make a hasty and disorderly retreat, which was ren- 
dered disastrous by the insurrection of the G^erman 
peasantry around his fugitive army. Moreau, also 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



VAPOLEON BUOKAPA&TE. 187 

imable to mountain hhnself in the heart of Oermany, 
when Jourdan, with the army which covered his left 
flarik, was defeated, was likewise under the necesrity - 
of retiring, but conducted his retrograde movement 
with such dexterity, that his retreat through the 
Black Forest, where the Austrians hoped to cut him 
off, has been always judged worthy to be compared 
to a great victory. Such were the proceedings on 
the Rhine, and in the interior of Germany, which 
must be kept in view as influencing at first by the 
expected success of Moreau and Jourdan, and after* 
wards by thrir actual failure, the movements of the 
Italian army. 

As the divisions of WurmsePs army began to 
arrive on the Tyrolese district of Trent, where the 
Austrian general had fixed his head-quartcrs, Buo- 
tt£^arte became urgent, either that reinforcements 
shoukl be dispatched to him from France, or that 
the armies of the Rhine should make such a move- 
ment in advance towards the point where they might 
co-operate with him, as had b^en agreed upon at 
arranging the original plan of the campaign. But 
he obtmned no succours ; and though the campaign 
on the Rhine commenced, as we have seen, in the 
month of June, yet that period was too late to afford 
any diversion in favour of Napoleon, Wurmser and 
his whole reinforcements being already either by that 
time arrived, or on the point of arriving, at the place 
where they were to commence operations against the 
French army of Italy. 
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The thimder-doud which had been so Umg black- 
ening on the moimtains of the Tyrol, seemed now 
about to discharge its fury. Wurmser, having under 
his command perhaps eighty thousand men, was 
about to march from Trent against the French, 
whose forces, amounting to scarce half so many, 
were partly engaged in the siege of Mantua, and 
partly dispersed in the towns and villages on the 
Adige and Chiese, for covering the division of Sar- 
rurier, which carried on the siege. The Austnan ve- 
teran, confident in his numbers, was only anxious so 
to rq^ulate his advance, as to derive the most con- 
dunve consequences from the victory which be 
doubted not to obtain. With an imprudence which 
the misfortunes of Beaulieu ought to have warned 
him against, be endeavoured to occupy with the di- 
visicms of his army so large an extent of country, as 
rendered it very difficult for them to maintain their 
communications with each other. This was particu- 
larly the case with his right wing under Quasdcmo- 
wich, the Prince of Reuss, and General Ocskay, 
who were detached down the valley of the river 
Chiese, with orders to direct their march on Brescia. 
This division was destined to occupy Brescia, and 
cut off the retreat of the French in the direction of 
Milan. The left wing of Wurmser's army, under 
Melas, was to descend the Adige by both banks at 
onee, and manoeuvre on Verona, while the centre, 
commanded by the Austrian Field-marshal in per- 
son, was to march southward by the left bank of the 
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Lagotli Guards, take poiswsstoii of Pesobiera, whidi 
the Freneh occupied, and^ descending the Miacioy 
rdieve the siege of Mantua. There was this radical 
error in the Austrian plan, that, hy sending Quas- 
donowich^s divisicm by the valley of Chiese, Wurni- 
8^ placed the broad lake of Giiarda, occupied by a 
French flouUa, between his right wing and the rest 
c^ his array, and of course made it iniposnUe tor the 
centre and left to support Quasdonowich, or even to 
have intelligence of his motions or his fate. 

The active invention of Buonaparte, sure as he 
was to be seconded by the zeal and rapidity of the 
French army, speedily devised the means to draw ad- 
vantage fron^ this dislocation of the Austrian forces. 
He resolved not to await the arrival of Wurmser and 
Melas, but, concentrating his whole strength, to march 
into the valley erf Chiese, and avail htnuself of the 
local superiority thus obtained, to attack and over- 
power the Austrian division left under Quasdonowich, 
who was advancing on Brescia, down the eastern side 
of the lake* For this purpose one great sacrifice was 
necessary. The plan inevitably involved the raising 
of the siege of Mantua. Napoleon did not fae^tate 
to relinquish this great object, at whatever loss, as 
it was his uniform S3rstem to sacrifice ail secondary 
views, and to incur all lesser hazards, to secure what 
he considered as the main object of the campaign. 

Serrurier, who commanded the blockading army, was 
44 
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baldly oid^«d todeslnqrasHtudiaspQmbleofihe 
CAimoii and stories whidi bad been collecUd with so 
much pmns for the prosecution of the siege. An 
hundred gms were abandoned in the trenches, and 
Wiurmser, cm arriving at Mantua, found that Buo. 
naparte had retired with a preciiiitation resemUing 
ih$t ot fear. 

On the flight of the 31st July tbift operation took 
place, and, leai4ng the diyision of Augereau atBor- 
ghetto, and that o£ Massena atPeschiera, to protect, 
while it was possible, the line of the Mincio, Buc^ia- 
parte rushed, at the head of an army which his com- 
binations had rendered superior, upon the right wing 
df the Austrians, which had already directed its march 
to hoDBXOy near the bojttom c^ the Lago di Guarda, 
in order to approach the Mincio, and resume its com- 
mumca^n with Wurmser. But Buonaparte, pla- 
ced by the celerity of his moYements between the 
two hostile armies, defeat^ one dividon of the Aus- 
trian right at Salo, upon the lake, and another at 
Lonato. At the aaoi^, time, Augereau and Massena, 
learing just enough of men at their posts of Bor- 
ghetto and'Fescbi^ra to mainUun a respectable de. 
fence against Wurmser, made a forced march to 
Brescia, which was occupied by another division of 
the Austrian right wing. But that body, finding it. 
self insulated, imd conceiving that the whole French 
army wi^ debouching cm them from different points, 
was abready in full retreat towards the Tyrol, from 
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which it had advanced with the expectation of torn- 
ing Baonaparte'*8 flank, and destroying his retreat 
upon Milan. Some French troops were kit to aece- 
kcate th^ flight, and prevent their again making 
bead, while Massena and Augereau,. rapidly eoun. 
termarching^ returned to the banks of the Mineio to 
support their respective rear-guards, which they had 
l^ft al BcH'ghetto and Pescbiera, on the line of that 
river. 

They received inteUigence, however, which in»- 
daced them to halt upon this counter-march. Both* 
rear- guards had been compelled to retire from the 
line of the Mineio, of which river the Austrians had 
forced, the passage. The rear-guard of Massenay 
undet Greineral Pigeon, had fallen back in good oiw 
der, so afr to occupy Lonato ; that of Augereau fled 
with precipitation and confusion, and failed to make 
a stand at Castiglione, which was' occupied by Aus- 
tdans^ who' entrenched themselves there. Valette, 
the general whocommanded this body, was deprived 
of bis commission in presence of bis troops for mis- 
behaviour, an example which the gallantry of the 
French goMids^ rendered extremely hifrequent in> 
their service. 

Wurmser became now seriously anxious about the 
fate .of his right wing, and determined to force a 
communication with Quasdonowich at sll risks. But 
he could cHily attain the valley of the Chiese,. end 
the right bank of the Lago di Ouarda, by breaking 
a passage through the divisions of Massena and Au- 
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gereau. On the 8d of August, at break c^ day, two 
diyifiions of Austrians, who bad crossed the Mindo 
ud pursuit of Pigeon and Valette, now directed tban« 
selves, with the Inost determined resolution, on the 
French troops, in order to dear the way between the 
coramander-Ui-chief and his right wing. 
' The late rear-guard of Massena, whidi, by his* 
oountar-niarch, had now become his advanced^guard, 
was defeated, and Lonato, the place which they oc-r 
cupied, was taken by the Austrians, with the French 
artillery, and the gmieral officer who commanded 
than. But the Austrian general, thus far successful, 
fell into the great error of extending his line too 
much towards the right, in mrder, doubtless, if po6« 
nble^ to turn the French position on their lefl flank, 
thereby the sooner to open a communication with'his 
own troops on the right bank of the Lago di Guorda, 
to force which had been his prindpal objecTin the 
attack. But in thus manoeuvring he weakened hia 
centre, an error of which Massena instantly availed 
himself. He formed two strong cdiumns under Au* 
gereau, with which be redeemed the victory, by 
breaking through and dividing the Austrian line, and 
retaking Lonato at the point of the bayonet The 
manoeuvre is indeed a simple one, and the same by 
which, ten years afterw^s, Buonaparte gained the 
battle of Austerlitz; but it requires the utmost 
promptitude and presence ot mind to seiae the exact 
moment for executing such a daring measure to ad- 
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vasiktage. If k is but partiaUjr Kioceasfuly and ihi 
Ottmy retains steadtaess, k is very perilous; sikica 
the atUckiageolUDni, instead ef fiankiogthe brpkm 
divisions of the opposite Itiie^ nay be itself flanked 
by decided officers and detennined troops, and thus 
ecsperienee the disaster whieb it was their objeot to 
ooca^on to the enemy. On the present oecasifim 
the attack on the centre completely succeeded. The 
AustrianS) finding their line cut asunder^ and their 
flanks pressed by the Ttctorious coliuMSs of 4hm 
French, fell into total disorder. Some, who w^w 
farthest to the right, pushed forward, in hopes ti> 
unite themselves to Quasdonowioh, and wtait they 
might find r^aining of the original right wing ; bsiC 
these were attacked in front by General Soret, wlm 
had been acUve in defeating Quasdonowicb upod 
the SOth July, and w&te at the same time pursued 
bf another detachment |if the French, which had 
broken through their centre. 

Such was die fate of the Austrian right at the battle 
4)t Lonato, while that of the left was no less unfavonr- 
idble. They were attacked by Augereau with Uie us«. 
most bravery, and driven from Casciglione, of whii^ 
th^ bad become masters by the bad conduct of Va^ 
l^te Augemau achteired thiis important resuk at 
the price of m^y brave memhlWeB ;« but it was al^ 
wi^ r e m e mb e r ed ^ an e sse nt i al service by Buon a- 
parte, who afterwards, when su^ dignities came in 

VOL. III. N 
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uae, bestowed on Augereau ihe title of JDuke of Ca»i 
tigliooe* After th^ defeat^ there can be nothing 
imagined more confueed or calamitous than the oon^ 
dition of the Austrian divisions, who^ having attack-^ 
edy without resting on each other, found themselves 
<^posed and finally overwhelmed by an enemy wha 
iq>peared to possess ubiquity, simply from his acti^ 
vity and power of combining his forces^ ; 

A remarkable instance of their lamentable state of 
disorder and confusion, resembling in itsconseqvienceil 
more than one example of the same sort, occurred al 
Lonato. It might, with any briskness of intelligence^ 
or firmness of resolution, have proved a decisive ad^ 
vantage to their arms ; it was, in its result, a humi<^ 
liating illustration, how completely the succession of 
bad fortune had broken the spirit of the Austrian 
soldiers. The reader can hardly have forgotten the 
incident at the battle of Millesimo, when an Ajistrian 
column which had been led astray, retook, as if it 
were by chance, Uie important village of Dego ;* or 
the more recent inst^mce, when a body of Beaulieu's 
advMiced guard, alike unwittingly, had nearly made 
Buonaparte prisoner in his quarters.f The present 
danger arose from the same cause^ the confusion and 
want of combination of the enemy ; and now, as in the 
former perilous occunrences> the very samectreum« 

•§ec,ptgel06w f S«c page 1«3. . 
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iCanb^s which brought oh the danger, serfed tp ward 
it off. 

' A body of four or fiTe thousand Austrians, partly 
cbmposed of those who had been cut off at the battle 
of Lonato, partly of stragglers from Quasdonowicb^' 
reoehred information front the peasantry, that the 
French troops, having departed in every direction t6 
improve their success,' had only left a garrison of 
twelve hundred men in the town of Lonato. Th^ 
commander of the division resolved instantly to take 
jpossession of the town, and thus to open his march to 
the Mindo, to join Wurmser. Now, it happened 
that Buonaparte himself, coming from CastigKon^ 
with only his staff for protection, bad just entered 
Lonato. ' He was surprised wh^t an Austrian officeih 
was brought before him blindfolded, as is the custom 
on such occasions, who summoned the Fi^encb com- 
biandanrof Lonato to surrender to a superior force 
6( Austrians, who, he stated, were already forming 
ecdumns of attack to carry the place by irreristible 
force of numbers. Buonaparte, with admirable pre:, 
seflce of mind, cdlected his numerous staff around 
, him, caused the officer's eyes to be unbandaged, that 
he might see in whose presence he stood, and up* 
bi^ded him with the insolence of which he had been 
guilty, in brinfring a summons of surrender to th^ 
Frendi commander-in-chief in the middle of his ai^^ 
my. The credulous oflker, recognising the presence 
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could be there without at least a strong diviinoft.of 
bis wmjf 9t»mmnei out m ^pok^y, a^d retimed to 
fenmde bU dispirited oDnxmoder la suP,reiHd^r him* 
sdft and the Sam tbousabd men i^nd upwa^dt whova 
be cominaackdt ta tbei ^(ompa^Atival^ fHtiat^ tm» 
wjiwb Qccsuf^ed Looatov Th^;gHwidadiheii'an9i# 
nccerdH^y, t0 ime^pafth of ih^ir aumbev, wnd 
aMsed avk i«yitmg aud <eaqr opportu^y of {Gfan^iog 
Bii0n^)arta yriaoner la W«rms^'a bead-i^iii^ft^pF^M 

The AMaHim genc^ral Ums^ whose apl#»diid 
luwy was thu^dc^troy^ in de^l> bad beei& billiefm 
9mfiofi^ in vevictiialUa^ M^^^^Uui, aad tbiK^wfng in 
fui^Uesof evfqr kiad) besides ifhi|ib>aj|^ge|^rti^ 
cf his m^my biid bef^detophed m the wn pqiwiMt 
of Serr^MTi and Ibe t«»ips btely ei^g^ged ia the 
si(Sge»wjba had retreated tow^urds Mwmm* Whm 
Wiir»9er Jkarnfdihedttastersi^f his i^b((;(w 
Idk d(9i|tiwtioA d* 4be t;ro^ ^dispot^^ tjBi Imp a 
omwu^iiOati^n wiih it^ b^ sent, to jri^eall the d«raiM 
which wa b«ve meotioo^MdivdyaMtdAg^ast ijhj^ 
Fnernsh fiositioft be^^Mreei^ lioaiititit aijrdi CacdiglioiM^ 
wiUi 0a «rmy still imme^cn^ aMiruhstim^Big At 
if^eases whioh it had austiraed. S^ut £ii0Q4ifttitit 
bad mat Iqft the' interval uakuprnvtcj^ He bwi !»*- 
called Serrumr f iVHA M«iraa^, jtoais^ ^he left wipg 
mi the $wak of the Ajustriiw yJrid^wwhjal. The 
9p^u« of ^ermnner's fire vm A si^Mli^r djeenerai 
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fiMt«d, and anrly aaib pmoner $ and it fiM« ndtlM 
^rflcf mftriog grei^ losses in th# ntreat and fut* 
suil, sbflt he gained widi difieulty T^m and Risv^* 
vedo, sfae pontioiis adjacent i& the Tyml, fl^mi wkiek 
Iw had 8o>kteljr sallied with such olnidenee of i^ 
tory^ He bad lost perhi^ft one hM of bis flne nrnqr^ 
«ld the ooljr couoiation which reniMned ^as^ that 
he hAd thimrn sullies into ibe forttess of Mntua^ 
His tvoope also no longer bad Che mascoline coaiU 
dctee which is necessary to success in war. They 
wete no longer proud of tb^nsdres and of Dbcpr aMS>. 
minders; md those, espettally, who had snslauied 
m nuniy losses under Beaulmi, could faiHfdly be 
tflKMigbt lo do ibeir doty, in eiieumstanees where it 
seeined that Destiiqr itself wns fighting a^dnst «iM*» 

The Ausbsans am eupposed lo have lost iwvly 
fluty thonsaod men in these disaetrcnis battke. The 
French mnst baTo at least soffei^ the loss of one* 
Csufth of the nuabet^ though BuoMpurte eonftjoes 
linly lo seven shousand nm s and their amy^ des^ 
^^emtelyiBtigued by so Many ttafeobes^ sueh eoastwat 
fightAgV and the hardships of a oonpaign^ wliee* 
#een the Qmer^ for serpen days never hid aside hb 
ikdothcB, or took any negalar repose^ mpnnsd ospt 
Ikno to reeofcr tbdr pbysicil eti wtigtb, 

Mmwtwip, NqMison veenpml idi poskion be* 
Ibre MsDtna; but the irisH of hattsmg tsa moii^ m k i 
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tb«i fiOUMnofiDclit of the linbeAk&y hsatt of A«» 
tumn^ aaiid lakes and inimdatkms, bendes Ihe great 
obaac^ of a seocmd attack on the part of Winnifla^ 
Muced him to limit hia meaaorea to a ample Uock^ 
|id^ which, however, was so strict as to retain th^ 
g/ammm within the walls of the place^ and cut them 
fS even from the islet called the Seragtio. 
J . The j^ehts of this hurried canqpa^ threw light 
go the feetings of the diffisrent states of Italy. Lom. 
baidy in general remained quiet, and the dtizois c^ 
Hihm seemed so well affected to the Freneh, that 
Bucmaparte^ after the victory of Castiglione, return.^ 
|4 them his thanks in name of the RepuUic But 
at Pavia, and elsewhere, a very opposite disposition 
iras evinced ; and at Ferrara, the Canlinal Mattei, 
^jrchbishi^ of diat town, made some pn^ress in ex^ 
^ting an insurrection. His apology , wb» introduced 
to BuonaparteV jHresence to answer f<Mr his ccmduct, 
iHWVSted in uttering the bungle word, Pecoavi ! and 
Niqfiolecm, soothed by his submission, imposed no 
{Minidmient.on htm for his offence, but, on the con^ 
tiary, used his mediation in some negodi^<ms wkh 
|he court of Bcmie, Yet though the JBishop of Fer* 
lara, overawed and despised, was permitted to es^ 
^iqpe, the conduct of his superior, the Pope, who had 
shown vacillaj^ in his purposes of submistton, when 
he heard of the temporary ndsmg of the ueget ctf 
Hii^tua, wai; carefully noled aifd rei|ienabered fo( 
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MiiiHilircrti0ii,''wbM a^intaUe monent abouM oo^ 

0Bff. 

' Ndthiog is m&t^ ranarkable, durkig these csnu 
pi^pis, Aan die veAerknlkty of Austria, whicb, fe* 
^uced io the extremity of distress by the adTimoe of 
Mpreau and* Jonrdan into her temtories, stood nevei> 
^kss on the ddSmsiire at every pointy aad by ez- 
traordmaiy exertions i^^n recruited Wurmser with 
fi«sh troops, to the amount of twenty thousand 
^Mn; which reinforcement enabled that gencMd, 
thdu^ und^ no more propitious star, Jigam to 
resume the oi^nve, by advandng frmn the Tyrol; 
Wurmser, with less oonfidoice than before, hoped 
Mw to rdieye Ae si^ of Mantua a second time^ 
and at a less decelerate cost, by moving from Trent 
towards Mantua, through the defiles formed by the 
river Braita. This manceuvre he proposed to exe- 
eute with thirty thousand men, while he left twenty 
thousand, under Gknend Davidowich, in a strong 
position at or near Boveredo, for the purpose crf^o^ 
vaing the Tyrd ; an invasion of which dktrict, oil 
file part of the French, must have added much to the 
genend panic whidi ah-eady astoimded Germany^; 
from the apprehended advance of Moreau and Jourw 
dan from the banks of the Rhine. ' 
' Buonaparte penetrated the design of the veteran^ 
gaiera), and suffered Inm indiout disturbance tO' 
asardi towards BassuwiqionAhe.flrenta,. in o^^ 
to occupy the line of operations on which he intend- 
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dl> |0 nuBMdmrrr, wid^ the Mcral wtmlmi 4i«l Jm 
would himself assume the offensive, and oyerwhriw 
Dttvkfewkfa MB adoQ ai ike disHmee betfHiiEt ik&a 
Tpaxkded acommanioattoti htiMiU tlmt «e«rral pttd^ 
WiirwKr. HekftjO^eiti SUnawe,i4^QAQ»tif 
Iriab ektmodmi in whom hertpo0Qd«>tifidfliiof^witll 
afa^ut thme thottnuHlmen^ toeofcif iheai^e^f J4m|4 
m^ by poadng himself under tkt waUa wof Vevopa^ 
wUk^ omeentratiiig a stnong body of fevocs^ NifMi« 
}60tt aiardiftd upim the toivn of Uomr^io^ tttualoi 
in Ok t alley of the Adigf^, and bMWg itiita remt ths 
ttawg peoition of Calliana The tpirn is aitualod w 
tbe faij^ iibtd (bo TmU^ ind DavidHwieK hj Ihafi 
irkh t^o^fiFt thoBi^ Austaansi ittbendad to 
fioldi^ Oie Tyrol^ while WiunieriBiiFed doim 4bt 
BtenlivWlMdl mm in the same dkeotioti wiik.tha 
Adi0e^ but at ^boiit thii^y rnika' distanor^ «p A^ 
PIA.Mmiilumcatioli for mutual* support, eonid take- 
pbfte batneen Wutmser and hia lientananfe^snataL 
U mm iqixm Daxddowick that Btonaparte irak nMMrt 
to pour his dm^nder^ 

The bata« of Bavon^ &ugbti4xmAi^fow4^ 
StBfk&BA&, mm 4m^ of that great ^enend?! ^^kadid 
daya* Bcfim h^ cduU ap(»oadi the tirai^ on»^ 
his divisions had to &Mce th# atto^tly fotettcbal 
Mnqi «f Mdii, .idmo tbd Mtoi^ iB«dd a deapMite 
^ttM. ^Aaoditr aktacked d» AuatiiaBS.M lb« 
opImitohpilkorihaAdig^ (lartkaliatfaBitooktikne 
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on boA mia of ^h^ nver,) unti) the enemy si I^n^ 
fvlrealed^ ftiit fighting desperately* Napoleon setit 
his ordenil^OcMnillkibmsv to charge with ifarfiril 
HBga&ent «tf husBars-^he did so^ ami btioke the iahe* 
97^ but fcU mortaHy wounded witlk tfatee bailie 
^ I die,"^ he said^ ^ for the Republic^-4irai^ me but 
iMittgs^dMttiieVidtDiy 10 cortHD.'* 
1 Vim ittmeataog eneaiy were driven thnvngh dn 
loam «f Rmreosdoy wt^ut having it in tbor powc» 
jl^flMd^e a ittand; The eactretne strength at the po^ 
mAxm t4 CalbttiD sMSMd to affoid them fcdlyuig 
ground: The Adige is there bordered by preoipi** 
toa$-nioant4iBs; a]^roaching tio near its bourse, aH 
mify to iesve a pass of totty toises bre»ith bccwem 
$he siver ami the pieoipice, which opening wasd^ 
Amdtd by a village, a castle, and a strong delbnaiv^ 
wall resting upon the roek, all well garnished widi 
fMHaryi^ Tl|e St^mIi^ im their eatlitiiksm of vic« 
tory^ 00ttid not be iti^yped even by these obstadet. 
ISg^ pieces of light attille^ were brought foru 
iraid^ under cover of which the inWtry diargM 
and eanried Ihia etrong position^ so little do natural 
adtant^et a^rail when l^ minds «f the aua&Mi aftt 
iofuencfed irith an opinioii that they areirt<Bttslttde» 
anddKse Df the defenders are depressed by audi« 
torn and ttiiititaTttptiid eouilsd of dsf(^t. SiM or se* 
rm ^rimusatid prttoneys) and 4ft«en pcpcos ikf eamioii 
eaptur^> wsitfe tiw Aruits »f tins q>l6«dia vieforysi 
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and Massena the next morning took potmrion itf 
Trent in the Tyrol, so long the stroagfadd where 
Warmser had maintained his head^iuartflrB. 

The wrecks of Davidowidi^s army fled deeper 
into die Tyrol, and took up thmpootion at Lariaa, 
H small Tillage on a rirer of a amilar name, about 
three leagues to the northward of Trent, and atua^ 
ted in the principal road whidi communicates mA 
Brixen and Inspruck. Buonaparte instantly pmrmed 
them with a division of his army, commanded by Yau* 
bois, and passed the Lavisa with Ihs cavalry, while the 
enemy were amused with an assault upon the bridge^ 
Thus he drove them from their position, whidi, be> 
ing the entrance of one of the chief defiles of the 
Tyrol, it was of importance to secure, tnd it was oc< 
eupied acconKngly by Vaubcns with his vietorkma 
dBvisicm. 

Buonaparte, in ccmsequoice of his present con£« 
tion, became desirous to ccmdlii^ the martaal inha« 
bitants of the Tyrol, and puMidied a proclamation^ in 
which he exhorted them to lay down thdr anns, and 
return to flidr homes ; assuring them of protoetaoft 
against military vidence, and labouring to oonvineei 
them, that they had themsdves no interest in the wiuy 
which he waged against the Emperor and his govem*^ 
ment, but not agunst his subjects. That his €oa< 
duct might appear to be of a piece with ius reasmt-^ 
ipg. Napoleon ianied an edict, disulriMg^the priodK 

10 
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ftiiiy. «f Tr^H from the G^mmn em|Hre, aad iMw 
od^pg it in pcnnt of mprer&gatj to the French lUi^ 
paUicy whiie be intrustdly or seenied to intrust, tile 
^ababitanti tbensdviet with tbepoiwer of admiimtefi^ 
iog thm own laws and govcmmeat 
. Bpunti^swbidi depended on the fftt of anar^iedt 
^nemj> appeared very snsfMcioua to the Tyrotese, 
Fbo were aware that, in fact, the order of a French 
officer would be nun:« efiectoal law, whenever that 
iiation had the power, 4han that <^ any administrator 
of ayil afiiirs whom they m^;ht themselves be penonC^ 
$ed to choose. As £or the proclamation, the French 
graend nught as wdl havewwted his doqu^ice on the 
rocks of the country. The .Tyrol, oneof the earliest 
possessions of the House of Austria, had been imi^ 
formly govcamed.by those princes with strict req>sct 
IP the }»*ivilege8 of the inhabitants, who were pos« 
sesded already of complete personal freedom. Se- 
i^ured in all the immunities which were necessary for 
dmx comfort, these si^pioous peasants saw nothing 
to expect iisom the hand oi a stranger gen^^ 
excqptifl£ what Buonaparte himsdf has termed, those 
yfixatjows necessarily annexed to a, coimtry whi<df 
^)ecomes the seat of war, and vdiidi, in more foU 
detail, indude wktttever the avarice of the gene* 
ral, the necessities of the soldiers, not to mention 
the MQxxr^ . vkil^t outn^ of mffranders and pluii* 
derers, npiay choose to exact from the inhdbkants; 
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tbt*Tjiokle Alt llw gmenm ^pMt of nttfoaid itt^ 
4c|peadeiio», md inched tluittinipiisouiiti^ 
ooi be diflboooinvd I7 the itiai^itf « wtMd €«a^ 
if the uneniDg rifle*>giins of tbcir duldMH^iM^ Mfi 
^ |H»tect tbeir natiife sml Inuu voch ifidlgtdtj. 
Bvftj node of retistaDOf was pepoMdt Wd il Wui 
tkm Aat thoft) piks of rocks^ iB«4ii0i» nd <tuttkft 
nf tfee$i w€i^ coUected im the verge ot lk» p^ 
]M08^ irhidi Um the valley of the Iim^ Md o^er 
pMw of tbo Tjtclf bnt wfaifh ifwined isi^gAettt^ 
piMo ittl voUed4own,io the uttei ntiiihUaiioa «f the 
V0wAi end Biyarim ioyaden in 1809^ unA&t f^ 
d^ftotion of the vahant poflbr amd hb «OlD|^aiiiMs 
uiarne^ 

More •^eeea8fld i^th the Bma^ thaa tbepm^ BifOi* 
iMqpaHo had »o cooocr dispoeed of Ihrvideiiicii aod 
ba#. army, than he began hie operaiJMis Bgskamt 
WunaMT htnudf, irho had bytim ttm^ l^Mimed the 
IfiHd defeat of hbeuboffdineite dimion, and «hat die 
S'fffttrii woEe possessed of Trrat. The Aa&tiiaafield* 
wmAMi imniHiiiidy conctifed tfaitt the Wfef^n/tm^ 
nd^ in oDOMqise we of hw 0isecessee» iiKraki he dhip^ 
leAtolttnre Italy heUnd) and adrdMee to ImpttMdt^ 
IB •Older to communicate with the atftiMM oi Mo* 
leaa and Jourdan, whhrfi were now est the MU ad« 
venoe imo Qouany* lostend, tbeMfisve, of netooo- 
eMg his own edieme of vdieeb« MMtw, Wma-* 
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ieir UMMig^ Ike tine &imirafafe fiv^amryiof k iole 
executioD ; and in place of falling back with Im anoj 
tm Friuli, and thus keepmg 9fm fait cGmmunicadon 
with Viimna^ be eeiwRiUted tJMig^mt emr of invol- 
Ying hioMelfetiU deeper io the Italian passet i» Ae 
aotttbrward^ by an attempt^ -m^ a diibiaidMd. fofoe^ to 
ewcute a purpotet which be had been unable t<»«o- 
eompbdi when his army wsaa ideiibfe^he fAr^^g&^ 
thefimch* With this iU-choseo plan, he dataobidi 
Mt9MQ9 mtik a di^imtt of hW i^rmn^ to Manremew 
jQH Verona, wbere» a* we haYe «een,. BuenafUirte had 
ilatMed KiUnaine, lio cover the sifge, or jather tht 
JhkclMde^ of Mantwu' Meoaroe departed acco p d Ui f 
Ift and Jea^ing Wurmser at Bassatt»on the Brenfaiy 
«arcbed aeuthrwcstward towards the collatand.Tak 
Iqr of the Adige^ and attaduid KOmmiti who, by 
4mwiig Us m^ unde^r corer ^ die fcQrtificatk>iia«f 
Vffl^wa^ made a reaolulbe defenos. The Anatriaii 
geMral> Ssdmg H ianposMbleito mrry the placeby 
9iKm^At^mm^ 'Wfts medttaling to cross the AMgB, 
mbmliJmwm recalled by the most m^mb^finaiabda 
Io f^jdbiL Wtftmaer wtih all possible disp at A .i 

Aft soon as^BuoMpartelcanMdduB new separa;liesi 
^ Wmsnser ffloaiia large cBtraion o£ Ua amy, he 
iftfitidpated the posab'dity of ^foating the.^iiaUk. 
marshai himaeU^ dmii^ him f reoi hit |x>8ilunr at 
Banand, and of «i]nfQi|iiende,eii|tnf off aft Us lei- 
irnre i^. division ft Mewmm^ whfcdi: had 
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to to to the toutbward as ef&dutdiy to domprotmse 
Ht safety. > 

To executo^tUs plan required the utmost tafmltty 
of movement; for, should Wumner learn that Buo^ 
naporte was advancing towards Bassano, tnr tkne to 
recall Meiaros, he mi^t present a front too nnme^ 
roiM to be attacked with hope of suoeessv There are 
twenty lei^^ties^ distance betwixt Trent and Bassano^ 
attd that ground was to be traversed by means of 
rtry difficult roads, in the space of two days at far- 
thest. But it was in such circumstances diat the ge^ 
niiia of Napoleon triumphed, through the enthusiasm 
tie power which he possessed over the sddiery^ and 
by wMch he oovdd urge them to the most incredible 
exertions. He left Trent on the 6th September, at 
break of day, and reached, in the course of the even* 
ing, BcMTgo di Val Lugano, a march of ten Frradi 
Ici^ea. A Mmilar forced march of five leagues and 
upwards, brought him up with Wurmser's advan^ 
ced-^ard, which was strongly posted at Primdanoi 

The eSdCt of the surprise, and the impetuofflty of 
the Froidi attack, surmounted all the advantages df 
position. The Austrian double lines were poieutited 
by a charge of three French columns-^the cavalry 
occupied the high road, and cut off the enemy^s re^ 
treat on Bassmo— 4n a word, Wurmser's van-guard 
was tot^y destroyed, and more than four thousand 
men kud down their aims. Fwm Primolano the 
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French, dklodgiiig wbMever e&onies Uiey eneoun- 
tercdy advanced to Cisftume, a village, where a river, 
of the same name unites with the Brenta. There 
they halted, exhausted with fatigue; and on that 
evening no sentinel in the army endured more priva-^ 
tions than Napoleon himself, who took up his quar« 
ten for the night without either staff^officers or bag^ 
gaget and was glad to accept a share of a private 
soldier^s ration of bread, of which the poor fellow, 
lived to remind hb general when he was become: 
Emperor. 

Cismone is only about four leagues from Bas8Biio,> 
mm! Wurmser heard with alarm, that the Frenek 
leader, whom he conceived to be already deeply en^ 
gaged in the Tyrolese passes> had destroyed his vmk 
guard, and was menacing his own podition. It was 
under this alarm that he dispatched expresses, as 
idready mentioned, to recall Mesaros and his divin 
sion. But it w^is too late ; for that general was un*^' 
der the walk of Verona, nigh fifteen leagues from 
Wurmseir's position, on the night of the 7th Sep^ 
tember, when the French army was at Cismone,» 
within a third part of that distance. The utmosti 
exertions of Meaaros could only brii^ his division 
as far as Montdi^ello, upon the 8th September, wheik 
the battle of Bassano seemed to dedde the £ste of 
his unfortunate eommander-in-chief. 

This victory was as decisive as any which fiuoo** 
parte had H^vto obtained. The Tillage of Salagaai 
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wat first cawied bjr naUi Ima^f wbA tften tbe.Fime& 
army, coatiiraiDg to dcfiQcnd the defiles <tf the Brao« 
tis attacked Wurmser's mm body, whicb still lay 
u»der his own command in the towB of Bassano. 
Augerean pesatvated into the town upon the right, 
Itafena upon the left. They boDe down aU opposi- 
tion, aad seized the cannon by which tbe bridge wcas 
defended, in qfnteof the effioits of the Austrian fp»^ 
aadiwrs, chfrged with tbe duty of proteotiog Wuvm* 
ser and bis staff, who werenpw iaabaofaite flight* 

The Field-marshal himself, with the military dM6t 
of his army, nearly fell into the hands of the French ; 
and though he escaped for the time, it was after as 
almostgeneraldispeffsion of his troops. Six Uiosisand 
AvstrianssurrenderedtoBuonaparte; Qtiasdmiowio^ 
with three or £9ur thousand men, effected a retjtieat to 
dK.nofth-east, and gaii^ FriuU; while Wunaaer 
himael^ fiadiiig it impossible to escape otherwise, fled 
to Vioenza in the opposite direction, and there united 
Ae sci^tonsd farces which still* followed hitt» with tbli 
dxTision of Meaaros. Wheft tins' junotioft was acr 
complished, the aged MaishiA had stiU the oom-* 
mand of about sixteen thousand men, out of sixty 
thousand, widi whom he had, soafce a week befimty 
eommeneed the campadgn*. Tbe material past ef 
hia enny, guns, waggons, imd famgage^ was aU hdl 
—-his retreat upon the hereditary atates of Anstrnl 
W9M eiktirely cut cff^tbe floener of bis avmy wislf^e- 
s^yed»-^OQiii«^ and ccufldante sime ge tta >w th cf e 

1^ 
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seetded no remedy but that he should lay down his 
aims to the youthful conqueror by whose forces he was 
now surrounded on all sides, without, as it appeared, 
any pos^biHty of extricatbg himself. But Fate itself 
seemed to take some tardy compassion on this venera- 
ble and gallant veteran, and not only adjourned his 
fkial fSftU, but even granted him leave to gather sonie 
hrief^ated laurels, as the priests of old were wont 
to garland their victims before the final sacrifice. 

'Surrounded by dangers, and cut oflP from any other 
retreat, Wurmser formed the gallant determination 
to throw himself and his remaining forces into Man- 
tua, and share the fate of the beleaguered fortress 
which he had vainly striven to relieve. But to exe- 
cute this purpose it was necessary to cross the Adige, 
nol* was it easy to say how this was to be accom- 
{dished. Verona, one point of passage, was defended 
by Kilmaine, who had already repulsed Meiaros. 
Legnago, where there was a bridge, was also garri- 
soned by the French ; and Wurmser had lost his 
bridge of pontoons at the battle of Bassano. At the 
village of Albarado, however, there was an establish- 
ed ferry, totaUy insufiicient fot pasang over so con- 
siderable a force with the necessary dispatch, but 
which Wurmserused for the purpose of sending across 
two squadrons of cavalry, in order to reconnoitre the 
blockade of Mantua, and the facilities which might 
present themselves for accomplishing a retreat on 

VOL. III. o 
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that fortress. This precaution .proved for the Utae 
the salvation of Wurmser^ and what remained ai bis 
army. 

Fortune^ whieh has such influence in warlike af- 
fairs, had so ordered it, that Kilmaine, apprehend- 
ing that Wurmser would attempt to force a passage 
at Verona, and de^rous to improve his means of re- 
sistance against so great a force, had sent orders that 
the garrison of four hundred men who guarded the 
bridge at Legnago should join him at Verona, and 
that an equal number should be detached from the 
blockade of Mantua, to supply their place ^n the 
Lower Adige. The former part of his command had 
been obeyed, and the garrison of Legnago were on 
their.march for Verona. But the relief which was de- 
igned to occupy their post, though on their way to 
Legnago, had not yet arrived. The Austrian ca- 
valry, who had passed over at Albarado, encoun- 
tering this body on its march from the vicinity 
of Mantua, attacked them with spirit, and sabred a 
good many. The commander of the French batta- 
lion, confounded at this appearance, concluded that 
the whole Austrian army had gained the right bank 
of the Adige, and that he should necessarily be cut 
off if he prosecuted his march to Legnago. Thus 
the passage at that place was left altogether iipde- 
fended ; and Wurmser, apprised of this unhoped- 
for chance of escape, occupied the village, and took 
possession of the bridge. 
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Buonaparte, in the meanthn^y having moved from 
Bassano to Areola in pursuit of tbe defeated enemy, 
learned at the latter place that Wurmser still Hnger- 
ed at Legnago, perhaps to grant his troops some in- 
dispensable repose, perhaps to watch whether it might 
be even yet possible to give the siip to the French 
^visions by which he was surrounded, and, by a ra- 
pd march back upon Padua, to regam his commu- 
nication with the Austrian territories, instead of en* 
closing himself in Mantua. Buonaparte hastened to 
avail himself of these moments of indeciiuon. Auge« 
reau was ordered to march upon Legnago by the road 
from Padua, so as to cut off any possibility of Wurm* 
ser^s retreat in thatdirection ; while Massena'^s division 
was thrown across the Adige by a ferry at Ronco, to 
IMrengthen General Kilmaine, who had already oc* 
* cupied the line of a small river called the Molinelk, 
which intersects the country between Legnago and 
Mantua. If this position could be made good, it was 
concluded that the Austrian general, unable to reach 
Mantua, or to maintain himself at Legnago, must 
even yet surrender himself and his army. 

On the IJeth September, Wurmser hegan his 
march. He was first opposed at Corea, where Mii- 
rat and Pigeon had united their forces. But Wurm- 
ser made hi^ dispositions, and attacked with a fury 
which swept out of the way both the cavalry and in- 
fantry of the enemy, and obtmned possession of the 
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village. In the beat oS the skinniA, and just when 
the French were ^ving way, Buonaparte himsdf 
entered Corea, with the purpose of personally supet- 
intending ihe dispontions made for interceptii^ the 
retreat of Wurmser, when, but for the speed of his 
horse, he had nearly fallen as a prisoner into the 
hands of the general whose destruction he was la- 
bouring to insure. Wurmser arrived on the spot 
a few minutes afterwards, and gave orders for a pur- 
suit in every direction ; commanding, however, that 
the French general should, if possible, be taken 
alive— « conjunction of circumstances worthy of re- 
mark, since it authorized the Austrian general for 
the moment to pronounce on the fate of him, who, 
before and after, was the master of his destiny. 

Having again missed this great prize, Wurmser 
continued his march all night, and turning aside from 
the great road, where the blockading army hadidken 
measures to intercept him, he surprised a small bridge 
over the Molinella, at a village called Villa Impenta, 
by which he eluded encountering the forces of Kil- 
maine. A body of French horse, sent to impede bis 
progress, was cut to pieces by the Austrian cavalry. 
On the 14th, Wurmser obtained a similar success at 
Castel-Dui, where his cuirassiers destroyed a body of 
French infantry ; and having now forced himself into 
a communication with Mantua, he encamped between 
the suburb of Saint Greorge and the citadel, and en- 
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deavoured to keep open the communicatiob with the 
country, for the purpose of obtaining a suf^ly of fo^ 
rage and proyi^ns. > 

But it was notBuonaparte^s intention to leave him 
undisturbed in so commodious a pomtion. Having 
received the surrender of an Austrian corps which 
was left in Porto Legnago, and gleaned up such 
other remnants of Wurmser^s army as could not ac« 
company their general in his rapid march to Man* 
tua, he resolved once more to force his way into tha 
ulet of the Seraglio, upon which Mantua is built, 
and confine the besieged within the walls of theif 
garriscm* On the 15th, after a very severe and Moody 
action, the French obtained possession of the subuHi 
ef Saint George, and the citadel termed La Favorita, 
add a long series of severe sallies and attacks took 
place, which, although gallantly fought by the Aus*- 
trians, generally tended to their disadvanti^, so that 
Aey were finally again blockaded within the walls of 
the city and castle. 

The woes of war now appeared amcx^ them in a 
different and even more hideous form than when in- 
flicted with the sword alone. When Wurmser threw 
himself into M^tua, the garrison might amount to 
twenty-six thousand men ; yet ere October was far ad- 
vanced, there were little above the half of the number 
fit for service. There were nearly nine thousand sick 
in the hospitals,— -infectious diseases, privations of 
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every kind, and the unhealthy ^r of the lakea and 
marshes with which they were surrounded, had cut 
off the remainder. The French also had lost great 
numbers ; but the conquerors could reckon up their 
yjctories, and forget the price at which they had 
been purchased. 

It was a proud vaunt, and a cure in itself for many 
losses^ that the Minister of War had a right to. 
make the following speech to the Directory^ -at the 
formal introduction of Marmont, then aide-de*camp 
of Buonaparte, and conmusaoned to present on his 
part the colours and standards taken from the ene- 
my :«— <^ In the course of a single campaign,^ he 
ttu\y said, *^ Italy had been entirely ccMiquefed---- 
three large armies had been entirely destroyed— 
more than fifty stand of colours had been taken by 
the victors— forty thousand Austrians had laid down 
thdr arms--^and, what was not the least surpriang 
part of the whole, these deeds had been accomplish, 
led by an army of only thirty thousand Frenchmen, 
ix>mm,ai^led by a general scarce twenty.six years old."*^ 
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CHAPTER VII. 

Cormea re-tiniM with France. — Critical cituation o/BumM^ 
parte in Holy at ihie period. — The Atutrian General Mm 
vinxi placed at the head of a new Army. — Various Contests, 
attended with^no decisive result. — Want of concert among 
the Austrian Generals. — French Army begin to murmur.^^ 
First Battle of Areola. — Napoleon in personal danger.'^ 
No decisive result. — Second Battle of Areola — The French 
vwtorious. — Fresh warU of concert among the Austrian Ge» 
nerals. — General Views of Military and Political Affkirs, 
after the conclusion of the fourth Italian Campaign. — Aus» 
tria commences a fifth Campaign — hut has not profited by 
ejeperience. — Battle ofRivoli, and Victory of the French.'^ 
Further successful at La Favorita.-^French regain their 
lost ground in Italy.-^Surrender of Mantua.-^Instaneu 
ofNapokmis Generosity. 

About this period the re-union of Corsica with 
France took place. Buonaparte contributed to this 
change in the political relations of his native country 
indirectly, in part by the high pride which his coun- 
trymen must h^ve originally taken in his splendid 
career ; and he did so more immediately, by seizing 
the town and port of Leghorn, and assisting those 
Corsicans, who had been exiled by the English party^ 
to return to their native island. He intimated the 
event to the Directory, and stated that he had appoint- 
ed Gentili, the principal partizan of the French, to 
govern the island proviuonally ; and that the Com- 
missioner Salicetti was to set sail for the purpose of 
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making other nece&sary arrangemente. The cominu- 
nicadon is coldly made, nor does Buonaparte^s love of 
hb birth-place inducQ him to expatiate upon its im- 
portance, although the Directory afterwards made 
the aoquisitioQ of that island a great theme <^ emL- ' 
tation. But his destinies had called him to too high 
an elevation to permit lus distinguisl^ng th6 obscure 
islet whidi he had arisen from ariginally* He was 
like the young lion, who, while he is scattering the 
herds and destroying the hunters, thinks little c^ the 
forest-cave in which he first saw the light* 

Indeed Buonaparte^s utuation, however brilliast, 
was at the same time critical,*and required his undivi- 
ded thoughts. Mantua still held out, imd was likely to 
do so. Wurmser had caused about three-fourths of 
the horses belonging to his cavalry to be killed and 
salted for the use of the garrison,aad thus mada a h^ge 



* Wt have said (p. 34) that Buonaparte nerer distlBguished his 
native countij after his high fxaltatian, and did not ef cooise poo- 
sess the affection of the inhabitants in a strong degree. But in his 
Memoirs, while at St Helena, he gives a sketch of the geographi- 
cal desoriptiea and history of Corafea, and suggests several ]^ans 
for civilization of his countrymen,— one tf wl^ch, the depriving them 
of the arms which they constantly wear, might be prudent were it 
pmcticahle, but oeitafaily would be highly unpalatable. There is 
an odd observation, <' that the Cromi of Corsiea nmst, on ike tem- 
porary annexation of the island to Great Britain, have been surprised 
at Ending itself appertaining to the successor of Fingal." Not more, 
wf should thidk, than the tiadem of Fmnce, and the Iron Cwmt of 
Italy, may have marvelled at meeting on the brow, of a GofsicsiMi^l* 
dier of fortune. 
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a^^btioiiy auch as it was, to the proviakuis of the plaae. 
Hiadwa^ier for coun^ and determination waa oom« 
pktelj establidbed ; and being now engaged in de* 
fading a f<»tre86 bj<ndinary rules of art, which ha 
perfectly uncterstood, he was in no danger of being 
over-readied and out-mancseuvred by the new system 
of taetid^ whidi occasicmed his misfortunes in the 
openfidd. 

While, tfaer^re, the last pledge of Austria^s do- 
nunions in Italy was confided to such safe custody, 
the Empenar and his ministers were eagerly engaged 
in making a new effort to recover their Italian ter- 
ritKHn«i« The deleat of Jourdan, and the retreat of 
Mowmu befigore the Aitbduke^Charles, had given the 
In^periaUsts some breathing time, and enaUed them, 
by extensive levies in the warlike province of lUyriay 
a$ wdl as draughts from the army of the Bhine, to 
tiftke the field with a new army, for the recovery of 
the Italian provinces, and the relief of Mantua. By 
orders of the Aulic CoimdU two armies wore assem- 
Ued on the Italian frontier; one at Friuli, which 
was partly composed of that portion of the army of 
WiunBser, which, cut off &om their main body at the 
battle of BassMio, had effected, under Quasdonowicb, 
aretrec^ in that direcdon; the other was to be fonn. 
ed on the TyroL They were to operate in eonjunc* 
tion» and both were (daced-under the command of 
Marshal Ahinjd, an officer of high reputation, which 
was then thought merited. 
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ThuBy for the fourth time, Buonaparte waa to 
contest the same objects on the same ground, with 
new forces belonging to the same enemy. He had, 
indeed, himself, received from France, reinforce- 
»ents to the number of twelve battalions, from those 
troops, which had been formerly employed in La 
Vend^. The army, iq general, since victory had 
placed the resources of the rich country whidi they 
occupied at the command of their leader, had been 
well supplied with clothes, food, and provisions, 
and were devotedly attached to the chief who had 
conducted them from starving on the barren Alps into 
this land of plenty, and had directed their military 
efforts with such skill, that they could scarce ever be 
said to have failed of success in whatever they un« 
4atook under his direction. 

Napoleon had also on his side the good wiidies, if 
«ot of the Italians in general, of axx)n8iderable party, 
especially in Lombardy, and friends and enemies 
were alike impressed with belief in his predestined 
success. During the former attempts of Wurmser, 
a contrary opinion had prevailed, and the news that 
the Austrians were in motion, had given Urth to in- 
surrections agfunst the French in many places, and to 
the publication of sentiments unfavourable to them 
almost everywhere. But now, when all predicted the 
certain success of Napoleon, the friends of Austria re- 
inained quiet, and the numerous party who deiire in 
such cases to keep on the winning side, added weight 
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to the actual friends of France, by expressing their 
opinions in her favour. It seems, however, that Vic- 
tory, as if displeased that mortals should presume to 
calculate the motives of so lickle a d^ty, was, on 
this occasion, disposed to be more coy than formerly 
even to her greatest favourite, and to oUige him to 
toil harder than he had done even when the odds 
were more against him. 

Davidowich commanded the body of the Austriaiif 
which was in the Tyrol, and which included the fine 
militia of that martial province. There was little dif- 
ficulty in prevailing on them to advmice into Italy, 
convinced as they were that there was small security 
for their national independence while the French 
remained in possession of Lombardy. Buonaparte, 
on the other hand, had placed Vaubois in the passes 
upon the river Lavisa, above Trent, to cover that 
new possession of the Fr^ich Republic, and dieck 
the advance of Davidowich. It was the plan of Al- 
viazi to descend from Friuli, and approach Vicenza, 
to which place he expected Davidowich might penc^ 
irate by a corresponding movement down the Adige. 
Having thus brought his united army into activity^ 
his dengn was to advance on Mantua, the constant 
object of bloody contention. He commenced' his 
march in the banning of October, 1796. 
. As soon as Buonaparte heard that Alvinzi was in 
motion, he sent orders to Vaubois to attack Davido. 
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wkli, and to Masaena to advance to Bassano upon 
the Brenta, and make head i^ainst the Austrian 
commaoder-m-chief. Both measures failed in eflect. 

Vaub<ns indeed made his attack, but so unsuccess- 
fully, that after two daja^ fighting he was compelled 
to retreat before the Austrians^ to evacuate the city 
cf Trent, and to retreat upon Galliano, already men- 
tioned as a very strong positioD, in the previous ac- 
count of the battle of Bororedo.* A great part of 
his c^^ponents being Tyrolese, and admirably calcu- 
lated fcMT mountain warfore, they forced Vaubms from 
a situadoii which was almost impregnable; and theii^ 
army, descending the Adige upon the right bank, 
appeared to manoeuvre widi the purpose of marching 
<m Montebaldo and lUvoli, and thus opemng the 
eommunication with AlvinzL 

On the other hand, though Massena had sustain-: 
ed no loss,^ for he avoided an engagement, the ap- 
proach of Alvinzi, with a superior am^, compelled 
bim to evacuate Bassano, and to leave the enemy m 
undisputed possession of the vallqr of the Brenta; 
Buomqxurte, therefore, himself, saw the necessity of 
advandng with Augereau-s divmon, determined to 
give baitk to Alvinzi, and focce him bai^ cm the 
Piave before the arrival cfDavidoWicb* But he ex* 
perienced umiaudi resistance ; and k is amid com-; 

•PiigeSOl. 
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plaints of the weather, of misadventurefi and mis- 
carriages of different torts^ that he faintly claims the 
name of a victory for his first encounter with Alvinzi. 
It is clear that he had made. a desperate attempt to 
drive the Austrian general from Bassano— that he 
had not succeeded ; but, on the contrary, was under 
the necessity of retreating to Vicenza. It is furthcir 
manifisst, that Buonaparte was sensible this retreat 
did not accord well with his claim of victory ; and 
be says, with a consciousness which is amuidng, 
that the inhabitants of Vicenza were surprised to 
see the French army retire through their town, as 
they had been witnesses of their victory on the prece- 
ding day. No doubt there was room for astonishment 
if die Vicenzans had been as completely convinced of 
the fact as Buonaparte represents them. The tnitih 
was, Buonaparte was sensible that Vaubois, being in 
omiplete retreat, was exposed to be cut oS unless be 
was supported, and he hasted to prevent so great a 
loss, by meeting and reinforcing him. His own retro- 
grade movement, however, which extended as far as 
Verona, left the whole country betwixt the Brenta and 
Ad^e open to the Austrians ; nor does there occur, to 
those who read the account of the campaign, any 
good reason why Davidowich and Alvinai, having no 
body of French to interrupt their communication, 
should not instantly have adjusted their operations 
> on a common basis. But it was the bane of the 
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Austrian tactics, through the whole war, to neglect 
thai connexion and co-operation betwixt their sepa- 
rate divbions, which is essential to secure the general 
result of a campaign. Above aU, as Buonaparte him- 
self remarked of them, their leaders were not suffi* 
eiently acquainted with the ralue of time in miK. 
tary movements. 

Napoleon having retref^ed to Verona, where he 
oould at pleasure assume the offensive by means of 
the bridge, or place the Adige between himself and 
the enemy, visited, in the first place, the positions 
of Rivoli and Corona, where were stationed the 
troops which had been defeated by Davidowich. 

They appeared before him with dejected coun** 
tenances, and Napoleon upbraided them with their 
indifferent behaviour, ^^ You have dispkased me,^ 
he said ; — ^^ You have shown neither discipline, nor 
constancy, nor bravery. You have su&red your- 
selves to be driven from positions where a handful of 
brave men m^ht have arrested the progress of a large 
army. You are no longer French soldiers.— Let it 
be written on their colours—^ They are not of the 
Army of Italy .^ ^ Tears, and groans of sorrow and 
shame, answered this harangue — ^the rules of disd- 
pline oould not stifle their sense of mortification, and 
.several of the grenadiers, who had deserved and wore 
marks of distinction, called out from the ranks — 
** General, we have been misrepresented-^-Place us • 
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in the advance^ and you may then judge whether we 
do not belong to the army of Italy.^ Buonaparte 
having,produced the lieoessary effect, spoke to them 
in a more conciliatory tone ; and the regiments who 
had undergone so severe a rebuke, redeemed their 
character in the subsequent part of the campaign. 
^ While Napoleon was indefatigable in concentra- 
ting his troops on the right bank of the Adige, and 
inspiring them with his own spirit of enterprise, 
Alvinzi had taken his position on the left bank, 
nearly opposite to Verona. His army occupied a 
range of heightscalled Caldiero, on the left of which, 
and somewhat in the rear, is the little village of Ar« 
cola, situated among marshes, which extend around 
the foot of tliat eminence. Here the Austrian general 
had stationed himself, with a view, it may be suppo- 
sed, to wait until Davidowich and his division should 
descend the right bank of the Adige, disquiet the 
French leader^s position on that river, and give AU 
Tinzi himself the opportunity of forcing a passage. 

Buonaparte, with his usual rapidity of resolution, 
resolved to drive the Austrian from his position on 
Caldiero, before the arrival of Davidowich. But 
neither on this occasion was fortune propitious to 
him, A strong French division, under Massena, at- 
tacked the heights amid a storm of rain ; but their 
most strenuous exertions proved completely unsue* 
cessful, and left to the general oiily his usual mode 

of concealing a check, by railing at the elements. 

15 
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The situaiioii of the Fimdi bMOM critical, and, 
what was worse, the sokliers perceived it ; and com- 
plained that they had to sustain the whole bofden of 
the war, had to encounter army after army, and must 
succumb at last under the renewed and unwearied 
efforts of Austria. Buonaparte parried these natural 
feelings as well as he could, promimng that their ccm- 
quest of Italy should be speedily sealed by the de- 
feat of this Alvinzi ; and he applied his whole genius 
to discover the means of bnnging the war to an ef^ 
fective struggle, in which he confided that, in spite 
of numbers, his own talents, and die enterprising 
duuracter of an army so often victorious, might as- 
sure him a favourable result But it was no easf 
way to discover a mode of attacking, with even plau- 
ttble hopes of success. If he advanced northward on 
the right bank to seek out and destroy Davidowich, 
he must weaken his line on the Adige, I7 the troops 
withdrawn to effect that purpose ; and during his ab- 
sence, Alvinzi would probably force the passage of 
the river at some point, and thus have it in his 
power to relieve Mantua. The heights of Caldiero, 
occupied by the Austrian main body, and lying in 
his front, had, by dire experiment, been proved im- 
pregnable. 

In these doubtful circumstances the bold scheme 
occurred to the French general, that the poridon of 

Caldiero, though it could not be stormed, might be 
li 
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turned , and that by poflsewng himself (^ the v iUage 
of Areola, whieh lies to the left, and in the rear of 
Caldkroi the Austrians might be ccmipelled to fight 
to diMdvantage. But the idea of attacking Areola 
was one which would scarce have occurred to any 
general save Buonaparte. . 

Areola is ntuated upon a small stream called the 
Alpon, which, as already hinted, finds its way into 
the Adige, through a wilderness of marshes, inter- 
aeoted with ditdies, and traversed by dikes in various 
directions. In case of an unsuccessful attack, the 
assailants were like to be totally cut off in the swampa 
Then to debouche from Verona, and move in the 
direction of Areola, would have put Alvinzi and his 
whole army on their guard. Secrecy and celerity are 
the soul of enterprise. All these difficulties gave way 
before Napoleon^s genius. 

Verona, it must be remembered, is on the left bank 
of the Adige— on the same with the point which was 
the object of Buonaparte^s attack. At nightfall, 
the whole forces at Verona were under arms ; and 
leaving fifteen hundred men under EilmaiBe to de- 
fend the place from any assault, with strict orders 
to secure the gates, and prevent all communication 
of his nocturnal expedition to the enemy, Buona- 
parte commenced his march at first to the rear, in 
tlie direction c^ Peschiera ; which seemed to imply 
that his resolution was at length taken to resign the 

VOL. HI. p 
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hopes of gaining Mantua, and perhaps to abandon 
Italy. The silence with which the march was con- 
ducted, the absence of all the usual rumours which 
used in the French army to precede a battle, and the 
discoura^g situation of affairs, appeared to presage 
the same issue. But after the troops had marched a 
little way in this direction, the heads of columns 
were wheeled to the left, out of the line of retreat, 
and descended the Adige as far as Ronco, which they 
reached before day. Here a bridge had been pre- 
pared, by which they passed over the river, and were 
placed on the same bank with Areola, the object of 
their attack, and lower than the heights of Caldiero. 
There were three causeways by which the marsh 
of Areola is traversed— each was occupied by a 
French column. The central cblumn moved on the 
causeway which led to the village so named. The 
dikes and causeways were not defended, but Areo- 
la and its bridge were protected by two battalions 
of Croats with two pieces of cannon, which were pla- 
ced in a ^sition to enfilade the causeway. These 
received the French column with so heavy a fire on 
its flank, that it fell back in disorder. Augereau 
rushed forward upon the bridge with his chosai 
grenadiers.; but, enveloped as they were in a destruc- 
tive fire, they were driven back on the main body. 

Alvinzi, who conceived it only an affair of light 
troops, sent, however, forces into the marsh by means 
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of the dikes which traversed them; to drive out the 
Frendi. These were checked by finding that they 
were to oppose strong columns of infantry, yet the 
battle continued with unabated vigour. It was essen- 
tial to Buonaparte^s plan that Arcda should be car- 
ried ; but the fire continued tremendous. At length, 
to animate his soldiers to a final exertion, he caught 
a stand of colours, rushed on the bridge, and plant- 
ed them there with his own hand. A fresh body of 
Austriailsarrived at that moment, and thefire on flank 
blazed more destructively than ever. The rear of 
the French column fell back ; the leading files, find- 
ing themselves unsupported, gave way ; but, still 
careful of their general, bore him back in their arms 
through the dead and dying, the fire and the smoke. 
In the confusion, Be was at length pushed into the 
marsh. The Austrians were already betwixt him 
and his own troops, and he must have perished or 
been taken, had not the grenadiers perceived his dan- 
ger. The cry instandy arose, — " Forward — ^forward 
—save the Greneral !" Their love to Buonaparte^s 
person did more than even his commands and exam- 
ple had been able to accomplish. They returned to 
the charge, and at length pushed the Austrians out 
of the village ; but not till the appearance of a French 
corps under General Guieux had turned the posi- 
tion, and he had thrown himself in the rear of it. 
These succours had passed at the ferry of Alborado, 
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and the French itmainid in poaaesaaon of the longu 
cmtegted village. It waa at the moment a [dace of 
the greatest importance; for the -poBsessioa of it 
would have enabled Buonaparte, had the Austnans 
remained in their pqaitioni to operate on their com- 
munications with the Brenta, interpose between Al- 
vinzi ^^id his res^ves, and destroy his park oi artil- 
lery. But the risk was avc»ded by the timely cau- 
tion of the Austrian Field-marshal. 

Alyinzi was no sooner aware that a great division 
of the French army was in his rear, than, without al- 
lowing them time for farther operations, he instantly 
broke up his position on Caldiero, and evacuated 
these heights by a steady and orderly retreat. Buo- 
naparte had the mctfUficalion to see the Austrians 
effect this manoeuvre by crossiiig a Inridge in their 
rear over the Alpon, and which could he have occu- 
pied, as was his purpose, he might have rendered 
thdr retreat impossible, (x at least disastrous. As 
matters stood, however, the village of Aroola came 
to lose its consequence as a position, since^ after AU 
vinzi!s retreat, it was no longer in the rear, but in the 
front of the enemy. 

3uonaparte, remembered he had enemies on the 
rigljit as well as the left of the Adige; and that 
Dayidowich might be once more routing Vaubois, 
while he was too fer advanced to afford him assiat- 
ance. He therefore evacuated Aroolat and the vil- 
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]age of Porcil, mtuated near it, and retreating to Ron- 
oo, re>4sros8ed the river, leaving only two demi-bri- 
gades in adtance upon the left bank. 

Tfa« first battle of Areola, famouiB for the obstinacy 
with which it was disputed, and the number of brave 
officers and men who fell, was thiis attended with no 
decimve result. But it had checked the indination 
dT Alvinzi to advance on Verona— -it had delayed all 
communication betwixt his army and that of the 
Tyrol — above all, it had renewed the Austrians^ 
iqpprehensions of the skill of Buonapaite and the 
bravery of his troops, and restored to the French 
soldiery the usual confidence of their national cha* 
racter. 

Buonaparte remained stationai^ at Ronco until 
next morning at five oVlock, by which time he re- 
ceived intdligence that Davidowich had lain quiet 
in his former position ; that he had no cause to be 
alarmed for Vaubois^ safety, and might therefore 
operate in security against Alvinzi. This was ren- 
dered the more easy, (i6th November,) as the Aus- 
trian general, not aware of Buonaparte^s having halt- 
ed his army at Konco, imagined he was on his march 
to concentrate his forces nearer Mantua, and hasten- 
ed therefore to overwhelm the rear-guard, whom he 
expected to find at the ferry. Buonaparte spared 
them the trouble of a close advance to the Adige. 
He again crossed to the left side, and again advanced 
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traversed the marshes of Areola. On such grouni, 
where it was impossible to as^gn to the columns 
more breadth than the causewayscouldacoonunodate^ 
the victorious soldiers of France had great advantage 
over the recent levies of Austria ; for though the 
latter nught be superior in number on the whol^ 
success must in such a case depend on the personal 
superiority of the front or leading files only. The 
French, therefore, had the first advantage^ and drove 
back the Austrians upon the village of Areola ; but 
here, as on the former day, Alvinzi constituted his 
principal point of defence, and maintained it with the 
utmost obstinacy. 

After having repeatedly failed when attacking in 
firont a post so difficult of approach, Napoleon endea- 
voured to turn the position by crossing the little river 
AJpon, near its union with the Adige. He attempt- 
ed to effect a passage by means of fascines, but un- 
successfully ; and the night approached without any- 
thing effectual being decided. Both parties drew off, 
the French to Ronco, where they recrossed the 
Adige ; the Austrians to a portion behind the well- 
contested village of Areola. 

The battle of ihe 16th November was thus far 
favourable to the French, that they had driven back 
the Austrians, and made many prisoners in the com- 
mencement of the day ; but they had also lost many 
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mea'; and Napoleon^ if he had gained ground in the 
day, was £eun to return to his position at night, lest 
Davidowich, by the defeat of Vaubois, might ^ther 
rdieve Mantua, or moTe on Verona. The 17th was 
to be a day more dedsive. 

The field of battle, and the preliminary manoeu- 
vres, were much the same as cm the preceding day; 
but those of the French were nearly disconcerted by 
the sinking of one of the boats which constituted 
their bridge over the Adige. The Austrians in* 
stantly advanced on the demi-brigade which had been 
stationed on the left bank to defend the bridge. But 
the French having repmred the damage, advanced 
in their turn, and compelled the Austrians lo retreat 
upcm.the marsh. Massena directed his attack on 
Porcil — General Robert pressed forward on Areola* 
But it was. at the point where he wished to cross the 
Alpon that Buonaparte chiefly desired to attain a 
dedded superiority ; and in order to win it, he add-r 
ed stratagem to audacity. Observing one of his co.- 
lumns repulsed, and retreating along the causeway, 
he placed the dSd regiment in ambuscade in a 
thicket of willows which bordered the rivulet, and 
saluting the pursuing enemy with a close, heavy, 
and unexpected fire, instantly rushed to close with 
the bayonet, and attacking the flank of a column of 
nearly three thousand Croats, forced them into the 
marsli, where most of them perished* 
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It was now that, after a rnknhttnp of the lomm 
. fugtained by the enemy, Napoleon ooaoerv^d thor 
immerieal superiority so far diminished, and their 
apirit so much broken, that he need no longer eon* 
fine his operations to the dikes, but meet his enemy 
on the firm ]^ain which extended b^ond the Alpon. 
He passed the brook by means of a temporary bii^ 
whidi had been prepared during night, and the 
batde raged as fiercely on the dry level, as it had 
done on the dikes and amcnigst the marshes. 

The Austrians fought with resolution, the rather 
that their left, though stationed on dry ground, was 
secured by a marsh which Buonaparte had no means 
of turning. But though this was the case, tiapOm 
leon contrived to gain hb piunt by impressing mi 
th^ enemy an idea that he had actually accomplish^ 
ed that i^ch he had no means of doing. This he 
effected by sending a daring officer, witii about 
thirty of the guides, (his own body-guards ibmj 
may be called,) with four trumpets; and directing 
these determined cavaliers to charge, and the tnun* 
pets to sound, as if a large body of horse had crossed 
the marsh. Augereau attacked the Austrian left at 
the same moment ; and a fresh body of troopsad* 
vancing from Legnago, compelled them to retreat, 
but not to fly. 

Alvinzi was now compelled to give way, and com- 
mence his retreat on Montebello. He disposed seven 
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AtouBEDd men in echdknw to cover this movttnent; 
wUch was acoomplidied without very much loss; 
but his ranks had been much thinned by thei slaugh* 
ter of the three battles of Areola. Eight thousand 
men has been stated as the amount of his losses. 
The French, who made so many and so sanguinary 
assaults upon the villages, must also have 8u£fered a 
great deal. Buonaparte acknowledges this in ener- 
getic terms. ^ Never,^ he writes to Camot, *^ was 
field of battle so disputed. I have almost no gene- 
rals i^maining— I can assure you that tbe victory 
could not have been gained at a cheaper expense. 
The enemy were numerous, and desperately reso- 
tnte.^ The truth is, that Buonaparte^s mode of 
striking terror by these bloody and desperate charges 
in front upon strong portions, was a blemish in his 
system. They cost many men, and were not uni« 
formly successful. That of Areola was found a vain 
waste of blood, till science was employed instead cS 
main force, when the position was turned by Guieux 
on the first day ; on the third, by the troops who 
crossed the Alpon. 

The tardy conduct of Davidowich, during these 
three tmdedded days of slaughterous struggle, is 
worthy of notice and censure. It would appear that 
from the 10th November that general had it in his 
power to attack the division which he had hitherto 
driven before him, and that he had delayed doing so 
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till the 16th ; and on the 18th, just the day after Al- 
vinzi had made his retreat, he i^proached Verona on 
therightbank. Had these movements taken place be- 
fore Alvinzi^s defeat, or even during any of the three 
days preceding, when the French were engaged befc^re 
Areola, tlie consequences must have been very serious. 
Finding, however, that Alvinzi had retreated, Davi- 
dowich followed the same course, and withdrew into 
the mountains, not much annoyed by the French, 
who respected the character of his army, wluch had 
been repeatedly victorious, and felt the weakness in- 
cident to thdjr own late losses. 

Another incidental circumstance tends equally 
strongly to mark the want of concert and communi- 
cation among the Austrian generals. Wurmser, who 
had remained quiet in Mantua during aU the time 
when Alvinzi and Davidowich were in the neighbour- 
hood, made a vigorous sally on the ^3d November ; 
when his doing so was of little consequence, since he 
could not be supported. 

Thus ended the fourth campaign undertaken for 
the Austrian possessions in Italy. The consequences 
were not so decidedly in Buonaparte^s favour as those 
of the three former. Mantua, it is true, had re- 
ceived no relief; and so far the principal object of 
the Austrians had miscarried. But Wurmser was 
of a temper to continue the defence till the last mo- 
ment, and ha,d already provided for a longer defence 
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than the French counted upon, by curtailing the 
rations of the garrison. The armies of Friuli and 
the Tjrrol had also, since the last campaign, retained 
possession of Bassano and Trent, and removed the 
French from the mountains through which access is 
gained to the Austrian hereditary dominions. Nd- 
ther had Alvinzi suffered any such heavy defeat as 
his predecessors Beaulieu or Wurmser; while Da- 
▼idowich, on the contrary, was uniformly successful, 
had he known how to avail himself of his victories. 
Still the Austrians were not likely, till reinforced 
again, to interrupt Bu<Hiaparte^s quiet possession of 
Lombardy. 

During two months following the battle of Areola 
and the retreat of the Austrians, the war which had 
been so vigorously mzdntained in Italy experienced 
a short suspension, and the attention of Buonaparte 
was turned towards civil matters— the arrangement 
of the French interests with the various powers of 
Italy, and with the congress of Lombardy, as well as 
the erection of the districts of Bologna, Ferrara, 
Reggio, and Modena, into what was called the Trans- 
padane Republic. These we shall notice elsewhere, 
as it is not advisable to interrupt the course of our 
military annals, until we have recounted the last 
strug^e of the Austrians for the relief of Mantua. 

It must be in the first place observed, that, whether 
from jealousy or from want of means, supplies and 
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Tconiito were verj slowly transmitted from Franotto 
their Italian army. About seven thousand men, who 
were actually sent to join Buonaparte, scarcely r&> 
paired the losses which he had sustained in the late 
Uoody campaigns. At the same time the treaty with 
the P<^ being broken off, the su{Nreme Pontiff 
threatened to march a considerable army towards 
Lombardy. .Buonaparte endeavoured to supply the 
want of reinforcements by raising a defensive legion 
among the Lombards, to which he united many 
Poles. This body was not fit to be brought into line 
against the Austrians, but was more than sufficient 
to hold at bay the troops of the Papal See, who have 
never enjoyed of late years a high degree of military 
reputation. 

Meantime Austria, who seemed to ding to Italy 
with the tmacity of a dying grasp, again, and now for 
the fifth time, recruited her armieson the frontier,and 
placing Alvinzi once more at die head of nxty thou* 
sand men, commanded him to resume the offensive 
against the French in Italy. The spirit of the coun- 
try had been roused instead of discouraged by the 
late defeats. The volunteer corps, consistii^ of per- 
sons of respectability and consideration, took the 
field,for the redemption, if their blood could purchase 
it, of the national honour* Vienna furnished four 
battalions, which were presented by the Empress with 
a bmner, that die had wrought for them with her 
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own hmds. Tbe Tyrolese also thronged onoe more 
to thar fovereign's standard, undismayed by a pro- 
d ama t k m made b j Buonaparte after the retreat from 
Areola, and which paid homage, though a painful 
one, to these brave marksmen. *< Whatever Tyrol- 
ese,^ said this atrodous document, << is taken with 
arms in lus hand, shall be put to instant death.^ 
Alvinzi sent abroad a counter proclamation, <^ that 
for every Tyrolese put to death as threat^ied, he 
would hang up a Frendi officer.^ Buonaparte again 
relied, ^' that if Uie Austnan general should use 
the retaliation he threatened, he would execute in hb 
turn officer for officer out of 4iis prisoners, commen- 
cing with Alvimd's own nephew, who was in his 
power.^' A little calmness on either side brought 
them to reflect on the cruelty of aggravatmg the 
laws of war, which axe abready too severe ; so that 
the system oi military execution was renounced on 
both aides. 

But notwithstanding this display of zeal and loyal- 
.ty on the part of the Austrian nadon, its councils do 
not appear to have deiived wisdcmi from experience. 
The losses sustained by Wurmser and by Alvinzi, 
proceeded in a great measure from tbe radical error 
of having divided their forces, and comma^^ed the 
campaign on a double line of operation, which could 
not, or at least were not made to, correspond and 
communicate with eadi other. Yet they commenced 
this campaign on die same unhappy princi{des. One 
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army descending from the Tj^x)! upon Montebaldo, 
the other was to march down by the Brenta on the 
Paduan territory, and then to operate on the lower 
Adige, the line of which, of course, they were ex- 
pected to force, for the purpose of relieving Mantua. 
The Aulic Council ordered that these two armies 
were to direct their course so as to meet, if possible^ 
upon the beleaguered fortress. Should they succeed 
in nusing the siege, there was little doubt that the 
French must be driven out of Italy ; but even were 
the scheme only partially successful, still it might 
allow Wurmser with his catalry to escape from that 
besieged city, and retriMit into the Romagna, where 
it was designed that he should, with the asastance of 
his staff and officers, organize and assume the ocnn. 
mand of the Papal army. In the meantime, an iur 
telligent agent was sent to communicate if possible 
with Wurmser. 

This man fell into the hands of the besiegers. It 
was in vain that he swallowed his dispatches, which 
were inclosed in a ball of wax ; means were found to 
make the stomach render up its trust, and the docu- 
ment which the wax inclosed was found to be a let- 
ter, signed by the Emperor'^s own hand, directing 
Wurmser to enter into no capitulation, but to hold 
out as long as possible in expectation of relief, and 
if compelled to leave Mantua, to accept of no con- 
ditions, but to cut his way into the Romagna, and 
take upon himself the command of the Papal army. 
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Thus Buonaparte became acquainted with the stonn 
which was approaching, and which was not long of 
breaking. 

Alvinzi, who commanded the principal army, ad* 
vanced from Bassano to Roveredo upon the Adige. 
Provera, distinguished for his gallant defence of Cos- 
Sana during the action of Millesimo,* commanded 
the divisions which were to act upon the lower Adige. 
He marched as far as Bevi TAcqua, while his ad« 
vanced guard, under Prince HohenzoUem, compell- 
ed a body of French to cross to the right bank of 
the Adige. 

Buonaparte, uncertain wliith of these attacks he 
was to consider as the main one, concentrated his 
army at Verona, which had been so important a place 
during all these campaigns as a central point, from 
which he might at pleasure miarch either up the 
Adige against Alvinzi, or descend the river to resist 
the attempts of Provera. He trusted that Joubert, 
whom he had placed in defence of Corona, a little 
town which had been strongly fortified for the pur- 
pose, might be able to make a good temporary de- 
fence. He dispatched troops for Joubert's support to 
Castel Nuovo, but hesitated to direct his principal 
force in that direction until ten in the evening of 
l^th January, when he received information that 
Joubert had been attacked at La Corona by an im- 

• Sec p. 104 
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mense body, whidi he had restated with diflBcultjr 
during the daj, and was now about to retreat, in 
order to secure the important eminence at RiYoIiy 
which was the kej of his whole position. 

Judging from this account that the prindpal dan- 
ger occurred on the upper part of the Adige, BucMia- 
parte left only Augereau'^s diviuon to dispute with 
Provera the passage of that river on the lower part 
of its course. He was especially desirous to secure 
the elevated and commanding position of Rivoli, be* 
fore the enemy had time to receive his cavalry and 
cannon, as he hoped to bring on an engagement ere 
he was united with those important parts of his army. 
By forced marches Napoleon arrived at RivoJi at two 
in the morning of the 14th, and from that elevated 
ntuation, by the asdstance of a clear moonlight, he 
was able to discover, that the bivouac of the enemy 
was divided into five distinct and separate bodies, 
irom which he inferred that their attack the next day 
would be made in the same number o( columns. 

The distance at which the bivouacs w^e stationed 
from the position of Joubert, made it evident to Na- 
poleon that they did not mean to make their attadc 
before ten in the morning, meaning probably to wait 
for their infantry and artillery. Joubert was at this 
time in the act of evacuating the position which he 
only occupied by a rear-guard. Buoni^rte oora- 
manded him instandy to counter-march and resume 
possession of the imporUnt eminence of Rivoli. 

14 
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A few Croats had already adranced so near the 
French line as to discover that Joubert^s light troops 
iiad abandoned the chapel of Saint Marc, of which 
they took possession. It was retaken by the French, 
and the struggle to recover and maintain it brought 
xm a severe action, first with the regiment to which 
the detachment of Croats belonged, and afterwards 
If ith the whole Austrian eolumn which lay nearest to 
that point, and which was commanded by Ocskay. 
The latter was repulsed, but the column of Kobler 
pressed forward to support them, and having gained 
the summit, attacked two regiments of the French 
who were stationed there, each protected by a battery 
of cannon. Notwithstanding this advantage, one of 
the regiments gave way, and Buonaparte himself 
^Uoped to bring up reinforcements. The nearest 
•French were those of Massena's division, which, tired 
with the preceding night^s march, had lain down to 
take some rest^ They started up, however, at the 
^command of Napoleon, and suddenly arriving on 
the field, in half an hour the column of Kobler wats 
beaten and driven back. That of Liptay advanced 
in turn ; and Quasdonowich, observing that Joubert, 
in prosecuting his success over the division of Oo- 
'«kay, had pushed forward and abandoned the chapel 
of Saint Marc, detached three battalions to ascend 
the liill, and occupy that post. While the Austrians 
scaled, on one side, the hill on which the chapel is 
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litiiniif, ibme b>U>Vmnii of Freacfa iafimtty, vho 
Jiad bMi coanteimiUGbed by. Joabert to ]nreveiit 
^ioMdonawich's poipose, straggled up the steep m- 
eent on aoetlier pdnt The activity ^ tbe Frendi 
^teeugbt th^D fixst to the sammit, and haviuf liieii 
the adTSBtage of the ground, it was no diffieuk mai- 
ler fi»r thfim to finrce tlie adranoing Austrians boad- 
loi^ down the hill which they were endeaTpuring 
.to climb. Meantime, the Frepdi batteries thnadeved 
,4m the brdken columns of the ooemy — their cavaby 
.made repeated charges, and the whole Apstriaas who 
.had bfea engaged fell into inextrieaUedisorder. Th^ 
Qolnmgyi which bad advanced were kretrievably de- 
feated ; those who remained wereinsochaccmdttieiit 
that attack would have been madnfss> 

Amid this confiision, the division of LusigmBj 
which was the most remote of the Austrian columns, 
, beiog intrusted widi the charge of the artillery and 
baggage of the army, had, afker depositing these 
according to c»der, mounted the heights of Biv<di, 
and assumed a position in rear of the French. Had 
this column attained the same ground while the ei^ 
gagement continued in fhmt, there can be no doubt 
that it would have been decisive agvnst Napoleon. 
Even us it was, their appearance in the rear would 
have startled troqis, however brave, who had leu; 
confidence in dmr general ; but those of Buonapaite 
only exclaimed, " There arrive farther suppU^ to 
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our nMtfk€l>'' in full reU«wt lliftt ibiir tMHisitider 
OMild nol b« ouftpmtfiicBUYrcd. The Anitriad diti^ 
ftioD» w tbe other btild^ arriying after die battle was 
losli being without artillery or eavabry, and having 
been obliged to leave a proportion of their mnhbeta 
10 ]Q9ep a cheek upen aFrenehfaufgade^ fekthat, i». 
stoadof beinginapoHtionio culafftheTrend^b]r 
aiiaddi^ their rear while tlieir firont was engaged^ 
they themselves were cut off by the intervention of 
the vietwoos French betwixt them and their deftat- 
ed atmy. Lusigaan^s dimion win i^aced undier a 
heavy fire of the artillery in reserve^ and #is soon 
oUiged to lay down it6 arms^ 80 cUtkA aiw the 
eirents of war^ that a nilitafy Aiovenent) which, «z^ 
ecated at one partieulir period of time, i^onld have 
insured victory, is n6t imUkoly, fmn die kas of a 
hoof int«rral, to occasion only nmre gen«al calii»- 
mi^.^ The AoBtrians, on tins, as on sonte other 
oocasioiist verified I06 inmh Napcleon''s allegation, 
that they did not suffidendy denser the tahie of 
time in military affiurs» 



* It is lepiesented in tome military accounts, that the division 
wUcb §fpm5. is Oie lear of Hie FvomAi bdengsd to ihsinaf sf 
Proveia, and had been detached by him eo crossing the Adige, as 
mentioned below. But Napoleon's Saint Helena manuscripts prove 
tbe contiwy. Ptovera only crossed on eie l^Oi JaiRMry, and it was 
on tho miming of the same day that N^^p«leoB had sesn tftsAvtdi^ 
visions of Alvinzi, that of Lusignan which afterwards appeared in 
the rear of his army being one, lying around Joubert*s position of 
Rtvoli. 
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The fidd of Rtn^ wis one of the moat despegnlbe 
4hat Buomparte ever won, tnd was gamed entiidy 
by superior military skill, and not by the overbear- 
ing system of mere force of numbers, to which he 
Jias been accused of bdng psrtiaL He himself had 
Us horse repeatedly wounded in the course a£ the 
aetioB, and exerted to the utinost his personal influ- 
ence to brii^ up the troops into action where dieir 
preseroe was most required. 

Alrinsi^s error, which wasft Tery gross one, consist- 
ed in supposing that no more than Joubert^s incoo- 
sideraUe force was stationed at Riroli, and in {vre- 
paring, therefore, todestroy him at his leisure; when 
Jns acquaintance with the French celerity (^ moTe- 
ment ought to have prepared him tat tiie posdUli^ 
of Buonaparte^s night-march, by which, bring^up 
4he chosen strength of his army into the position 
where die ei»my only expected to find afeeUe f<»ce, 
Jhe was enabled to resist and defeat a mudi superior 
jurmy, brought to the field upon cKfl^rent pdmts, 
witiiout any just calculation on the means ci resist- 
juice which were to be opposed ; without the neoes* 
sary assbtance of cavalry and artillery ; and, *aboye 
all, witiiout a preconcerted plan of co-operation uA 
Mutual support. The excellence of Napdeon^s ma- 
;9oeu?res was well supported by the devotion of his 
generals, and the courage of his soldiers. Massena, 
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ill p&rtieultr, so well seconded his general, that af- 
terwa^, when Napoleon as Emperor ocmferred (m 
him the title of Duke, he assigned him his designa- 
tion from the batile of Riroli. 
' Almost b^re this impcnrtant and decisive yictory 
was ahsolutely gained, news airived which required 
the presence of Buonaparte elsewhere. On the very 
tsame day of the battle, Provera, whom we left ma- 
noeuvring on the Lower Adige, threw a bridge of pon* 
toons over that river, where the French were not pre^- 
pared to oppose his passage, and pushed forward to 
Mantua, the relief of which fortress he had by stra- 
tagem nearly achieved. A regiment of his cavalry, 
wearing white cloaks, and resembling in that parti- 
cular the first regiment of Frendi hussars, presented 
themselves before the suburb of Saint George, tl^n 
only covered by a mere line of circumvallation. The 
barricades were about to be opened without suspidon, 
when it occurred to a sagacious old French sergeant, 
who was beycmd the walls gathering wood, that the 
dress of this regiment of white-cloaks was fresher 
than that of the French corps, called Bertini's, for 
whom they were mistaken. He communicated his 
suspimons to a drummer who was near him ; they 
gained the suburb, and cried to arms, and the guns 
<^the defences were opened on the hostile cavalry, 
whom they were about to have admitted in the guise 
of friendsi 
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AbMt the line Ihail Ait iacideat look pbeo» Boo^ 
mpurle hkudf arriTed i|l ReYetb<4h, wilhki Iwelvt 
iiitle# of Mmlua, to wkidi be bed mmrdted viih in* 
credible dispatch from ibe field of bitile «4 Mwo^ 
leamg to Mtiseiia, Mum, luid Jonbivl, Ibe uA 
i»f ooQipIelii^ bis netorj, hy ibe dole* inEMuit of 
Alfinid nd bis scallered lovces* 

Ifll ibe memwbile) Fnnreni eemminrtcatod wiih 
di# gMrrisoii of Manlut iicross Ibe l«kei 4ad ccmeevl- 
od llpe neoeitfts finr its i«Iief wiA Wmmm. Qa 
tke 16tb of Jsnua^), beipg ibe moniii^ after tbe 
battle of Rivoli, aad tbe W9KeeeBifol utiea^pt to 
snxpcise tbe suburb d Samt Geoi|;e, ibe gairiara of 
Mantua saltifed from tbe plaee in str^igtii^ and took 
post at the causeway of 'I^a Favorita, bwig tbe qhHj 
one wbicb in deAiided bgr an mdosed eitadd, orb^ 
dfpendent fiNrtses^. Napoleons returning al tbe bead 
rf bis victorious fimes^ suirounded and att es k ed 
widifury tbe iBoops of PcoTera* wbSetbe Uookedbig 
linij compiled ibe garaison, at tbe bayoqet^s psbit, 
to re-enter tbe besieged oUy of Mantua. Profere, 
wj^o bad in vain, tbouj^ wUb pudi deoioon aiM 
.gnUantry, attempted the i^elief of Mantua, wbicb his 
Imperial master had so much at hearty was cnmpsl- 
lied to hy down his arms with adivision of about five 
ibousand mWf whom he bad still united under his 
person.' The dc^tadied corps wUch be had left to 
protect his bridge, and other passes in his reafv sua- 
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taiMd • Mmiltte fiite. T]i«LB»me4iinaiMo£«he«> 
my^wUnA hAd.oomflMneedlheoM&paigii<tf JaauHy 
obI^ mi die 7tli of thatnoiidi^mra thftprttODert.of 
the ifatfnirl OBBgoCTor befiwe ten da|w luidc^Apsed. 
Tbe Iwqgei imny, oeimnanfad Iqf Alvinii,. had m^ 
bcitflr foxtH&e. Tliey were ekwe pmsued firon the 
Uoody field «£ Biioli) aiid( never were penmtted to 
diMMr braalh ev to recover their diiotder. Laprgebo* 
dbs weiseiotaicepteAJMdeoapdledtosiiTfeiider^ e 
prectJeeMwaofiwyientaiDaMgriie Augfajan tieope, 
tlMlit ceased to be ahamefiiL 

NeyerthehiBit one esumple is so peonliac as to de- 
serre fomwemoration^ aa a stnldng exanqple of the 
iMtr constenMtion.aiid dispersion, of tbe Ansttians 
after this dieadfol defeat, and <^ the (XMifidettt and 
a uda c i ou s promptitude which the Fsench officers 
dimmed from their unvaried sucQessi. Ilen6^ a jmmg 
ofiesB, was in possession of ihe village caUsd Garda, 
em the hke of die aame naoM, and^ itt idsiting his id- 
vwcedpoatSy he perceived scmie AAistriaofrappcoaeh- 
iqg^ whom he caused lus escortto sumnnd and make 
priiawiiii Advancing to-thefiront to reeoBnoitse^ he 
feud himself ckse to the head-of an imperial cohunn 
of «|^teen hundted men, which a turning in the road 
had.eenoealed till he wsas within twenty yards-of them. 
^* Dowft wilk your arms r said die Austrian cooo^ 
mandant ; to which Ren6 ansneied widi the most 
ro«i^ bcddness,^-*^' Do you Im/ down your acsmi. I 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



S4B Linov 

hsre d«bNPyed your adrmoed goaid, at idtnm 
these prisonen— ground jwaat jams, or no quarter.^ 
And die French soldiers, oitduag the hint of their 
leader, jomed in the cry of ^^ Ground y<Hur anns.^ 
The Austrian officer hedtated, and proposed to en- 
ter mto capitulation ; the Frendiman would admit 
rfno terms but instant and iannechate surrender. 
The dispirited imperialist yieUted up has sword, and 
commandad his soUiars to imitste his eKample. But 
the Austrian scddiers hqpoBL to snspect tl^ truth; 
they became refractory, and refused to obey thw 
leader, whom Baie addressed wi& the utmost appa- 
rent amiposuie. ** You are an officer, sur, and a man 
of honour—you know the rules of war— you luHre 
suirei^iered— you are therefore my priacmer, but I 
rely on your parole— -Here, I return your sword*— 
ceoopel your men to submisricm, otherwise I cBrect 
against you the divisiMpL of ax thousand men who are 
undor my command."" The Austrian was utteriycMi- 
founded, betwixt the appeal to his h<mour and the 
threat of a diarge from, six thousand men. He assu- 
red Ren6 he might rely on his punctilious comspfiance 
ynth the parole he had given him ; and qpeaking in 
German to his scddiers, persuaded them to lay ^wn 
thdr arms, a submission which he had socm after- 
ward tbe satisfiiction to see had been made to one- 
twelfth part of thrir number. 

Amid such extraordinary succesnf, the gnmnd 
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which the French had lost ib Italy was speec^y re- 
amaed. Tient and Bassano were again occapied by 
the French. They regained all the positions and 
strongholds which they had possessed on the frontiers 
of Italy before Alybzi^s first descent, and might per- 
hiqw have penetrated deeper into the monntainous 
frontier of Germany, but for the snow wludi chcAed 
np the passes. 

One crowning consequence of the victories of Ri^ 
voH and of La Favorita, was the surrender of Man- 
tua itself, that prise which had cost so much Mood, 
and had been defended with such obstmacy. 

For several days after the decisive actions which 
left him without a shadow of hope of reli^, Wurm- 
ser continued the defence of the place in a sullen 
yet honourable despair, natural to the feelings of 
a gallant veteran, who, to the last, hesitated be- 
twe^i the desire to resist, and the sense that, hii 
means of subsistence being almost totally expended, 
resistance was absolutely hopdess. At length he 
Mfit his aide-de-camp, Klenau, (afterwards a nane ci 
odebrity,) to the head- quarters of Serrurier, who 
commanded the blockade, to treat of a surrender. 
Klenau used the customary language em such occa« 
sions. He expatiated on the meuis which he said 
Mantua still possessed of holding out, but said, that 
as Wurmser doubted whether the jdace could be re- 
lieved in time, he would regubite his ecmduct as to 
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lo ik» 09B£tiMfl of siiiraite l# vUcb the I^rnvdir 
fractals weve wUliiig to adaut Uiii, 

A Ffmdi offioor of dktiiiotiaa WM ^^QioMy wi)^^ 
ia Uftdodct aad ronaimi^ apart firom tbt two oficcr^ 
iNiiirillwliMdbgrfwfaaihAdpaaa^ Whmthds 
jliaaua^oRwaalmMi^tMgTOkaoimye^^ 
lbrw«Fd, and taking « pen wn^ &wa tlia condi* 
tiana of aanendar to wUdi Wuimaar imui to ba adr 
lailtad aonditiwifl mora honoimAto and fiiwwaMe 
hf iar tlum wliat Ins ntramty could lunre axaat^ 
'< Theaer said Ae unlmoim offioo* to Klona% '' ase 
tha tarnia iiihich Wiunnaer m»y aoi9q>t at pieaent, and 
nhieh will be equally twdeiiid to bimat anj peiiad 
wlBmhefindafinriherrettatancein^ossiUe* We ace 
wraKeheiatoonMichaniiinoflionouxto^Teup tbe 
tetiMf and dty, so long and honowraUy defiemded^ 
while the naans of fesifitanea reaoain in his power. 
VhftddtufB aoeqiling ike oHKblionfl for a week, fiNr 
anionth, for two n^mtha, tbey sball be eqnally big 
whaa he c heaa a a to accept tiiem> To-bmkxow I pass 
Ike Po». and merehnpon Borne.'' Klenau, pero^ving 
that he ^pake to tibe. Freneb commander^inNdMcf, 
fieankly admitted diet the gmsamxa ooadd not longer 
4eby muirendery hai^ scarce three days' provisiii^ 
imoDnsttnied* 

This tnait ofg^iefOMty towards a gaUantc but tin- 
£i»rtiinate enemy, was highly hcmcHirahle to Buona* 

18 
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9«iit of Us £0^Uiig t9ww)i (bp iwaefaUe 

tamed olhefwite. He wrote to the Directory oft.the 
aiij^jeel, tliAt he hid iiffiHsdbd to Wun«er fi^ 
£(Miw of traswider a» beeime dbe giwpiiity oC Aa 

his er^^y by misffttHiie, mas «o Uttle desiiniis ta aa» 
eiiae Us peEmmal salelyy ibait he tbiev himself kifto 
Maii«ua> etiltbg his way tlurmigh thefah^^ 
my ; thusvoluiitMrily imdeftaUog the {^ratiaas of a 
s^ge, which his gaUaatry protjmeted until ahnastihe 
list moiael of proinsiMis isas ei^MMisled 

But the young victor pud still a mere ddieate aad 
noble-minded oon^ment» in declining to be pcrsos- 
ally presoit when the Yeteraa Wunnser had the 
pftfttfiearion. to sonender his sword, with his gam* 
se^ of twenty thousand moDf tm thonssad of wlmm 
«e»e fit for a^vioe^ This selMeaial dU Naftiam 
en mnehoaedit Joearly aa hia ink*K^9 and must aolfaa 
jQilitMd in anacratiiTe, which, often calkd to stigma* 
lm his amhitiQn and its cfmsofiiences^ should Mik be 
the less seady to obserye marks of dignified, and ho* 
nonraUe feeliof* TheUsloiqroftfaiarfliMefcahleman 
mosce frequ^endy reminds jui of the romsntk and isa- 
pDohaUe ndoisea isqpi^ ^ the hseofs of the vo* 
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naiitie ages, than of the Ejmt ct Mrtirj attribated 
to Aem ; but in this instance Napcdeon^s condnct 
towaida Wunnser may be jnsdy compared to that of 
Ae Black Prince to his Toyal prisoner, Kng John of 
France. 

Sermrier^ who had conducted the leaguer, had the 
honour to receiTe the surrender c^Wurmser, after 
the siq;e«f Mantua had continued for six months, 
during which the garrison is sttd by Napoleon to 
haye lost twenty-seyen thousand men by disease, and 
in Ae yarfams numerous and Uoody salKes which 
took place. This decisiye event put an end to the 
war in Italy. The contest with Austria was here- 
after to be waged on the hereditary dominions of that 
haughty power. 

The French, possessed of this grand object of 
their wishes, were not long in displaying their na« 
ticmal characteristics. Their military and presdent 
sagacity was evinced in onploying <me of the most 
odrimUed of thdr engineers, to improve and bring 
nterly to perfection the defence of a city which may 
be termed the dtadel of Italy. They set afoot, be- 
rides, dvic feasts and ceremonies, and among others, 
one in honour of Virgil, who, being the panegyrist 
of an empennr, was indifferently selected as the pre- 
oding genius of an infant repuUic Their cu^dity 
was evinced by their artists^ ezerciring their inge- 
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naity in deriaing means to cat ftom the waU and 
carry off Ae fireaco paintings, by Titian, of the wars 
between the Grods and die Giants, at all risks of ^ 
stroying what eoold nerer be replaced. Luckily the 
attempt was found totally unadrisaUe. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

Situation and Views of Buonaparte at this period ofikt Cam* 
paign. — IRs politic Conduct towards ihe Italians^-'P&pu* 
karOjf^ S mf cre terms qf Peace proposed ie theJ^pe^-re* 
jected.^^Napoieon differs from the Directory, andNegotia^ 
tions are renewed — but again refected, — 7%c Pope raises 
his Army to 40^000 Men — Napoleon invades Gie Papal 
TerrHories.'^The Papstl Troops debated near Imobh-^^and 
at Ancona — vdudi is captured-^Loretto taken.'^Clemen^ 
of Buonaparte to the French recusant Clergy. — Peace of 
Tolentino. — Napoleon's Letter to the Pope. — San Marino, 
^rUw of the SUwUion of the d^ent ItaUtm iStolar— 
Rome^ Na p le s Tueeany^Veniee. 



The eyes of all Europe were now rivetted on N*- 
poleon Buonaparte, whose rise bad been so sudden 
that be was become the terror of empbes and the 
founder of states; the conqueror of the best generals 
and most disciplined troops in Europe, within a few 
months after he had been a mere soldier of fer- 
tune, sednng rather for subsistOKe than expecting 
honourable distinction. Such sudden derations 
have occasionally happened amid semi-barbarous 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



NAPOLSaiir JRWH APABT£. US 



nadonfi, i^kere great popilar k mn re dto M, detDhdng 
aad dedflive reTolixttimv, are cmnimm oocnrraKM^ 
but were hitherto imhesrd of in dyifised Europa 
The pre-emin^u^ which he had luddeoly oliHiaaii 
had, berides, been sutgeoted to so many trials, as t^ 
aflbrd every proof of its permanence. Niqpoleon sidod 
abftlikeachffonwhidi snccessiTeteoqpestsbadex-* 
pended their rage in tmi. The mens which raised 
him ware equally competent to make good his great* 
nesB. He had infused into the armies which he con*> 
manded the firmest reliance on his genius, and the 
greatest loTe for his person ; so that he could alwiqr* 
find agents ready to ei^cute his most difBcnlt com** 
mandJB. He had even inspired them with a portioa 
of his own indefiidgafale exertion and his command, 
ing inteUigence. The maxim which he inculcated 
upon them when practising those long and serere 
marches wh^ formed one essential part df his sys- 
tem, was, ^^ I would rather gain victory at the ex- 
pense of your legs than at the price of your blood.^ 
The Frendi, nnder his tnonmg, seemed to become 
the very men he wanted, and to fi)rget in the exdtft- 
tkm of war and die hope of vietcMry, even the feelmgs 
of wearinesB and exhaustion. The fiiUowing descrip. 
tion of the Frendi soldier hj Napoleon himsetf oc- 
curs in his dispatches to the Directory during hii 
first campaign in Italy :— - 
^^ Were I to name all those who have been dislin- 
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gmaUed by aeCt of personal farayerj, I must said the 
mnster-ioIl of all the grenadiers and caralnneers of 
ihe adranced-gnard They jest with danger and 
laugh at death ; and if anything can equal their in- 
trepidity, it is the gaiety with which, singmg alter- 
nately songs of love and patriotism, they accmnpUsh 
the most serere forced mardies. When they arriTe 
at thdr biTouac, it is not to take their repose, as 
might be expected, but to tell each his story of the 
battle of the day, and produce his plan for that <^ 
to-morrow ; and many of them think with great cor- 
rectness on military subjects. The other day I was 
inspecting a demi-farigade, and as it filed past me, 
a common chasseur approached my horse, and said, 
^ General, you ought to do so and so/—* Hold yoiur 
peace, you rogue V I replied. He disappeared im- 
tnediatdy, nor have I since been able to find him 
^Qt But die manoeuvre which he recommended was 
the very same which I had privatdy resolved to carry 
Into exeoutton.^ 

To cmnmaod this acdve, intdUgent, and intrepid 
sol£liery,Bubnapartepossessed o£Bcers entirely worthy 
^the charge ; men young, or at least not advanced 
in years, to whose ambition the Revolution, and Ae 
wars which it had brought on, had opened an unli- 
imited career, and whose genius was inspured.by the 
plans of their leader, and the success which attended 
than. Buonaparte, who had hb eye on every man, 
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Mver neglec^d to. dirtribate rewards and pmush- 
ments, praise and censure, with a liberal haad» or 
omitted to press for what latterly was rarely if evei? 
denied to him — the promotbn of such o£Bcers as par- 
ticdarly distinguished themselves. He willingly aa* 
siuned the task of soothing the feelings of those whose 
relatbns had &l}en under his banners. His letter 
of eonsola^^ to General Clarke upon the death of 
young Clarke his nephew, who fell at Areola, is af- 
fectbg, as showbg that amid all his victories he felt 
himself the object of reproadi and criticism.* His 
keen senutiveness to the attacks of the public press 
attended htm through life, and, like the slave in the 
triumphal car, seemed to remind him that he was 
still a mortal man. 
It should farther be remarked, that Nqpoleon with- 



* Letter ftom Napolecm 15 General Glariu, 29( firamftir^ 
of the Repubiic^'^ Your nephew hai been Blain on the field of battle 
at Areola. The young man had been familiar with arms— had led 
on fftlii*»«*, and would hftfe been one day an exiSdknt officer. Ht 
has died with glory in the fiwcf of the eaemy. He did not aofo for an 
instant What man would not envy such a death ?..Who is he that 
would not accept as a favourable cOhditioii the choice of thus escaping 
from the vicMtodwi of a eontemptihk wodd ^— Who is there amo^g 
us who hao not a hundred times regretted that he has not been thus 
withdrawn fiNMn the powerful ejects of calumny, of enyy, and of all 
dM odious passiooi wh£ch seem the almost exchisiTe diiectoEt of the 
oondset of manl[ind ?" — This letter, remarkable in many xeipeets, 
will remind the English reader of Cato*8 exclamation over the body 
ofhisson.* 

•• Who would aot b« thto youtb r 

VOL. 111. K 
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stood, instantly udbcJdly, all the numerous attempts 
made1yyo(»nmis8arie8,and that description of persons^ 
to aicroach upon the ftind destined for the use of th^ 
anny. Much of his public, and more of his private 
oorrespondencet is filled widi complaints against these 
agents, although he must have known that, in attack- 
ing them, he disobliged men of the highest influence, 
who had frequently some secret interest in theif 
wealth. But his military fame made his services 
indispensable, and permitted him to set at defiance 
the enmity of such persons, who are generally as 
timid as they are sordid. Buonaparte^s former pa- 
tron, Barras, was supposed to be accessible to this 
species of corruption. 

Towards the general ofiicers there took place a 
gradual change of deportment, as the commander- in- 
duef b^^ io feel graduidly, more and more, the in« 
creasing sense of his own pers<mal importance. We 
have been informed by an officer of the highest rank, 
that, during the ei^rlter campaigns. Napoleon used 
to rcjoiee with, and embrace them as associates, near- 
ly on the same footing, engaged in the same tasks. 
AiUsr a pmod, bis language and carriage becmn^ 
those of a frank soldier, who, sensible of the merit 
^ his subordinate assistants, yet makes them a^isi- 
ble,»by his manner, that he is their commander-in- 
chief. When his infant fortunes began to come o^ 
age, his deportment to his genefals was tinctured 
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with that lofty eovurtesy which princes uie iowtrds 
ihtix sulgecCs, and which phdidy intimatod, that h6( 
hdd diem as solgects in the war, not as brethren.^ 

Ni^leon'^s conduct towards the Italians individu^ 
ally was, in most instances, in the highest degree^ pruh 
dent and political, while, at the same time, it coin-' 
cided, as true policy usually does, with the rules of 
justice and moderation, and served in a great measure 
to counterbalance the odium which he incurred by 
despoiling Italy of the works of art, and even by hm 
infringements on the reli^^us systraa of the Cadiolics^ 

On the latter subject, the General became parti* 
cularly cautious, and his dislike or contempt of the 
Church of Rome was no longer shown in that grom 
species of satire which he had at first givai loose to.. 
On the contrary, it was valed under philosophical 
indifFeraice; and, while relieving the deigy of tbeic 
worldly possesdons. Napoleon took care to aToid the 
error of the Jacobins ; never proposing their tenets 
as an object of persecution, but protecting their p^«v 
sons, and declaring himself a decided friend to gene< 
ral toleration on all points of conscience. 



* Count Lag Cases mendons an incident of the same kind. An 
oflker, who had known Bnonaparts luniBaily beftire Toahn, wi% 
when h0 obtained the oommand of the Army of Italy, about to rush 
into the arms of his old oomxade. But the look and numner of the 
ga^tal made it evident there was an end to their intimacy, and that 
the interamne between them had chanfed its cbaiaettf with \m 
fTiend*s promotion. 
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In pobi of politics, ns well as rdigton; l!ie opr^ 
bIobs of Buonaparte appeared to liaye ezpenenced a- 
great diange. It may be doubted, indeed, if he ever 
in his heart adopted those of the outrageous Jaco- 
bins ; but he must doubtless have i^ofessed thepi^ 
whedier sincerely or not, when he first obtained pNH 
modon under the influence of the younger Bobe* 
sjMerre, Salicetti, and Barras, who, afterwards a Ther- 
tisidorien, was a Sans Culotte during the uege of 
Toulon.* Buonaparte^s clear and sound good sense 
speedily made him sensible, that such a violence on* 
the established rules of reason and morality, as an 
attempt to make the brutal strength of the multitude 
the forcible controller of those possessed of the wis* 
dom, property, and education <^ a country, is too 
unnatural to remain long, or to become the basis 
of a wdl regulated state. Being at present a Re- 



* Even when before Toulon, he was not held by dear-sighted 
paMm to be a Terj ovthodoz Jacobin. General Cartaax, the stapid 
Sana Culotte under whom he fint served^ wai talking of the youa^ 
eommandant of artillery with applause, when his wife, who was some- 
what fint in eommand at home, ad?ifeed him not to reckon too mocft 
OB that young man, ^' who had too mudi lense to be long a Sent 
Culotte."— ^^ Sense t Female-dtiien Cartaux,*' said her offended 
husband, ^ do you take us for fools ?".^^^ By no means,*' answered 
the lady ; «^ but his sense is not of the same kind with yotti8."-i» 
hMg Cases* JtmnuO, voL L p. 144. C^nmrn't TranHatUm.-^Jn 
the same work, we read an admission of Napobon, that his brother 
I^ieicn wir a much mone ▼idait Jacobin than himself, and that 
iamf papen pobltshad as his> with* the signature, Brutus Bnoaapane, 
ought in fact to be ascribed to Luden. 
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-fmbUcan df the Thenoidorieii part]r> Boonaptrtet 
even though he made use of the estaUiabed pfaraaes. 
Liberty and Equality, adoiowledged no dignity au*- 
perior to Citisen^ and Thee^d and Thot/Cd whom- 
aoever he addressed, was permitted to mix many 
grains of liberality with those democratic fimns. In- 
deed, the repuUican creed of the day began to ie» 
jBemble the leathern apron of the brasier, who found- 
<ed a dynasty in the East-^his descendants continued 
to display it as their banner, but enridied it so much 
with gems 4nd embroidery, that there was Mttle of 
the original stuff to be discovered. 

Jacotnnism, for example, bebg founded on the 
principle of assimilatuig the national character to die 
:gro6s ignorance of the lower classes, was the natural 
-enemy of the fine arts and of literature, whose pro- 
ductions the Sans Culottes could not comprdiend) 
and which they destroyed for the same enlightened 
reasons that Jack Cadets followers hanged the derk 
of Chatham, with his pen and inkhom about his nedr. 
fiubnaparte, on the contrary, saw that knowledge, of 
whatsoever kind, was power ; and therefore he dis^ 
tinguished himself honourably amidst his victories, 
by seekbg the conversatbn of men dbtinguished finr 
literary attainments, and displaying an interest in 
the antiquities and curiosities of the towns which he 
visited, that could not but seem flattering to the in** 
habitants. In a letter addressed publicly to OriMii, 
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a cdrimUed astronomer, he assures him that all men 
of genius, all who had distinguished themselves in 
•the republic of letters, were to be accounted natiyes 
of France, whatever might be the actual place of their 
tnrtfa. <' Hitherto,"" he said, << the learned in Italy 
did not enjoy the consideration to whidi they were 
entitled — they lived retired in their laboratories and 
Hbraries, too happy if they could escape the notice, 
and consequently the persecution, of kings and 
priests. It is now no longer thus— 4liere is no longer 
religious inquisition, nor despotic power. Thought 
is free in Italy. I invite the literary and sdentific 
persons to consult together, and propose to me their 
ideas on the sulgect of giving new vigour and life to 
the fine arts and sciences. All who desire to visit 
France will be received with distincticm by the go- 
vernment The peoide of France have more pride in 
oiroUing among thdr citizens a skilful mathemati- 
cian, a pdnter of reputation, a distinguished man in 
any class of literature, than in adding to their terri« 
tones a large and wealthy city. I request, sir, that 
you will make my sentiments known to the most dis- 
tmguished literary persons in the state of Milan."* 
To the municipality of Pavia he wrote, desirbg that 
the professors of their celebrated university should 
resume their course of instruction under the security 
of his protection, and inviting them to point out ta 
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Um sttch mei^^Aires as la^ht occur, for giving a move 
brilliant existence to their andent seminaries. 

The interest which he thus took in the literature 
and literary institutions of Italy, was shown by ad* 
mitting men of science or letters freely to his person. 
Th^ communication was the more flattering, that 
bewg himself of Italian descent, and familiar with 
the beautiful language of the country from his in- 
fancy, his conversation with men of literary emi- 
nence was easily conducted. It may be mentioned 
episodicaUy, that Napoleon found a remnant of his 
family in Italy, in the person <^ the Abb^ Gr^orio 
Buonaparte, the only remaining branch of that Flo- 
rentine finnily, of whom the Corsican line were ca« 
dots. He reidded at San Miniato, of which he was 
canon, and was an old man, and said to be wealthy. 
.The relationship was eagerly acknowledged, and the 
general, with his whde staff, dined with the Canon 
Greg^rio. The whole mind of the old priest was 
wrapt up in a projoct of obtaining the honours of re- 
gular canoniJEation for one of the family jcalled Bo- 
naventura, who had beenn capuchin in the 17th cen- 
tury, and was said to have died in the odour of sanc- 
tity, though his right to divine honours had never 
been acknowledged. It must have been ludicrous 
enough to have heard the old man innst upon a topic 
so uninteresting to Napoleon, and pr^ss the French 
republican general to use his interest with the Pope. 
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There era be fittle doubt thtt tbe H<^ Fadier, t& 
have escaped other demands, would have craonixedi 
whole French regiment of Csnnagnols, and ranked 
Aem with the old miHtia of the calendar, the Theban 
Legion. But Napoleon was sensible that any re- 
quest on such a subject comii^ from him would be 
only ludicrous.* 

The [wogress which Buonaparte made persraally 
in the fitvour of the Italians, was, doubtless, a great 
assistance to the propagation of the new doctrines 
which were connected with the Fra:ich Revolutioni 
and was much aided by the trust which he seemed 
desirous to repose in the nadves of the oountry^ 
He retained, no doubt, in his own hands, the ul- 
timate decision of everything of consequoice ; but 
m matters of ordinary importance, he permitted and 
encouraged the Italians to act for themsdves, in a 
mraner ihey had not been accustomed to under 
tfaeur German masters. The internal goremment 
of their towns was intrusted to provirional goyem- 



* jL<M Caiies says, that afterwaijds the Pope himself touched on 
the same topic, and was disposed to see the immediate guidance 
and protection afforded by the consangninean Saint BoDayentuni m 
the great deeds wrought hy his relation. It ijras said of the ishurdi- 
endowing saint, David King of Sootbnd, that he was a sore saint ftr 
the Grown ; certainly Saint Bonavcntura must have been a sove safait 
fn the Papal See, The old abb^ left Napoleon his fortijuie, whifOihs 
confeprred on some public institution. 
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on, «AoBen widumt reipect to nmk, a&d the maiste- 
BftBce of pcdke was committod to the armed burghera, 
or national guards. Conscious of ike importanoe 
annexed to tkese privileges, tkey already became im- 
patient for national liberty. Napoleon could hard- 
ly rein back the intense ardour of the large party 
among the Lombards who derired an immediate 
dedaraticm of independence, and he had no other 
expedient left than to amuse them with procrastina- 
ting excuses, which enhanced dieir desire of such an 
event, while they delayed its gratification. Other 
towns of Italy, — tot it was among the citizens of the 
towns that these sentiments were chiefly cultivated, 
— began to evince the same wish to new-model their 
^vemments on the revolutionary system ; and this 
ardour was chiefly shown on the southern side of the 
Po. 

It must be rememb^ed, that Napoleon had en- 
gi^^ in treaty with the Duke of Modena, and had 
i^preed to guarantee his principality, on payment of 
immense contributions in money and stores, besides 
the surrender of the most valuable treasures of his 
museum. In consequence, the Duke of Modena was 
permitted to govern his states by a r^ency, he him- 
self fixing his residence in Venice. But Ids two princi- 
pal towns, Reggio and Modena, especially the former, 
became desirous <^ shaking off his government f^tu 
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.tidpaUng in doing 8o the api^robftdon of the Frcfich 
jgeneral and government, the citizens of Reggio rose 
in insurrectbn, expelled from their town a body of 
the ducal troops, and planted the tree of liberty, re- 
solved, as they said, to constitute themselves a free 
state, under the protectiim of the French Republic 
TI^ Ducal regency, with a view of protecting Mo- 
dena from a similar attempt, mounted cannon on 
their ramparts, and took other defensive measures. 

Buonaparte affected to consider these prepara- 
tions as dedgned against the French ; and marching 
a body of troops, took possession of the city without 
resistance, deprived the Duke of all the advantages 
which he had purchased by the mediation of the ce« 
Jebrated Saint Jerome, and declared the town under 
protecti(m of France. Bologna and Ferrara, lega* 
tions appertaining to the Papal See, had been already 
occupied by French troops, and placed under tlie 
Hianagement of a committee of their citizens. They 
were now encouraged to coalesce with Beggio and 
M odena. A congress of an hundred delegates from 
the four districts was summoned, to effect the forma« 
tion of a government which should extend over them 
all. The Ccmgress met acccHrdingly, engaged their 
cco^tituents in a perpetual union, under title of the 
.Cispadane Republic, from their situation on the 
right of the river Po ; thns assuming the character 
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of ittdependenoe, while in fiu^ they remidned under 
the authority of Bumisparte, like clay in the hands 
of the potter, who may ultimately model it into any 
shape he has a miud. In the meantime, he was 
careful to remind them, that the liberty which it was 
desfaraUe to establish, oi^t to be consistent widi 
due subjection to the laws. ^* Never foi^t,^ he 
said, in reply to their address announcing their new 
form of goyemment, *^ that laws are mere nullities 
without the force necessary to support them. Attend 
to your military organization, which you have the 
means of pladng on a respectable fi>odng— you will 
be more fortunate than the peojde g£ France, for you 
will arrive at liberty without passmg through the or- 
deal of revolution^'' 

This was not the language of a Jacobin ; and it 
forti6es the belief, that even now, while adhering 
ostensibly to the republican system, Bu<maparte 
anticipated considerable changes in that of France. 

Meanwhile the Lombards became impatient at 
neeing their neighbours outstrip them in the path of 
jrevolution, and of nominal independence. The mu- 
nicipality of Milan proceeded to destroy all titles of 
honour, as a badge <^ feudal dependence, and be- 
came so impatient, that Buonaparte was obliged to 
pacify them by a solemn assurance that they should 
speedily enjoy the benefits of a republican constitu- 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



IMS LTFE or 

ilioii ; and to tranquiHiie tbem irriti^n) placed 
ihem ondar tike goTemmeiit of a pnmsional council, 
adeded from jdl dasies, labourers indaded. 

This measure made it manifest, that the motives 
whidi had induced the delay of the French gOTcm- 
ment to recognise the independence (as they termed 
it) of Lombardy, were now of less force ; and in a 
abort time, theprovisional coundl of Milan, after some 
modest doubts on their own powers, rcYoIutioniied 
thdr country, and assumed the title of the Trans- 
^padane Republic, whieh they afterwards laid arid^, 
iwhen, on their union with the Cispadane, both were 
amited under the name of the Cisalpine Commcm- 
wealth. This dedsive step was adopted Sd Janu< 
ary, 1797. Decrees of a popular character had pre- 
ceded the dedaration of independence, but an lur of 
tnoderation was observed in the revolution itsdf. 
The ttoUes, deprived of thdr feudal rights and titu- 
lar dignities, were subjected to no incapadties ; the 
reformation of the church was toudied upon gentiy, 
and without indicatbg any design of its destruction. 
In these particulars, the Italian commonweahhs 
stopped short of tiieir Gallic prototype. 

If Buonaparte may be justiy charged with wani 
of faith, in destroying the authority of the Duke of 
Modena, after having accepted of a price for grants 
ing him peace apd protection, we cannpt object ^ 
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him ihd taiM dimrge for aooeding to ihe Thnsp*- 
dane RepobHc, in so fiur as it detaclwd thelagattoaa 
ofFemura and Bologna from the Roman See. These^ 
had been in a great measure reserved for the dispo* 
sal of the French, as drcumstances shonld dictate^ 
when a final treaty should take {dace betwixt the 
I^epublic Mtd the Sovereign Pontifiv But many cir« 
cumstances had retarded this pacification, and seern^ 
ed at length likely to- break it off without hope of reu 
newal. 

If Buonaparte is correct in fai& statement, which 
we see no reason to doubty the delay of a padficatioif 
with the Roman See was chiefly the favdt of the Di- 
recUvy, whose avaridous and engrossing spmt was 
at this period its most distinguishing characteristic^ 
An armistice, purchased by treasure, by contribiti^ 
tionsy by pictures and statues, and by the eemim 
of the two legations of Bologna and Ferrara, having' 
been mediated for his Holiness by the Spanish am^ 
bassador Asara, the Pope sent two plenipotentiariesf 
to Paris to treat of a definitive peace. But the con- 
ditions proposed were so severe, that however despe* 
rate hts^ condition, the Pope found them totidfy in>- 
admissible. His Holiness was required to pay a large 
ccmtribtttion in grain fi>r tmi years, a reguUur tribute 
cttix millions dT Roman crowns for six years, to cede 
to France in perpetuity the ports of Ancona anf 
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GivtU Veodiifty and to dackre Ibe inc^ieiMfeiice of 
Fcnrart, Bdogsa, and RaTflniuu To add insiih to 
oppretaion^ the total oesdon of tkie Clementiae Mu- 
seum was leqobed, and it was stipulated that Franoe 
should hare under management of her minister at 
Rome, a separato tribunal forjudging her sidgeets, 
and a separate theatre for their amusement. Lastly, 
the seeuhir soyemgnty of the dominions €£ Ae 
churdi was to be executed by a senate and a popu* 
Ur body. 

These demands might hare bten complied with, 
although they went the length of entkdy stiipinng 
his Holinett of the character of a secular prince. 
BiU there were od^rs made on him, in cqNidty of 
head of the church, which he could not grant, if he 
meant in future to lay daim to any authority under 
that cmce venerable title. The Sovereign Pontiff was 
required to recall all the briefs which he had issued 
against France since 1789, to sanction the constitu- 
tional oath whidi rdeased the French clergy from' 
the dominion of the Holy See, and to ratify the 
confiscation of the church-lands. Treasures might 
be expended, secular dignities resigned, and pro« 
▼inces ceded ; but it was clear that the Sovereign 
Pontiff could not do what was expressly contrary to 
the doctrines of the church which he represented, 
^here were but few cleigymen in France who had 

16 
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belted to pfove thw devoUon to the Chureli of 
Rome, by^suimiittiDg to expulsion, rather than lake 
Ae constittttioiial oath. It was now for the Head of 
die Church to show in his own person a simihir dis^ 
interested devotion to her interests. 

Accordingly, the College of Cardinals having re- 
jected the proposals of France, as contwiing articles 
contrary to conscience, the Pope declared his deter* 
mination to abide by the utmost extremity, rather 
than accede to conditions destructiye, degrading, 
and, in his ofanicm, imfMous. The Directory in^ 
stantly determined on the total ruin of the Pope, 
and of his power, both spiritual and temporal 

Napoleon dissented from the opinion of the go^ 
vernment. In point of moral effect, a reconciliaticm 
with the Pope would have been of great advantage 
to France, and have tended to reunite her with other 
Cadiolic nations, and diminish the honor with which 
she was r^arded as sacril^ous and atheistical. 
Even the army of the Holy See was not altogether 
to be despised, in case of any reverse taking place 
in the war with the Austrians* Under these consi^ 
derations, he prevailed on the Directory to renew 
the negotiations at Florence. But the French com- 
missioners, having presented as preliminaries sixty 
indispensable conditions, contaming the same arti-^ 
cles which had been already rejected, as conteary to 
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liie eonmeiM^ of the PoBiyE, ilie ooalpBK^ 
up? and the P<qpe» in dcipar, retoked to make 
oentoon ciiue with the House of Austria, and have 
reoomse to the secidar force, whidi the Roman See 
had disosed tor so many years. 

Itwasaeaseof^reneceiBdty ; but the arming of 
the Pope^s government, whose military force had been 
Iimg the sttbject of ridicide,* against the victorious 
cenqneror of five Austrian armies, tcnkids us of 
Priam, when, in extranity of years wd despair, he 
buckled on his rusty armour, to oj^pose age and 
decrepitude to the youthful strength of Pyrriius-f 
Yet the measures of Sextua indicated co ns i d e r abl e 
energy. He brought back to Borne an instahnent of 
nxteen miUiotts of stipulated tribute, which was on^ 
the road to Bucmaparte^s military chert — took er&tj 
measure to increase his army, and by the voluntary 
exertions of the noUe families of Kome, he actually 
raised it to forty thousand men, and (daeedat its head 
the same goieral Colli, who had commanded with 
credit the troops of Sardinia during the caQipaigQ 
on the Alps. The utmost pains were taken by the 



* Toltaire, in some of his romances, terms the Pope an old gm* 
tlemaii, having a guard of one hundred men^ who mount guard with 
umbrellas, and who make war on nobody. 

•f Arma diu smior desueta trementibus avo 
Cireumdat nequlcquam humeris, et inutile ferrum 
Cingitur JSneid. Lib. II. 
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tleigy, tetb ir^tir md i^ctdar, to give the elpeiied 
war the character of a crttBade, and to ex^e the fierce 
spirit of those peasantry who inhatbit the Apennines^ 
and were doubly disposed to be hostile to the French^ 
as foreigners and as heredcs. The Pope endeavour* 
ed also to form a close alliance with the King of the 
two Sicilies^ who {Hrpmised in secret to cover Rome 
wirii an army of Airty thousand men. Little r^nce 
was indeed to-be placed in the good faith of the court 
of Naples; but the Pope was compared, by the French 
cBToy, to a man who, in the act of fidling, would 
grasp for support at a hoc^ of red-hot iron. 

While the Court of Rome showed this hostilcf dis* 
^ofttion, N^^Ieon ref^oached the French govern-^ 
mtot for having broke off the negotiation, which 
they ought to have protracted till the event of Al- 
"rinzi^s march into Italy was known ; at all events, 
until their general had obtained possession of the 
sixteen millions, so much wanted to pay his forces. 
In reply to his remonstrances, he received permis- 
«ion to renew the negotiations upon modified terms. 
But the Pope had gone too far to recede. Even the 
French victory of Areola, and the instant threats of 
Bu^aparte to march against him at the head of a 
flying column, were unable to move his resolution. 
^ Let the French general march up<m Rome,^ said 
the Papal minister ; ^^ the Pope, if necessary, will 
quit his capital. The fiirUier the French are drawn 

VOL. III. s 
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firivB Ae Adi|»» the BCMmr dMf «» to tlwr ol^^ 
d^ftmction.'' Nafoltoii wm aonttblt, on reoeiviiig 
a botiUo Jimwert Uuit the Pope aiill lelied on the 
iMt preptrttioBi which w«re miide fiir the rdief of 
Maattt«» and it was not safe to attempt bis chMtiae. 
BMDt untU Alvkid and PiOTera should be diqmed i^. 
But the deeiitve battles of Biroli and Iia Favodta 
haying mined these annies, Niqpolecm was at lasnre 
to execute his purpose of crushing the power^ such 
as it was, of the Holy See. F<Nr this purpose he die* 
patched Victor with n Fr^ich divisicm c^fbur thou* 
sand men, and an Italian anny of nearly the same 
fiorce, snpplied by Lombardy and by the Tranapa- 
dane republic ^ inrade the tmritories of the Church 
on ibe eastern side of Italy9 by the route of Imola. 
Meantime, the utmost exertions had beoi made 
by the dergy of Bomagna, to raise the peasants in a 
m&s, and a great many obeyed the sound of the 
toonn. But an insurrectimary force is more calcula- 
ted to embarrass the movements of a regular army, 
by alarms on their flanks and rear, by cutting off 
their communications, and destroying thcdr supj^ies^ 
defimding passes, and skirmishing in advmitsgwiB 
positions, than fay ofqposing them in the open fi^ 
The Papal army, consisting of about seven or eight 
thousand men, were encamped on the riv^. S^o, 
which runs on the southward ot the town of Imdk to 
dispute the passage. The banks were defended with 
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eatmoB ; Imt dieiii^b^; vinnii^^ 
crossed about a league and a half higher np than Iht 
pontbn of the Roman army, which, taken in the reto, 
fled in every direction, after a short resistance. A 
few hundreds ^ere killed^ among whom were sertod 
monks, who, holding the eructfix in their hand, had 
placed diemselves in die ranks to encourage the soU 
diers. Faensa hdd out, and was taken by Btortn ; but 
the «oldiars were withheld from ^llage by ike gene^ 
rdsity, <nr {nrudence of Napolecm, and he dismissed 
the prisoners of war to carry into Ab interiot' «f tk^ 
country the news of dieb own defeat^ lef the iitvw 
•istftle superiority of the French anny^ lioA ^ tht 
tiemeney of their genend. 

Kext day, ^ree thousand of tire Papal troops^ oo. 
cupying an adFantageous position in front of Aifec»- 
tia, and commanded by €ofii, were mad^ prisonlerfe 
without firing a shot ; and Ancona was taken aflteir 
isUghtresistante, thmi^aplaoeofsomes^neiigtil. A 
curiotts piece of priestcraft had been plaj^ed off in this 
^own, to encouri^ the people to resistance. A mii^ 
culous image was seen to shed tears, and the Frendi 
artists could not discover the mode in which the foick 
was managed until the image was brought to head- 
cpMUterg, when a glass shrine, by wluch the iIludLoB 
was managed, was removed. The Madonna was sent 
back to the church which owned her, but apparently 
bad become reconciled to the foragn vkdtm, attd 
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Ariedber tears in eonseqaence of her iiitenrfew witli 
Buonitparicb 

. On the 10th of February, the French, moving^ 
with great celerity, entered Loretta, where the cele- 
brated Santa Caaa is the subject of the CathoIicV 
devotional triumph, of secret scorn, according as 
his fidth or his doubts predominate. The wealth 
wUch this celebrated shrine is once supposed to have 
possessed l^ gifts of the £uthful, had been r^noved 
by C^-^-4f, indeed, it had not been transported to 
Borne long before the period of wtich we treat ; yet, 
predoua metal and gems to the amount of a million 
of liyxes, fell into the possession of the French, whose 
capture was also enriched, by the holy image of Our 
Lady of Loretto, with the sacred porringer, and a 
hedgown of dark-coloured camlet, warranted to have 
hehmged to the Blessed Virgin. This image, said to 
have been of celestial workmanship, was s^it to F*- 
ris,. but was restored to the Pope in 1802. We are 
not informed that any of the treasures were ^yen back 
-along with the Madonna, to whom they had been 
Sffvoted. 

As the Frendi army adranced upon the Rmnan 
territory, there was a menace of die interference of 
the King of Naples, worthy to be mentioned, both as 
expressing the character of that court, and showing 
Napoleon^s readiness in anticipating and defeating 
•the arts of indirect difdomacy* 
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ed Buimiq)jurte^8 head^quarters,. in the c$ftmt^ per«« 
haps of an observer, as s^cb as of ambassador (ot 
Ni^Iesy came to the French general in seorecj) to 
ubow fauO) mider stnct confidence, a letter of the 
Queen of the Two Sicilies proposing to mardb an 
army of diirty thousand men towards Rome. ^^^Your 
oaofidence shall be repaid,^^ said Buonaparte who at 
once saw through the spirit of the communication^ 
** You shall know what I have bng since settled to 
do in case of such an ev«nt taking place.^ HecaUed 
for the port-folio containing the papers respecting 
Naples, and presented to the disconoarted Prince the 
copy of a dispatdi written in November preceding, 
which cdntttoied thb passive :-^'' The approadi of 
Alvinzt would not prevent my sending ax thousand 
men to chastise the court of Rome ; but as the Nea* 
pe)itan army might march to their assisttfice, I will 
postpone this movement till after the surrender of 
Mantua ; in which case, if the King of Naples should 
interfere, I shall be able to sp«:e twenty-five thousand 
men to march against his capital, and drive him over 
to Sicily.^ Prince Pignatelli was quite satis^d with 
the result of this mutual confidence, and there was 
»e more said of Neapolitan armed int^rfi^ence* • 
- V'Tom Ancona the division commanded by Victor 
tmmed in^stward to Foligno^ to unite itself with am 
other column of French which penetrated into the 
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tMlMiei ^r Ae Ckufdi bf Parngts, vkidkdbey 
eatUyaooomplidiecL Refistnee seemed bow tommA. 
ing. The Pope in rtaa teKoitied Ui rabjeds to xiae 
egainst the fecond Alarie, who was approadiii^ the 
HolyCitj* niqrvoBUBiieddeif tofabeKhoTtetM0»^ 
Aoi^ made in the names of the Bkssed Virgin, 
and of the Aposdcs Peter and Panl, yfho had <tf eld 
been line visible protectors ef the metropolis of the 
Cfarisdan worid in a sim^sr eaiergem^. AH waa 
dismay ai^ confimon in the pafeiimony dt Ssint 
Peter's, whidi was now the sole teeiiic»ry MMuung 
in possession of his representative. 

But there was an nnhap]^ cfaws of persons, who 
hadfbnnd shelter in Home, ratb^ than dfoown whose 
alle^ance they had left their homes, alad. rengned 
Iheir n^aas of Uriog. These were the tepmrnn^ 
Firach clergy, who had refojsed to tsls^ the ewstlh 
tutional oath, and who now, recoUeeling tlue sceaes 
which they witnessed in France, expected little eke, 
Ihan that, on the approadi of the R^ubliew troops, 
they would, like the IsraeUtish captain, be slifo be^ 
tween the homs of the yeiy alter at which they bid ta* 
ken refuge. It is said that one of their number, framif 
at the thotkghta of the fate whidi he supposed await* 
ed them, pres^ted himself to Buonaparte, wnoimoed 
hb name and oon^tton, »id pnqred to be led to* in- 
stant death. Napdeon tocde the opportomilgF'to id»w 
once mom tliat he< wa&aMfa^ra. priacqpks diflkent 
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fron the brutal aadpenactt&ig ifsriioC Jacolminn. 
He imied « pmdlaBiati(ni> in vbidit praoiriDg ibat 
the leeiiaant priests^ tbougk fanUied&am IlieFr^ 
tarrilory) were ael prcdtibited from reiidiiig kt eatm- 
tndB whieb migfat be conquowd by tbe FraBcbarm% 
bed^clwesbimidfsatiafodirttbtbenreaBdiict. Tbe 
prodbmaitiongoesett ta probiUt^ under theiaealae- 
vere panallyy tbe Frencb soldieijrtradallodier peA- 
aenfff firom debg any uijtay to tbeie unfortunate 
«Ut8. Tbe omyenta are Greeted to affeid tbeui 
hdgmg^ neuridunent) and fifteen Erew^ Knes 
(twdye ^Ungs amd «ip»ce British) MentUy, te 
each iadiTidual, for wlncb the pfkatwaa tocniifeti 
Mte by gayii^ maaaes ad wdorem ^ "p t hua atfagpfaif 
the Italian oonvaita payment for their hospitality 
in the same coin vith wbidi they tbemself ea ntfA- 
ted the laity. 

Forbiqps this liberality migfat have a^ne veight 
vith tbe Pope in inducing him to throw himself 
upon the mercy of France, as bad been recomniend* 
ed tobim Iqr Buonaparte in a confidential communis 
cation through tbe superior of the monastie order ef 
Camalduli, and mmse opetsdy in a letter addressed to 
Cardinal Mattel The 'King of Naples made no 
moyement to his assistance. In fin^ after hesitating 
.what course to< take» and baying had at one time his 
eqpnpa^e ready hameMed to leaye Rome and 4y ^ 
Naples^ tbe Pontiff judged reatataoee and flight dike 
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entire subnutsion to the will of tke eoodqueror. 
; ItwMtheobjectofdieDbectoryentirelytodestroy 
dieiKcakr authoritjr of the PopC) tod to depmo hnl 
jof idl Ilk tempoiaEties. But BuonapiTte foressw; 
th$t wliedier the Romaii tenitories were united wiA 
ibe new Citpadane Republie, or formed into « ee- 
peate ttate^ it would ftEke bring on pematurdjrt 
nnewal of tkie war witli Naplea, ere the north of 
Italy was yet sufficiently secure to admit the mareh^ 
11^ a Frendi force into the soudieim eztr^nities of 
the Italian peninmila, exposed to descents of the 
Enjl^b, and insurrections in the rear. Theae Na^ 
poleon foresaw would be the mate dangerous and 
difficult to subdue, that, thoi^h he might strip the 
Pope of his temporalities, he could not deprive him 
of the supremacy assigned him in spiritual matters 
by each Catholic ; which, on the contrary, was, ac- 
cording to the progress of human JTeeling, likely to 
be the more widely fdt and recognised in favour of a 
wanderer and a suffisrer for what would be accounted 
eonscienoe-sake, than of one who, submitting to cir« 
enmstances, retained as much of the goods of this 
world as the clemency of his conqueror would pemnt 
Influenced by these considerations, Buonaparte 
admitted the Pope to a treaty, which terminated m 
the peace of T<dentmo, by which Seitus purdiased 
such a politaeal existence as iraa left to him, at the 
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hig^M ttfte #htdi he bid the koit chaAoe tf ^f^ 
charging. Napoleon inentioiis, as a eimoiis istlanee 
of the crafty and un8crv|niloufl duoacter of the Nea^- 
politans^ that the i^ame PignatcUi, whom we bate at* 
leady comn^morated, attadied himself closely to the 
pl^potfflitiaries durmg the whole treaty of ToleaiU 
lio; and in his ardour to discover whether theice ex- 
isted any secret ardcte betwixt die Pope and Bilraap. 
Iparfte whidi voij^t compromise die interests of bis 
mastar, was repeatedly dasco¥«red listening at the 
door of the apartment in whidi the discussions were 
carried <m. 

, The srticles which the Pope was obliged to aceq>t 
at Tcdendnot incfaided the cession of Avignon and its 
territories, the a{^roprialion of which, by France, 
bad never yet been recognised; the resigning the 
b^lations of Bologna, Ferrara, andBomagna ; the oc- 
cupation of Ancona, the only port ex^pting Veniee 
which Italy has in Uie Adriatic ; the payment of 90 
millions of livres, in specie ex in valuable effiscts ; the 
complete execution of the article in the armistice of 
Bologna respecting the ddivery of paintings, manu^ 
soipts, imd objects of art ; and several othex stipii* 
b^ons of similar severity. ^ 

Bucmap4rte informs us, that it was a principal 
<]b]ect in this treaty to compel the abolitbn of the 
Inqpiitttion, from which he had only departed in 
consequence of receiving informatmn, diat it had 
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esised tv be tnad M s reiigiouf tribonii}, aad tal»^ 
adMdy MaoMOPtof poMo0. Tbeeoascieiice oftbe 
Pope Memei alst sa tende^ aftetedbytlMpvopo^ 
Ml, that be tboaght it safe to demt fton it. 

Tbe same dispatch, in wMch Bvooaparte infbfaa 
the Directery, that big conmittee ef artiil oeUeeton 
<* bad made a good banmt of painthige in the Pqpal 
jbe Mn ions, and which, with the objects of art ceded 
bf tbe Pojpe» kcluded ahnost alt that was emeus and 
Suable, excepting some few ot^eets at Tuvki md 
Naples,^ eonveyed to them a dociunent of a yery di£> 
ferent kind. This was a respectfiil and ahnost leioa* 
rential letter from Napoleon to the Pope^ leoom- 
mendtng to his Holiness to distmst sooh penons as 
might exdtr him to doobt the good intentions of 
France, assuring hhn that he would always fiad dw 
Republic most onoere and fittthlul, and ezpressh^ 
m his own name the perfect esteem and yeneraiion 
which he entertained fm the persmi of his Holiness^ 
and the extreme desire which he had to j^Swd him 
proo6 to that effect 

This ktter furnished much amusement at the 
time^ and seemed fiur less to intimate the sendasa^ 
of a Sans Culotte general, than those of a cmliasd 
highwayman of the old sehool of Madwadi, who 
nerer cKsmissed dM tvavdlara wlxmi he had plander- 
ed, without his sincese good wishes ftr the happy 
pesseoutm of their jowmey.. 
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A more flamig Tioir ef Bimlipiirte^t ^thiraetar 
was exhiUled about Ais time, in hk eoadiict towHrdi 
llieU^iBtexMliBgRqpHUioof SmMariM. That 
state, whioh mij acknowledges the Pope at a pnw 
teeter, not as a soyeragn, had maiataingd &f very 
iiiany years an independaiee, whidi conqtieiers had 
qpared eidiev in ecmtempt or in reqpeet. It cenosls 
of a oi^le moantain and a single town, and boistfe 
jdiout seven thousand mhaWtomts, goTemfid by thek 
own laws. CitiienMonge,thedbief of thecommiltee 
of ooUecting.anii^, was aent deputy to San Maifaie 
to knit the bends of amity between the two BepnWei^ 
•«^which might wdl resemble a imion between lili- 
put and Brobdigm^. Thevewere no pictures in the 
little RepuUic, or th^ might have been a temptation 
to the dtisen eoUeetor. The people of 4San Mari- 
no conducted themselYes with much sagadty ; and 
altboi^h mere comf^mentai^ to Buonaparte tbsa 
Diogenes to Alexander the Great, when he came to 
visit the philosc^herinhis tub, they showed the same 
judgment in eschewing too much courtesy. They 
respectfully declined an accession of territory, which 
could but have invdved them in subsequent quar* 
nds with the sovereign from whom it was to be wrestl- 
ed, and (miy accepted as an honorary gift the present 
of &urfield^pieces,lmngatramof artiileiyupon the 
scale ef their military force, mi of which, it is to be 
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ikiped, the CspUtn Regents of the little contented 
stale will nerer have any occasion to make use. 

Rome might, for the present at least, be consider- 
ed as completely subjugated. Naples was at peace, 
if the signature of a treaty can create peace. At any 
rate, so distant from Rome, and so con trolled' by the 
defeat of the Papal arms-^by tbe fear that die Eng- 
Ml ieet might be driven firom the Mediterraneta — 
imd by their distance fr<mi the scene of action-^he 
'King of the Two Sicilies, or rather his wife, the high* 
spifited daughter of Maria Theresa, dared not offer 
•the least interference with the purposes of the French 
general. Tuscany had apparently consented to owe 
her political existence to any degtee of clemency' or 
contempt which Buonaparte might (Extend to her ; 
and, entertaining hopes of some convention betwixt 
the French and English, by which the Grand Duke^s 
port of Leghorn might be restored to him, remained 
passive as the dead. The republic of Vcfnice alone, 
feeling still the stimulus arising fVom her and^it im- 
portance, and yet painfully conscious of her present 
want of power, strained every exertion to place herself 
in a respectable attitude. That city bf lofty remem- 
brances, tbe Tyre of the middle ages, whose traders 
were princes, and her merchants the honourable of the 
eatth, fdUen as she was from her former greatness, 
silH presented some appearance of vigour. Her oK- 
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gmifjlicil gb^mm&^y Mohmgkmmn and so.AreadiQd«: 
fi>y jealpn^ pcicautions, poUtkal sagMtly^ Ae impcr*» 
netrabilitj of their plau^, and the iDflestbUi^y . a& 
their. r^tir, atiU ^preserved the attitude of iode- 
pendence, and ^deavouced, by raiabg additionaL 
r^iniffiM^, of Sjdayoniiins, disetpUiuog tbw peaamt-» 
ry, who wareof a Y&cy martialcharact^, andforoiiiig 
niili^y magazines of ccm9idenybie extent, to main^. 
tainauch an aspect* as might make their friend-^ 
ship to be coturted> and their enmity to be feared. It 
was already eyidentithatthe Aiisttiana, notwithstand-^ 
ing all th^ rec^ defiaats, were again idioul to jnake 
head on Aeir Italo-German, frontier ;>a]id France^ 
in imposing them,. could not be indiffer^oit to th^ 
neutrality of Vemce, upon whose territories, to all ap«. 
pearance, Buonaparte must have rested the flank of 
his operations, in case of his adyandng towards Fri« 
ulL So circumstanced, and when it was recollected 
that the nustre^ of the Adriatic had still fifty thou* 
sand men at her command, and those of a fleece and 
courageous description, chiefly conisisting of Sclayo- 
nians, Venice, even yet, was an enemy not tobelighUy 
provoked. But the inhaUtants were not unanimous, 
espedally those of the Terra Firma,, or mainland^ 
who, not hmg enrolled in the gddcai book of the 
inaular nobility .<^ Yenie^^ werie discontented, and 
availed themselves of the encouragement andassiat^ 
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aaet •f dM iiiip*0reiled tepdiici M tiM F» to iIb«^ 
offlhtbilkgkiiofw Bresda and Bergamo, in parti- 
eobnr, ware damotoiu for udependcs&ce. 

Nqjolecm mw, in this Mate ot dybamdm, the 
meani oljjiKjmg an adnnt game $ and while, <m the 
eM band, he endeayonred to restrain, till a mofefii* 
TOorable efiportanity) die ardonr ti the patriots, he 
atteaqited, on the other, to ccmyinee the Senate^ that 
dMjr had no safe policj bat in endirac»ig at onee 
the dHanoe of France, oi^nsiTe and d^nstre^ and 
joining their forces to those of the mnj with 
which he was abont la more agnnst the Anstrians. 
He ofifared, on these c(»ditions, to gnamntee the 
possessions of the repuUic, eren without exacting 
any modification of their oligarchical Constitution. 
But Venice declared for an impartial neutrality. It 
had been, thqr said, their ancient and sage policy, 
nor would they now depart firom it ** R^nain then 
neuter,^ said Napoleon ; ^^ I consent to it» I march 
upon Vienna, yet will leave enough of Froich troops 
in Italy to control your repubfic*— But dismiss these 
new levies; and remark, that if, while I am in Ger* 
many, my communications shall be interrupted, my 
detadnnents cut off, or my convoys intercepted in 
the Venetian temtories, the date erf* your republic is 
terminated. She will have brought on herself anni- 
faUation.'' 
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Lest these threats should be fo tg oii t n while he 
was at a distance, he took the best preeaudons in his 
power, by garrisoning advantageous pcmits on the 
line of the Adige ; and trusting partly to this de« 
fence, partly to the insurgents of Bergamo and Bres- 
cia, who, for thdr own sakes, would oppose any in« 
▼arimi of ^ niain*land by their Y^ietian masters, 
whose yoke they had cast aside, Napoleon again un- 
furled his banners, and marched to new triiuBf^s 
over yet untried oppcments. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

ArMuk0 Charki — Compared toUk Ntipele&ii^^FetUred hp 
the Aulic Council. — Napoieon, by a stratagem, passes the 
Tagliamento, and compels the Archduke to retreat. — Crra^ 
dUea carried bg storm. — Chiusa^ Veneta taken by Massena^ 
with the loss of $000 Austrians, Baggage, Canmon, ^.— TM 
Sea^ports of Triest and Fiume occupied by the French."^ 
Venice breaks the Neutrality, and commences Hostilities by 
a massacre of 100 Frenchmen at Verona* — Terrified on 
iearning that an Armistice had taken place betwixt France 
and Austria — Circumstances which led to this, — 7%« Arch^ 
duke retreats by hasty marches on Vienna — Ais prospects of 

*" success in defending it — The Government and People irre-- 
sohite, and the Treaty of Leoben signed — Venice now makes 
the most humiliating submissions. — Napoleon's Speech to the 
Venetian Envoys — He declares War against Venice, and 
evades obeying the orders of the Directory to spare t/.— 
The Great Council, on Slst May, concede everthing to 
Buonaparte, and disperse in terror. — Terms granted by the 
French General. 

The victories of the Archduke Charles of Aus- 
tria on the Rhine, and his high credit with the sol- 
diersy seemed to point him out as the commander fall- 
ing most naturally to be employed against the young 
general of the French republic, who, like a gifted 
hero of romance, had borne down successively all 

opponents who had presented themselves in the field* 

11 
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The c^piniimlt of £ttv6pe were suqpi^Qd d^ttcftafng 
tiieprobaUe issue of Aeecmtest* Both geiimrds wece 
jovmgf amItttiioiBs, enthuaastic in the military pfo« 
fisBsioii, imd warmly bdoTed hf ihdbr soldifrs. The 
exploits of bodi had filled tfaetounpet of Fanie ; and 
although Buonaparte^s success had been less uninter-^ 
ropte^ yet it eould not be denied, that if &e Ardi- 
dike^s j^ans wefe not equally brilliant and origiBal 
with those of his great adversary, thqr were just and 
sound, and had been attended repeatedly with great 
results, a3id by the defisat of sudi men m Moreab 
and Jourdan. But there wlere two particulaEB. in 
whidi the Austrian Prince fell far short <3ilimpo* 
leon,«-^bBt^ in that ready, decided, and Vigoroiii 
confidence, which seises the favourable instant fi» 
the execution of plans resolved upon,— >and secondp 
ly, in having the disadvantage to be subjected) not* 
withstanding his high rank, to the iaterferenoe ef 
the Aulic Council ; who, sitting at Vienna, and ig* 
notrant of the changes and vicissitudes of the eam* 
pa^n, were yet, by the ancient and jealous laws of 
the Austrian empire, entitled to contrd his opinion, 
and prescribe beforehand the motions of the an^es^ 
while the generals, intrusted with the execution of 
their sdiemes, had often no choke hit but that of 
adherence to their instructioi»> hoi^ever eH^stf^g 
eircumfitances might requure a deviadon. 

■' VOt. lit. T 
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BtttaldkNighdieciiooantcrbeiwixtdieiietiro di«- 
tmguiilied young genmls be highly interesiaig, our 
gpaee will not pennit at to detail the campugiis of 
Austii* at the same length as those of Italy. The 
latter formed the conunenoement of Bi]onaparte'*s nn- 
Utary career, and at no subsequent period (^ his fife 
did he achieve the same wpncbous victories against 
sadi an immense odds, ar with such c(Hnparativ^ 
inadiiqntti* means. It was also necessary, in the out- 
let of hu military hutory, to show in minute detail 
the duffaeter of hu tactics, and illustrate that spirit 
of energetic concentration, which, neglecdng the ex* 
tvemities of an extended line of operations, comlnned 
his whole strength, like a bold and skilful (eacety for 
one thrust at a vital part, which, if successful, must 
needs be &taL The astonishing rapidity of his move- 
ments, the audacious vivacity of his attack, having 
been so oft^i described in individual cases, may now 
be passed over with general allu^ons ; nor will we 
embarrass ourselves and our readers with minute de- 
tails of positions, or encumber our pages with the 
wunes o[ obscure villages, unless when there is some 
battle calling for a particular narrative, cdthor from 
its importance or its singularity. 

By the direction of the Aulic Council, the Arch- 
duke Charles had taken up his position at Friuli^ 
where it had been settled that the sixth Austritti 
army, designed to act against Buonaparte for the de* 
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fence of the Italo-Germtn ftontier, shduld be 4 
Ued. This poduon was strangdy [»efenred to the 
Tyrol, where the Archduke-conld hftye (onoed a jusc* 
tion ten days sooner with an additional force of ftrty 
thousand men {tdm the army of the Rbine^ march* 
ing to reinforce his own troops, — men accustomed to 
fight and conquer under their leader^s eye ; whikt 
those with whom he occupied Friuli, imd the Ime of 
the Piave, belonged to the hapless Imperial fivces, 
which, under Beaulieu, Wurmser, and Alvimd, had 
never encountered Buonaparte without inciirfiag 
some notable defeat. 

While the Archduke was yet expectiiig those r^ 
inforcements which were to form the strength of hb 
army, his active adversary was strengthened by niore 
than twenty thousand men, sent from the French ar- 
mies on the Rhine, and whidi gave him at the mo- 
ment a numerical superiority ov^ the Austrian gene- 
ral. Instead, therefore, of waiting, as on fwmer occa^ 
sions, until the Imperialists should commence the war > 
by descending into Italy, Napoleon resolved to antici- 
pate the march of the succours expected by the Arcb. 
duke, ^ve him from his position on the Italian fron- 
ders, and follow him into Germany, even up to the 
walls of Vienna. No scheme iqppeared too bold for 
the general's imagination to form, or his genius to 
render practicable ; and his soldieriB, with the view 
before them of plunging into the midst of an immense 
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ettpii^, iiid |ilMBgdHHn8«f iQfHiAtito betwiattlwm 
ind erery pombilhy of ranforcemciit or commmica- 
tion, were so coiificl«t in the talents of Aeb leader, 
as to feHow him mider the most undonbtiDg expec- 
tMion of victory • The Directory had induced Boo- 
naparte to expect a ce-operadon by a sisolar advaoce 
on the part of the armies of the Rhiiie, as had been 
attempted in die former campaign* 

Ba<niatMHrte took the field in the beginning of 
Mirdb, advab^g from Bassano* The Austrians 
iMd an ariAy of observntion under Lusignan on the 
banks of the Piave, but their prindpal force was sta- 
tiMied iipon the Tagliamento, a rirer whose course 
is nearly dnrty miles more to the eastward, though 
. collateral wiA the Piave. The plains on the Ta^ia- 
mento aflbrded facilities to the Archduke to em- 
pioy the ndl>le cavalry who have always been the 
boast of the Austrian army ; and to dislodge him 
fimn Ae strong and mountainous country which he 
wsnipied, and which covered the road that penetrates 
between the mountains and the Adriatic, and forms 
Ifce mode of communication in diat quarter betwixt 
Vienna and Italy, through Carinthia, it was not only 
necessary that he should be pressed in front, a ser- 
vice which Buonaparte took upon himself, but also 
that a French division, occupying the mountains on 
the Princess right, slMuld precipitate his retr^t, by 
aMrintaiiiiog the perpetual threat of taming him on 
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iba| wing. Wkh this vitw^ Maaseoft hfti BiKmi^ 
parte's orders, which he executed wuh equal skill aM , 
gaUantry. He orossed* the Piave about the ebveath 
March, and ascending th^t river, directed his oourae 
unto the mountains towards Belluno, driving before 
him Lurignaa'^s little corps of observation, and finaUy: 
compelling hisrear-'^uard, to the number of five buA^i 
dred men, to surraider. 

The Archduke Charles, inthemeantime^continued 
to maintun his position on the TagUamento, and the 
Frendi approached the right bank, with Napole<m at 
their head, determined af^parendy to force a pas- 
sage. Artillery and sharpshooters were disposed in 
such a manner as to rend^ this a v^ hazardous 
attempt, while two beautiful lines of cavalry were 
drawn up, prepared to charge any troops who might 
make their way to the left bank, while they wer^ y^t 
in the confusion of landing. 

A very simple stratagem disconcerted thi$ fiiir dis^ 
l^y of resistance. After a distant cannonade, and 
some skirmishing, the French army drew off, as if de* 
spairing to force their passage, moved to the reetr, and 
took up apparently their bivouac for the night Th^ 
Archduke wasdeceived. He imagined that the French^ 
who had marched all the preceding night, were fa- 
t^ued^and h^also withdrewfiom th^ bank of the river 
U> his camp. But two hours afterward^, when all seemr 
ed profoundly quiet, the French army audd^y got 
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under irm«, and, forming in two lines, marched rapd^ 
ly to the side.of the river, ere the astonished Anstrians 
were aUe to make the same dispontions as former- 
ly {or defence. Arrived on the margin, the first 
line instantly broke up into columns, which, throw- 
ing diemsdives boldly into the stream, protected 
on the flanks by the cavalry, passed through and 
attained the opposite bank« They were repeat^ 
edly charged by the Austrian cavabry, but it was 
too late— they had gotten thdr footing, and kept it. 
The Archduke attempted to turn their flank, but 
was prevented by the second line of the French, and 
by their reserve of cavalry. He was compelled to 
retreat, leaving prisoners and cannon in the hands 
of the enemy. Such was the first disastrous meet^ 
ing between the Archduke Charles and his future 
relative. 

The Austrian Prince had the fiurther misfortune to 
learn, that Massena had, at the first sound of the can- 
nonade, pushed across the Tagliamento, higher up 
thanhislineof defence, and destroying what troops he 
found before him, had occupied the passes of the Ju« 
lian Alps at the jsources of that river, and thus in- 
terposed himself between the Imperial right wing 
and the nearest communication with Vienna. Sen- 
sible of the importance of this obstacle, the Arch- 
duke hastened, if possible, to remove it. He brought 
up a fine column of grenadiers firom the RMnej 
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which had just arrived at Klag^fiirt, in his rear, 
and joining them to other troops, attacked Massena 
with the utmost fury, venturing his own person like 
a private soldier, and once or twice narrowly escaping 
being made prisoner. It was in vain— all in vain.^ 
He charged successively and repeatedly, even with 
the reserve of the grenadiers, but no exertion could 
change the fortune of the day. 

Still the Archduke hoped to derive assistance 
from the natural or artificial defences of the strong 
country through which he was thus retreating, and 
in doing so was involuntarily introducing Buon». 
p«rte, after he should have surmounted the border 
frontier, into the most fertile provinces of his bro- 
ther's empire. The Lisonzo, usually a deep and fu* 
rious torrent, closed in by a chain of impassable 
mountains, seemed to oppose an insurmountable bar<^ 
rier to his daring pursuers. But nature, as well as 
events, fought against the Austrians. The stream, 
reduced by frost, was fordable in several places. The 
river thus passed, the town of Gradisca, whi^h had 
been covered with field-works to protect the line of 
the Lisonzo, was surprised and carried by storm, and 
its garrison of two thousand five hundred men made 
prisoners, by the divisions of Bemadotte and Serru- 
Tier. 

Pushed in every direction, the Austrians sustained 
every day additional and more severe losses. The 
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stnmg fbrt of Chinas Veneta was ooeu^ed by M«88e- 
na, who continaed his active and mdrfatigable opera- 
tions on theright of the retreating army. This success 
caused the enyelopement, and dispersion or surrender, 
of a whole division of Austrians, five thousand of 
whom remained prisoners, while their baggage, can- 
Bon, colours, and all tiiat constituted them an army, 
fell into the hands of the French. Four generals 
were made prisoners on tiiis occasbn ; and many of 
the mountaineers of Camiola*and Croatia, who had 
joined the Austrian army from their natural love of 
war, seeing tiiat success ^ipeared to have abandcmed 
thfe Imperial cause, became despondent, broke up 
that corps, and retired as stra^lers to their villages. 
Buonaparte availed himself of their loss of courage, 
and had recourse to proclamations, a species of arms 
which he valued himself as much upon using to ad- 
vantage, as he did upon his military fame. He as- 
sured tiiem that the French did not come into th^ 
coimtry to innovate on their rights, religious cus- 
toms, and manners. He exhorted than not to med- 
dle in a war with which they had no concern, but 
encouraged them to affi)rd assistance and furnish sup- 
plies to the French army, in payment of which he pro^ 
posed to assign the public taxes which they had been 
in the habit of paying to the Emperor. His proposal 
leeins to have reconciled the Carinthians to the pre- 
sence of the French, or, more properly speaking, they 
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submitted to the military exactions which they had 
no means of resisting. In the meanwhile, the French 
iock possession of Triest and Fiume, the only sea^ 
ports belonging to Austria, where they sdued much 
English merchandize, which was always a welcome 
prize, and of the quicksilver mines of Idria, whero 
they found a valuaUe deposit of that mineral. 

Napoleon repaired the fortifications of Elagenfurt, 
and converted it into a respectable place of arms, 
where he established his head-quarters. In a space 
of scarce twenty days, he had defeated the Aus« 
trians in ten combats, in the course of which Prince 
Charles had lost at least one-fourth of his army. 
The French had surmounted the southern chain of 
the Julian Alps ; the northern line could, it was sup* 
posed, offer no obstacle sufficient to stop their irre- 
sistible general ; and the Archduke, the pride and 
hope of the Austrian armies, had retired behind the 
river Meuhr, and seined to be totally without th(& 
means of covering Vienna. 

There were, however, circumstances less favour* 
able to the French, which require to be stated. When 
the campaign commenced, the French general Jou- 
bert was posted with his division in the gorge df the 
Tyrol above Trent, upon the same river Levisa, the 
line of which had been lost and won during the 
pireceding winter. He was opposed by the Aus- 
trian generals Eerpen and Laudon, who, besides 
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Mme regular regiments^ had collected around them 
a number of the Tyrolese militia, who among their 
own mountains were at least equally formidable. 
They remained watching each other during the ear- 
lier part of the campaign ; but the giuning of the 
battle of the Tagliamento was the signal for Joubert 
to commence the offenstve. His directions ware to 
push his way through the Tyrol to Brixen, at which 
jdace Napoleon expected he might hear news of the 
adrance of the French armies from the Rhine, to 
co-operate in the march upon Vienna. But the Di- 
rectory, fearing perhaps to trust nearly the whole 
force of the Republic in the hands of a general so 
successful and so ambitious as Napoleon, had not 
fulfilled their promises in this respect, ^be army 
of Moreau had not as yet crossed the Rhine* 

Joubert, thus disappointed of his promised object, 
began to find himself in an embarrassing situaticm. 
The whole country was in insurrection around him, 
and a retreat in the line by which he had advanced, 
might have exposed him to great loss, if not to de- 
struction.' He determined, therefore, to elude the 
enemy, and, by descending the river Drave, to 
achieve a junction with his commander-in-chief Na- 
poleon. He accomplished his difiicult march by 
Inreaiung down the bridges behind him, and thus ar- 
resting the progress of the enemy ; but it was with 
difficulty^ and not without loss, that he ^ected his 
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pcoposed union, and his retreat from the Tyrol gave 
infinite apirits not onlj to the martial Tyrdeae, but 
to all th$ faTOorers of Austria in the north of Italy. 
The Austrian general Laudon sallied from the Tyrol 
at the head of a considerable f(»oe, and compelled 
the slender body of French under Balland, to shut 
themselyes up in garrisons ; and their opponents were 
for. the moment again lords oi a part of Lombardy. 
They also re>occupied Trieste and Fiume, which 
Buonaparte had not been aUe sufficiently to garri* 
son ; so that the rear of the French army seemed to 
be endangered* 

The Venetians, at this crisis^ fatalfy for their an* 
dent republic, if indeed its doom had not, as is most 
likely, been long before sealed, received with eager 
ears the accounts, exaggerated as they were by ru- 
mour, that the French were driven from the Tjrrol, 
and the Austrians about to descend the Adige, and 
resume their ancient empire in Italy. The senate 
were aware that neither thdr government nor tbdr 
persons were acceptable to the French general, and 
that they had offended him irreconcilably by declining 
the intimate aUiance and contribution of troops which 
he had demanded. He had parted from them with 
such menaces as were not easily to be misunderstood. 
They believed, if his vengeance might not be in- 
stant, it was only the more sure ; and conceiving him 
now deeply engaged in Germany, and surrounded by 
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dwAiutrian kivMen mMefrQM tfaevmUke^ 
tries of Himgiry nd CroirtU, they inured that 
throwing thrir own weight into the soile at so op- 
portone a moment, must wrigh it down finrerer. To 
chastise Aeir insurgent subjects of Bcqsamo and 
Biesda, was an additional temptation. 

Thdr mode of making war saroored of the aneient 
▼in^KcdTe temper ascribed to their ooontryraen. An 
insorrection was seoedy organised thnii]^ aU the 
territories which Venice still possessed on the : 
land, and brd^e out, like the celdbrated Ssdliaa*^ 
pers, in blood and massacre. In Verona diey ; 
sinated more than a hundred Frenchmm, many of 
them sick soldiers in Ae hospitals,-»an abominaUe 
cruelty, which could not fail to bring a curse on their 
undertaking. Fiorarante, a Venetian general, march- 
ed at the head of a body of Sdaronians to besM^ 
the forts of Verona, into which the remaining Fr^ich 
had made theb retreat, and whore they defended 
themsdres. Laudon made his appearance with Us 
Austrians and Tyrolese, and it seined as if the for- 
tunes of Buonaparte had at length fimnd a check. 

But the awakening from this pleasing dream was 
equally sudden and dreadful. News arriyed that 
preliminariesof peace had been agreed upouy and an 
armistice signed between France and Austria. Lau- 
don, therefore, and the auxiliaries on whom the Ve- 
netians had so much relied, retired firom Verona. 
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The Lombttfds sent an anny to the asaistattc^ of the 
French. The SdbiTonians, under Fiorayante^ after 
%hting Tigorottdy, were compelled to snvrelider. 
The insorgent towns of Vicensa, Treviso, and Fadua, 
were again occupied by the Bepubtieans. Riunonr 
pvodaimed the terrible return of Napoleoo and his 
army, and the ill-advised soiate of V enioe were lost 
in stupor, and scarce had uenae left to decide betwhit 
unreserved submission and hopeless defence. 

It was one of Ae most artfol rules in Buowiparte^s 
pelicy> that when he had his oiemy at decided ad- 
vantage, by some point having been attained which 
seemed to give a complete turn to the campaign in 
his favour, he seldom fidled to efbr peace, and peace 
upon conditions much more fiivouraUe dian perfai^ 
the opposite party expected. By doing this, he se- 
cured such immediate and undisputed fruits of his 
victory, as the treaty of peace contained ; and he was 
sure of means to prosecute fiurther adv^tages at 
some future opp(»tunity. He obtained, moreover^ 
the chacaeter of generosity ; and, in die presait in- 
stance, he avmded the great danger of urging to bay 
so formidable a power as Austria, whose despair 
might be capable of the most formidable ^orts. 

With this pinrpose, and assinning for the first titne 

thftt cBsregard for the usual ceoemonial of courts^ and 

etiqueite of politics^ which he afterwards seemed. ip 

u 
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have pleisure in durphying, he wrote a letter in per- 
Mm to the Archduke Chsrlet on ^subject of peace. 
This conpoflition aftcts that abrapt laconic tere- 
rity of style, which cuts short argonent, by laying 
down general maums of philosophy of a trite dia- 
raeter, and breaks through the usual laboured peri- 
pitfastic intioductions with which <»dinary politi- 
cians piefiioe their proposids, when denroos of enter- 
ing upon a treaty. ^^ It is the part of a brave sol- 
dier,^ he said, ^^ to make war, but to wish for peace. 
The present strife has lasted six years. Hare we 
not yet slain enough of men, and sufficiency out- 
raged humanity ? Peace is demanded <m all sides. 
Europe at large has laid down the arms assumed 
against the French Republic. Your nation remains 
alone in hostility, and yet Mood flows faster than ever. 
This sixth campaign has commenced under ominous 
circumstances — End how it will, some thousands of 
men more will be slain on either side i and at length, 
after aU, we must come to an, agreement, for every- 
thing must have an end at last,' even the angry pas- 
sions of men. The Executive Directory made blown 
to the Emperor their desire to put a period to the war 
whid desolates both countries, but the intervention 
of the Court of London opposed it. Is there then 
no means of coming to an understanding, and must 
we ccmtinue to cut each other^s throats for the inte- 
resU or passions of a nation, herself a stranger to the 
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miseries of war-? You, the Gmieral-in^chief, who ap- 
fNToach by birth so near to the crown, and are above 
all those petty passions which agitate ministers, and 
the members of government, will you resolve to be 
the bene£Mstor of mankind, and the true saviour of 
Germany ? Do not suppose that I mean by that ex- 
pression to intimate, that it is impossiUe for you to 
defend yourself by force of arms ; but under the sup- 
position,, that fortune were to become fiivourable to 
you, Germany would be equally exposed to ravage. 
With respect to my own feelings. General, if this 
proposition should be the m^ms of saving one single 
man's life, I should prefer a dvic crown so merited, 
to the melancholy glory attending military success*"^ 
The whole tcme of the letter is ingeniously calcu- 
lated to give the proposition the character of mode- 
ration, and at the same time to avoid the appearance 
of too ready an advance towards his object. The 
Archduke, after a space of two days, returned this 
Inief answer, in which he stripped Buonaparte's pro- 
posal of its gilding, and treated it upon the foot- 
ing of an ordinary proposal for a treaty of peace, 
made by a party, who finds it convenient for his in- 
terest : — *'' Unquestionably, sir, in making war, and 
in following the road prescribed by honour and duty, 
I desire as much as you the attainment of peace for 
the happiness of the people, and of humanity. Con- 
sidmng, however, that in the situation which I hdd, 
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it ifl no part of my butiiiefls to inquire into and de- 
termine th^ quarrel of the belligerent pdwers ; and 
that I am not furnished on the part of the Emperor 
with any plenipotentiary powers for treatii^, you will 
excuse me. General, if I do not enter into negoda- 
doQ with you 'touching a matter of the highest im- 
portanoe, but whidi does not lie within my depart- 
ment. Whatever shall happen, either respecting the 
future chances of the war, or the prospect of peace, 
I request you to be equally oonyiiiGed of my distin- 
guished esteem."^ 

The Ardiduke would willingly have made scnne 
advantage of this proposal, by dl>taining an armis- 
tice of five hours, su£Scient to enable him to form a 
junction with the corps of Kerpen, wUch, having 
left the Tyrol to come to the assistance of the com- 
mander-in-chiei^ was now within a short distance. 
But Buonaparte took care not to permit himself to 
be hampered by any such ill-timed engagement, and 
after some sharp fighting, in which the French as 
usual were successful, he was able to interpose sudi 
a force as to prevent the junction taking place. 

Two encounters followed at Neumark and at Uns- 
mark — ^both gave rise to fresh disasters, and the con- 
tinued retreat of the Archduke Charles and the Im- 
perial army. The Frendi general then pressed fois 
ward on the road to Vienna, dirough mountaifi- 
passes and defiles, which could not have been opened 
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Otherwise than bjr turning ifaem on the flank. But 
these natural £ei8tnesses were no'longer defences. Ju- 
denbuig^ the capital of Upper Styria, was dbandoit- 
ed to ibeFrendi withofut a blow, and shortly after 
Buonaparte entered Gratz, the {Mrindipal town of 
Lower Styria, -mth the saine facility. v 

The Ardiduke now totally changed bis pkm of 
warfare. He no longer disputed the ground foot by 
toot, but began to retreat by hasty marches towards 
Vienna^ determined to collect the last and utmost 
strength which the extensive states* of the Empercnr 
could supply, smd fight for the existence, it might 
be, of his brodier^s throne, under the walls of his 
capital. However perilous this resoluticm mij^ht 
appear, it was worthy of the high-spirited prince t^ 
whom it was adopted ; and there were reasons, per- 
haps, besides those ari»i^ from soktierly pride and 
princely dignity, which seemed to recommend it. 

The army with whidi tfie enterprising Ffendi 
general was now about to debouche from die moun- 
tains, and enter the very centre of Germany, had 
suffered considerably since the commencement of tlie 
campaign, not only by the sw<»d, but by severity 
of weather, and the excessive fatigue which they en- 
dured in executing the rapid marches, by whidi'()ieir 
leader succeeded in securing victory ; and the French 
armies on the Rhine had not, as the plan of tfaie caiii^ 

vol.. Ml. U 
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poign dictated, made a&j maremeiA in advanee coiv 
responding witb tbe march of Buonaparte. 

Nor, in the country which they were about to enter 
with diniinidied forces, could Bucmaparte trust to the 
influence of the same moral feeling in the people in- 
▼aded, which had pavedi the way to so many victories 
on the Rhine. The ddzens of Austria, though living 
under a despotic goyemment, are little sensible of its 
severities, aiid are nncerely attached to the Empeixir, 
whose pierspdal haUts incUne him to live with his 
people without much form, and mix in public amuse- 
ments, or appear in the public walks, like a father in 
the midst of his family. The nobility were as ready as 
in former times to bring out their vassals, and a gene- 
ral knowledge of discipline is familiar to the German 
peasant as a part of his education. Hungary pos- 
tessed still the high-spirited race of barons and cava- 
liers, who, in th^ great convocation in 1740, rose at 
once, and drawing their sabres, joined in the celebra- 
ted exclamation, *' 'Moricmwrpro rege nostro, Maria 
Teresa P The Tyred was in poissession 6f its own 
warlike iid^ibitants, aU in arms, and so far success- 
ful, as to have driven Joubert out of their moun. 
tains. Trieste and Fiume were retaken in the rear of 
the Friench army. Buonaparte had no line of commu- 
mcation wh^i separated fixmi Italy, and no means of 
obtaining supplies, but from a country which would 
probably be soon in insurrection in his rear, as well as 
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on his flails. A battk h^$ when the^ nr^ ndthet 
support, teB&rve^ nor place of tans^nearel'than Ela. 
genfurt, would hare been annifajlaticm. lb add to 
these eotisidaratkms^ it wto noi^ known Aat the Vi^ 
nedan Republic had assumed a formidable and hosi. 
tile aspect in Italy ; by whieh, joined to a natural er- 
plosion of feding, vdt^ous and national, the French 
cause was considerably endangered in that country. 
There were so manyfavour^^of the old systend, toge- 
ther with the general influence of the Catholic dergy, 
that it seemed not unlikdy this insurrection might 
spftad fast and far. Italy, in that case, would hare 
been no e£fectuid place of refuge to Buoiiaparte ai 
his army. The Archduke enumerated all these ad. 
irantages to the cabinet ct Viaina, and exhorted 
them to stand the last east of the bfeody die. 

But the terror^ gHef, and oonfiisnon, natural iti a 
great metropolis, whose peace Soif the first thne for so 
maoy years was alarmed with tbeapproach of the un^' 
cQijiquered and apparently fated gen^rtiy who, haring 
deCsoted and de^royed fli^e of thdir dioic^t armies, 
iras now diiTuig under its wi^s the remnants of th^ 
hut, though commanded bf that prince whom they 
regitrded as the hope afld flower of Austrian warfare, 
qpfosed fhis daring resolution. The alarm was gene- 
ral, beginning with theoourt itself ; and themost valu- 
able property and treasure were packed up to be car- 
ried into Hungary, where the Royal Family deter- 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



9M LIFBOT 

mined to take refi^ge. It is worthy of mention, lIiAt 
amoQg the fugitives of the imperial Houae waa^the 
Aiachdudiess Maria iLouiaa, then beitwem five and 
m yeara c^d, whom our imagiiiaUoD may concejiye 
agitated by evecy gpedes. of childish tenor derived 
firom^the approach of the victoriausg^necaJiy on whom 
she was, at a future and similar crisis^ destined tp 
bestow her hand. 

Tha cnea of the wealthy burghers. were of course 
tot peace. The ^lemy wa« within fourteea or fif^ 
teen days^ march of th^ walls ; nor had the dty (per- 
haps fbrtunately)^any fortificaUons, wluch in the mo- 
dem state of war could havic made it drfensiUe even 
focaday. They were, moreover, seconded by a parly 
in the cabinet ; and, in short, whether it chanced for 
good or for evil, the selfish principle.of those who had 
much to lose, andirere timid in proportion, f^redo- 
minated against that, whidi desired at all risks the 
continuance of a determined and obstinate defence. 
It required many lessons to ponvinoe both soverdgn 
and popple, that itis better to put all on the hazard 
•^better even to lose aU, than to.aanctkm the beii^ 
{^Uag^ at different times, and by degrees, undo- 
pretence oC firiendshipimdiamily. A bow which is 
forcibly .stra^ied back will r^^n its natural position ; 
but if *supple enough to yield of itself tp the counter 
di^rection, it will never recover its elasticity. 

The affair^, however^ of the Austrians were in such 
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a coikliuoil, that it coukl hardly be said whether the 

party ^ho<}eelared for peace, to obtain sotae respite 

from the dkitressei^ of the country, or those who y/hAt^ 

ed to ContbEiue war urith tl|e dianc^s of success 

irhkh we have indicated, advised die kast^embarrassu 

in^ course. Thfe Court -of Vienna finally adopts 

thefdtematrveof trea^^ and that of Lebben'Was sdt 

on foot ' 

' Qeni^rals BeQegarde and M^cM, <m the part of 

"the Einp^r(»*, presented themselves at the head^quar- 

ters of Buonaparte, 13th April, 179T, andtmnounced 

this d^me of their soverogn for p^ace. "Bubilaparte 

granted a suspension ^ aiMs, to'Midure forfiv^ 

•di^s only'; whidi was afterwiards^ extended, whto dit 

probabifity of the definitive treaty of peace was-evi* 

It is aliurmed, that in the whde discussions r^qpect^ 
^ng this most important amnstice, Napoleon— 4» a 
•Gbnqueror, whose victories had tTeen in a certidn de^ 
gneeliisown, whose army had beefnsupportedandpaid 
from the resources of thecduntry w1iidiliec<»iquered , 
who had receiyed reinforcements from France only 
late and rductantly, and who had recruited fais army 
by new levies among the repuUicannsed ItaKans-^ 
maintained an appearance of independence of the go^ 
vemment of France. He had, eVen at this period, 
assumed a freedom of thought and action, ^he tenth 
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part of tke suqpidon attiidied to which would have 
OQSt the moit popular gwerri his head m the tunes 
ofOaoUmandnobafinerEe. But, thou|^ acquired 
alpwl]^ Md m oowt^rac^ to the one^ Qverpower. 
lag, andatiUi^warful, dispiocniticuiflu^ioe, theau* 
tbority of Buooapaft^ w^ great ; and indoed, the 
ppwer which a aonc^riiig genmd attain^ by means 
6( his sucoeiaesy in the bosom of his soldiore^ be^ 
oiai)^ spon forflaidaUe to any qpecies €^ 
where the soldier is not iatiouttely interested in the 
liberties of the sulgect 

Yet it must not be suppcned that Nepolecu e^- 
hibitpd puWicIy any of th«t iffmt of inde p e nd e n c e 
which the ]>i|*eptoty appear to have dreaded* and 
which» apoordhig to tba 4^pinion which he himself 
intimates, seems to have delayed the promised o(v 
iq^eisadoo, which was to bf a4Wded by tiie eastem 
armie> on the banks of the Ubine. £!ar from ten- 
tifying such « feeling, lus a«iertioii of the rights of 
the Rqmblic was decidedly striking, of which the 
following is a remarkable instioice* The Austrian 
commissioner, in hopes to gain some credit f^T the 
admjw^pa, bf|d f(ated in the preUmiaary artideaof 
the convenricm, as a coq^ssion of consequence, that 
Us Is^perial Mi^wty aoknowMged the French go- 
Temment in its prei^eaKt ftate. «< Strike out that 
condition,^ said Buonaparte sternly ; ^^ the French 
Republic is like the sun in heaven. The misfiar^ 
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tone lies with those who mre so bfind as to be ig^. 
nonmt of the existence of dther.^ It was galknt^ 
ly spoken; hot how strtnge to reflect, that dig 
same mSiTidaal, in three or four years afterwards^ 
was aUe to place an ezdi^uisher on one of those 
suns,; witibout even an edqpse being the cqnsoi* 
quenoe.* 

It is remarkable also^ that while asserting to t^ 
rrigners this supreme dignity of the French Repub- 
lie, Buonaparte shpuld haye dq»rted so fat from the 
respect he owed its rulers. The preUndnaries of 
poioe were proposed for signature on the 18di 
April. But G^eral Clarke, to whom the Dfareetory 
had committed full pow^s to act in the matter, was 
still at Turin. He was understood to be the full 
confidant of his masters, and to have instructions to 
watdi the motions of Buonaparte, nay, to place him 
under arrest, should he see cause to doubt hisfiealty 
to the French government Niqpoleon, nevertheless^ 
did not hesitate to tender his individual ngnature ancl 
warrantry, and these were readily admitted by the 
Austrian {denipotentiaries ;— an ominous sign of the 
dedennon <^ the powers of the Directory^ consider^ 



* Baoiiaparte first mentioDS this circumstance as having taken 
place at Leoben, afterwards at the definittve treaty of Campo Formic. 
Tbe iitet it the tine, whaew th* iroid« w«re tpokiii. 
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iDg that tL.wiiiUatj gettend^ niMiout the supfHvl 
even €£ tke oHPiniiaiwiera from .the gcnrenmei^ oc 
ppooonflolv ^ ^^^ ^^^ calltdy Wfls lagBrdad «fl.su& 
fittcnt t» latiff a tieaty.of «ichi€nmgq««Me» No 
doidbt atem tohare boen entonUned tfaatbe hadi 
tbepowtr to perform whait he hadguacaaisedt and 
the part which he acted was the more remarkdUe, 
coosidermg the high^eooHnisekm of Gcaorai Clarke. 
. The artidea. ia 1^ tneaty of Leobea ramaiiied 
kmgaeeret4 thei»uaerf'wbich appears to haTefaeen, 
that the hi^ eoBtractiiig parties wcae. not mHiimg 
oompaxisons shottkl be made bMweenthepiieliBMMu 
rice as they were originally settled, and tibe. strange 
i^d vkdent akeroatkm^whieh oocurred in theddbu* 
tUe treaty of Campo Foanao. These two tseaties 
of paciiieatifln difired, die one from the other^ ia^roi* 
lation to the degree and manner 1h>w a meditated par* 
Utum of .the.tcmtory of Vmiee, of the fSsalpine^^. 
pttUic, sad other 4smalIer.powerSy was to be. accom- 
plished, for the mutaal benefit of Franeaand Austria. 
It is mekmcholy to obseme, but it is nevertheless an 
importanttruth, that there is no nuMtientdftBriBgwlncb 
independent states of the. second class have more o& 
canion to be alarmed for their security, than when 
more powerful nations in their vicinity are about to 
conclude peace. It is so easy to accommodate these 
differences of the strong at the expense of such weak- 
er states, as, if they arc injured, ^lave ndtfaer the 
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pow^ of making their complaiHto hetf4, nor of cb^ 
fending themselves by fbrce, that, in the iron age* in 
which it has been our fate to lire, the ^jtistiee of 
such an arrangement has nerer been coniENlered' aa 
dffiering an J count^rpcttse to its grcAt oMtdMenee, 
whaterer the lair of nations might teach to the eon^ 
tpary. 

It h unnecessary to enter upon the sulge^ of the 
preliminaries of Leoben, until we notice the Ueaty of 
Campo Formio,{am}er which they were finally modH 
fied, and by which they were adjusted aifd conia!^c«k 
It may be, however, the moment to state, that BUo*.' 
naparte was connderably blamed, by the DireeCdry 
and olSiers, tot stopfmig diort in the career of cmi- 
quest, and allowing the House of Austrifttermawhioh 
left her still formidable to France, when, said tb« 
censors, it would have cost him but ano&er victory 
to blot the most constant and powerfhl enemy <^ the 
French Republic out of the map c^ Ettrope ; <»r, at 
least, to confine her to her hereditary states in Gksfo- 
many. To such criticism he replied, in- a dispateh^ 
to the Directory from Leoben, durii^ the progi^^ 
df the treaty : << If, at the commencement et tif^m 
Italian campaigns, I had made a point of'gddtig 
to Turin, I should never have passed thte Fl^— 
had I insisted prematurely on advancing to Rome, 
I could never have secured Milan*'— and now, had I 
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mide an inifitpeiisaUe ol^ect of leadung Viemia, 
I laiglkt bim daikrojed the B^pufalic'* 

S«di WM bis abltf and judiciouB definiee of a ooD. 
dvct, 1Rldol^ by atoppi^ alu>n of tome ulunmle ai^ 
wtmM pdnt apparesd J wkbin lib gra^ extract 
crery ad^aolige froni fear, wbieh despabr p^baps 
n^^bt not bave yiddad bim, if tbe enemy bad been 
drivan to estremi^f And it ia remarkably that Ae 
cataaCiophe of Napdoon himsdf was a coroUary ct 
tbe doetrioe which be now laid down ; for, bad be 
not iMNled upon peneUating to Moeoow, there is no 
jnd^iV l^'^ much longer be mig^ bare held tbe 
enyivo of Franca. 

Tba contents of the treaty <tf Leoben, so far as they 
wete announced tothe representatiTesof the Frmeh 
aation by the IXrectory, onfy made known, as part 
of the preliminaries, that tbe cession aC tbe Bdgic 
provinoes, and <^ such a boundary as France might 
ohoose to demand iqxm tbe Rhine, had been admiu 
ted Iqr Austria ; and that she had consented to recog* 
nise a lingle BtpuUie in Italy, to be composed out 
of those which had been proTioonally etfablished. 
Bntsbmrtly afterwards it tnmspired, that Mantua^ the 
sidbject of so mudi and such bloody ocmtest, and the 
very dtadel of Italy, as bad appeared from the events 
of these sanguinary campaigns, was to be resigned to 
Ansbi% from whose tenacious grasp it bad be^ 
wrenched with so much diflSculty. This measure 
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vas unpopular; and it will be foui^d that Buofui- 
parte had the ingenuity, in the d^mtive txe^ cf 
peaces to aubatitute an indemnificatipn^ which he 
ought not to have f^ven, and which was ce^aiidj 
the last which the Au^trian$ should hgye aqcq^. 
It was now the time for Venice to tremUe. She 
had declared ugai^st the Fr^ench in th^ absence; 
her vindictive population hud murdt^ ny^ij o$ 
them; the resentmem of the Fr^ich aoldievs wm 
excited to the utmost^ and the Vim^iana had up 
i^ht to reckon upon the fiurbearance of thdr geno* 
rsi The treaty of Li&cbm left the senate of tha( 
andent state absolutely without si;qf^pQrt; nay^^aa 
they afterwards learned, Au8tri% after (Reading tl|W 
cause for a certam time, had ended by stipulating 
for a share of their spcdls, which had been assigned 
to her by a secret Artide of the treaty* The doqaa 
of the oligarchy was pronounced ere Buonaparte hafl 
yet' traversed the Noiic and Julian Alps, fer the. 
purpose of enfordng it By a letter to the Doge^ 
dated from the capital of Upper 3tyria» Napdeoir^ 
Utterly upbraiding the senate for re^piiting his ge^ 
neiosity with treachery and iagratitude^ dftmanded 
that they should rejtum by his aide^e^^mp who bene 
the lett^, their instant chmce betwixt war and peace, 
and allowing them only four^^md^rtwenty hmurs to 
disperse their in»irgent peasantry, and submit tp {pa 
dem^y. 
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JoiKi^ iiittodiiced ifito the aeiute, made the threats 
ef his master ring hi the astounded ears of the mem- 
bers, and by the Uunt and rough maimer of a sdt- 
fier, who had risen from die fanks, added to die 
disnu^ of the trembHng noble& The soiale re- 
turned a humUe apfAogy to Buonaparte^ and dis- 
patched agents to deprecate his wrath. These en- 
voys m^re doomed to experience one of those scenes 
df vidence whidi were in tome dq;ree natural to 
this e x tr a or di nary man, but to which in certain cases^ 
he seems to have derignedly given way, in order to 
strSte consternation into Aose Whom he addressed. 
^ Are theprisonersitt liberty?^ he said, fdth a steni 
vmce, and widiout replying to the humble greetings 
of the terrified envoys. They answered with hesi- 
tation, that they had liberated the French, the Po- 
lisfa, and the Bresdans, who had been made captive 
in the insurrectionary war. ^^ I will have* them all 
-— allf* exdaimed Buonaparte— ^^^ all who are in 
prison on account of tbeir political sentiments.* I 
wiH go myself to destroy your dungeons on the 
Bridge oF Tears->-opinions shall be free^^I will' 
have no Inquisition. If all the prisoners are not set 
at instant liberty, the English envoy dismissed, the 
people disarmed, I declare instant war. I might 
hafve gone to Vienna if I had listed — I have conclu- 
ded a peace with the Emperor — I hare eighty thou- 
sand men, twenty gun-boats--I will hear of mr fili' 
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quiiitioil, and no Senate, eilhar*--!. will. dictate the 
liMT t(»^ yon^^I mil [prOTfs aa Attila to Vieaiiee. H 
yoil eiliuiot diMrm your pc^iiliitioiiy I wiUdo U ia 
your 8t9iicU-jroiir gov^nuoent is antiqiiAted— it must 
crupi]U0 to pie^ea.^ 

While Buonaparte, in these diqointed.yet aigniftb 
cailt threats, stood before the deputies like the Ar. 
gaotiQg of ItalyV hatMc poet, wd gave dnon (he 
dicipe of peace and war with the air of a aqperior 
Mng^ Q^fwUe at cmce to dictate their iat^ he- had 
not yet heard (^ Ae massacre ctf Verona^ordT the 
bfttlerieB of a Venetiim fort on the Lido hating fired 
upon a French, yessel, wUckhad run into tfae.povt 
to escape the pursuit, of two armed Austrian, diips. 
The vessel was alleged to have been, sunk^ and the 
mast^ and some of the <arew to have been killed. 
The news of these Icesh aggressions did not finl to 
aggravate his indignation to the hig^t pitch. The 
tecrified dq;>uties v^Eitured to toudb with delicacy mi 
the subject of pecuniary atmemeo^ Buonapartfii 
answer was worthy, of .a Roman. <^ If yov. could 
psY^ef m^'' he said, ^^ the tJi^asures of Peru--4f you 
CQuld strew the whole distiict witkgdd, it could.not 
alone lor the Frencih blood wbkh has. h^&n treache^ 
rously spilf" 

Accordingly, on the 3d of May^ Buonaparle de*. 
dared war against Venice,. and ordered the Fi^neh' 
minister to leave the city ; the French troops» and 
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thMe of dK Mw ItaliMi refmlilios, irer6 at the same 
time eoMUnaBded to adranoe^ and to destroy ia tbdr 
prog WM, whether they fooad it dkplayed, tiie wing- 
ed Lkm of Saiiit Mark, the anckat eaiUem of Ve- 
netian aoveragnty. The dedaradoa is dated at 
FafaaaNova. 

It had been afaready acted upoa by the Freaeh 
lAo were oB the VtoeliaH froatier, aadi by iLa Ho^e, 
aicBaurUble diameter, who was thea i^ the head of 
the anby of the Italiata republics of the aew nx^del^ 
aad the fiNroea of the towasof Brescia aad Bergamo^ 
irindi aspired to the saoMiadepMideiioe. Thieeom- 
laandfir was of 'Swiss extraction ; an exceUeat yotnig 
offcer, and at that time enamoured of liberty on the 
French vfiilmnf though he afterwasds saw so mudi 
lieason to ebaage hii opiaioas, that he lost Us Kfe^ 
as we may have occanon to meatioo, fighting under 
Ae Austrian banners. 

The terriied Senate of Veinee pmved unworthy 
deaosadants of the Zenos, Daadolos, and Morosims^ 
as the defenders of Christendom, and the proud op^ 
posers <tf Papal oppression. The best resource they 
oould imagine to thonselves, was to employ at Paris 
those golden means of intereeiBsion which l^oaaperfe 
had so sturdily rejected. Napoleon assures us, that 
thqr fbund fiivour by means of these weighty argu- 
ments. The Directory, mored, we are informed, by 
the modres of ten millions of French francs, trans* 
nutted from Venice in bills of exchange, sent to 
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tbe Geofflcdl of Italy ordorB to space the aadail «o- 
nate ai^ mAoencj. But the account of the trans* 
lustioii^ with tbe maimer m which the ramittanoetw^ 
distributed) £di into the hands of Napoleoi^ by dn- 
patcbes inteveepted at Milao. The members of the 
French goromment, whom these documents would 
have oonvioted of peculation and bribery ^wete com- 
pelled ta be uknt ; and Buonaparte^ arailing him- 
aelf of soBtie chic4^ieryas to certain legal'sokmnilies, 
took it on bun totally to diaregard the orders he had 
received. 

The Senate i^Ycaiicey miher sluinfied ibm sdmu. 
latod by the excess of their danger, werehoiding en 
the SOth April a aort of fmyy council m the iqpart. 
mentsof the Doge^« when a letter from diecommaiul- 
wit.of th^r flotilla u^omed them, that tbe French 
wese ereotiag fortificaliQn^ on the low g^Eounc^ 
guout to the ii^;oon0 ordiallowdiannek i^ndi diriik 
fi»m the mainland and frcon eadi otiber the Utile 
isles on which theamplnbious Mistress of the Adria- 
tic holds her foundarien; and piopoeii^^ in the blunt 
style <^ a gallant 8siler» to batter them to pieces 
abcHit thrir ears before the woi^ could be comi^ted* 
Indeedy nothmg would ham beoo more easy thui to 
defend the lagoona agamst an ^lemy, who, m^with* 
standing N^^oleolfs bravado, had not evra a angle 
boat. But the (nrc^posal, had it hem made to an 
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[tmd tecownn «f nmit, ooMU siaucte haye qn 
poind mate czlnordKttify ttuui k did to these de- 
gOKMte'iioUet. Yet dbesebaeof dmrneprevaikd; 
aad ihoMgh* mmbbiig £ar the eonseqiKnoes of die 
4)«dflr wbidt theyissued^ the Senate directed that die 
admkral dMnid jirooeed to action. Immediately after 
llK^oider ion mcwred, thm deiyberatiiHis weiieinter- 
•n^itedi*by theihunder of the cannon^ <m eidier ^de 
■ the Vmetian gfm4Miats pouriag their fere on the 
fma of the Feeodi ansy, which had begiin to arrive 
at Fiunna. 

To laterropt iheie omtnoiis sounds^ two plenipo- 
Mitiartes were diqoatdied to make inteiceiiBioii with 
die French geoend; and tofteventdeky, the Sdge 
hinmif imdevtook to lepovt therendt 

Vhe OfandCooneftwtti convoked cmihe Ist May, 
when the Doge, {Mde in countamace^ anddiseonoert* 
ed m dottenaur, pvc^ioeed) as the Mly meang of Mife- 
ty, the Acbttwion of some Aemocn^ ModijficattMis 
kMolhcir forms> aader the dkeetbn of G^ieral Buo- 
napiMB; or, in oti^r words^ to lay th^ m&tktttbns 
at the ftet of the eonqueror, to be ra^nodeUed at 
hb pleaittfe* (X six hundred rad mnefey patridan^, 
only twettty^^me difl«nted fpom a vote whidi inferred 
the iditfoliite surrender of dicir oonstkution. The 
condHtons to be agreed on were indeed deeUured 8ub« 
jeet to the reiMoii of the Council; but this, in the 
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etrcumstances, could only be considered aft a ctauae 
intended to sare appearances. The surrender must 
have been r^arded as unconditional and totaL 

Amidst the dgection and confusion whidi possess^ 
ed the goyemment, some able intriguer (tht secre- 
tary, it was sud, of the French ambassador at Ve^ 
nice, whose prindpal had been recalled,) oontnv^ to 
induce the Venetian goferament to commit an act of 
absolute suidde, so as to spare Buonaparte the txou* 
ble and small degree of scandal iHiich mi^t attadi 
to totally destroying the exist^ice of the lepuUie* 

On the 9th of May, as the eommittee of the Gteat 
Coundl were in close delibeialiaii with the Doge, two 
strangers intruded upon those coundls, which here* 
ti^re-HSUch was the jealous severity of the <Jigarchy 
—were like those of supematund beings; those who 
looked on them died. But now, afflifltinn» confusion, 
and £ear, had withdrawn the guards fioom these secret 
and mysterious chambers, and laidqien to theintru- 
mon of strangers those stem haunts of a snspicioiis 
oligarchy, where, in other days, an official or lictor 
of the government migkt have been punished mth 
death even for too loud a fiiiot^fidly fiur mqre for die 
fatal crime of having heard more than was designed 
to come to his knowledge. All this was now ended ; 
and without check or rebuke the two strangers were 
permitted to communicate with the senate by writhig. 

VOL. III. X 
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Tbor advice, irhkh had the terms of a eomnand^ 
was, to anticipate the intended refonns of the French 
— to diMolTe the present government— throw &p&\ 
their fHisons^-disband their Sclavoni^uat - soldiers — 
plant the tree of liberty on the Place o( Saint -Marc, 
and to take other popular measures of the same na* 
lure, the least of which^ prdposed but a few months 
'befit^e, would have been a ^nal of death to the in^ 
dividual who had dared to hint at it 
J An English satirist has told us a story of a man 
persuaded by an eloquent friend to hang himself, in 
ostler to preserve his life-f The st^ of the fall of 
Ymice vindicates the boldness of the satire. Itdoes 
not appear that Buonaparte could have gone farther, 
nay, it seems unlikely he would have gone so far, as 
was now recommended. 

, As the fiiendly advisers had fainted that the ut- 
most speed was necessary, the committee scarce in- 
terposed an interval of three days, between receiving 
4be advice and recommending it to the Great Coun- 
cil ; and began in the meanwhile to anticipate the 
^destruction oi th^r government, and surrender of 
dieir caty, by dismantling their jfket and disbanding 
th^ soldiers. 

At length the Great Council assembled on the 



* Dr Arbuthnot, in the HiMtoty oi Jokm BuIL 
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fldft May. The Doge had eottimeticed a patbetad 
cKseourse on tbe extremitiea'to which tfhe country 
was reduced, when an irrtgultf discharge of fiie-arma 
took place imder the very windows of the Council- 
house. All started up in confoMon, Some supposed 
the Sclavoiuans were plundering the dtusens ; aome 
that the lower orders had risen qil the nobility ; others; 
that the French had entered Venice,^ and were pro- 
cee^ng to sack and pillage it. The terrified and 
timid councillors did not wait io inquire what was 
the veal cause of the disturbance, but hurtled for^ 
iward, like ^heep, an tbe path which had been indi« 
catedtothem. They hastened to despoil thdraiBcieiit 
government of all authority, to isign in a manoet its 
sentence of civil deiath-^-added everything which 
couki render the sacrifice more agreeable to Buokuu 
parte— *and separated in confusion, but u^der the im^ 
f>resBion thatlihey had taken the best measure in then* 
fK>wer for cpielling the tuitiuk, by meeting the irahes 
H>f the predominant party. But tins was hj n6 means 
Ihe case. On the contrary, they had the misfortuiie 
ito find that the insurrection, of which the firing wa9 
the Mgnal, was directed not against the aristocrats, but 
against those who proposed the surrender of tbe na;- 
Jtional independence. Armed bands shouted, '^ Lo^ 
tive Saint Marc, and perish foreign domination! IT 
Others indeed there were, who displayed in oippd^ 
tion three»coloured banners, with the war-cry of " Li-* 
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diov nued OMiiq; time hotlib graopB, and i^^ 

Awd dM hombk oonfailoB, «id vli^ 
iSm woe firing on «aoh otliar, a pvomoiial gorern^ 
nMUl was lutfdl J named. Boats weie dwpatdied te 
bongtbiee thouatnd Fvench soMieiB into the city; 
Tfaeee took pcaMMon of tin Piace of 4BeiBt Biar^ 
nMletomeoflheinhAitantsi^Kmted; bnttkegieater 
part, niho were piobaUy not tbe Itm aendbk of the 
esecnbktTiannyof tlM4ddaiistoeraey9 saw k fidi 
in noumful olcnee, beoanae there StUlf along vith 
the ancient inetttntioiis of tfadr eountrj, howercv 
littk aome of these were to be ngretted, the honour 
and independence of theslnte ksdH 

The terms wfaicfi the Fx^audb, granted^ or lathcr 

i ai p os ed^appear edaaffirientlyinoderateyeo&rastfaBy 
wife nuMie public. They annooneadlihat the Ib a agyi 
trbops wonld remain m iong, and no ifmgtc^ d»n 
might he nooossaiy to protect thepeaoeof Vmitae*** 
ihey undertook to guanmitec the pubHe debt,, andihe 
p ay nmi txrf die pennons allowed to the imponreriilied 
gentry. Thqr required, indeed, the contimianee of 
the pcoseeutiGB against the comawnder of that foit 
of Luco who had fired on the JPcench yessel ; hul 
all other offimders w)ers pandoned, aad Bnenaparte 
afterwards suffMsd ewm this aflBnr topass into dbtir 
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▼ion ; which excited doubt whether the transaction 
had ever been so serious as had been alleged. 

Five secret and less palatable articles attended 
diese avowed conditions. One provided for the va- 
rious exchanges of territory which had been already 
settled at the Venetian expense betwixt Austria 
and France. The second and third stipulated the 
payment of three millions of francs in specie, and as 
many in naval stores. Another prescribed the cesaon 
of three ships of war, and of two frigates, armed and 
equi{^)ed. A fifth ralafied the exaction, in the usui^ 
style of French cupidity, of twenty jnctures add five 
hundred manuscripts. 

It will be; seen heceaftc»r what advantages the Ye- 
netians purchased l^allliiese uneonsriooable condip 
tions. At the moment, t^e;^ understood that the sti- 
pulations w^e to imjdy a guarantee of the independ- 
ent existeace of theireotiiitry asademdcndictl tfCate. 
In the meanwhile, the necessity for raieang the sup- 
plies to gratify the rapacity of the French, obliged 
the providonid government to have recourse to for- 
ced loans; and in this manner they inhospitably 
plundered the Duke of Modena (who had fled to 
Venice for lefuge when Buonaparte first entered 
Lombardy ) of his remauimg treasure, amouattng to . 
one hundred and ninety thousand sequins. 
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CHAPTER Xt 



fi^pdkon^i Amatory Correspondence with Josephine.'^ Hi* 
Qfurt ^ Montdtelkh^Negc^iat^ogM and Fleaeure mingkd 
^^ere.'^Genoa.'^lUwiluUenarif spirit of the Genoeser-The^ 
rise in insurrection, but are queued by the Government, and 
"the French plundered and imprisoned.^^BuomyMrte inters 
.fires, and appoints the Outlines of a, new Oovemment.'-n 
Sardiaia.-^ifaples.'-^The d^padane, Transpadane, qnA 
PmUian Sepublics, united tender the name of the Cisalpine 
RepMic.'-The ValteHne.—The Grisons.^The FalteUne 
united to Lombardy.'^Great improvement qf Italy, and ihe 
Jtalian Character, from these phanfeSf — Difficulties in^ 
Way if Pacification betwiM France qnd 4^tria. — The 
Directory and Napoleon take different Views.* — Treaty of 
Campo Formio. — Buonaparte takes leave of this Army of 
Jtalyi fo(iet(is Frffid^ Plenifotentifiry at R^tstadf. 



Whek peace retums, it brings back the domestic 
liffec(ions, and affords the means of indulging them. 
Buonap^e wa^ yet a bridegroom, though lie had 
now been two years married, and upwards. A part 
pf biscorrespondenf^e with his bride has been preser. 
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vedy* and gives a curious picture of a'temperament 
as fiery in love as in war. The language of the 



* It is published in a Tour through the Netherlands, Holland, 
Germany, Switzerland, Savoy, and France, in the years 1821-2, by 
Charles Tenbant, Esq. Longman & Co. liondon^ 2 vols. 8vow Au- 
tographs- of the letters are given, and there seems no reason to doubt 
their authenticity. The foUowing may serve as a specimen, and wiU 
perhaps cdnfirm the opinion of a great lawyer, that love-letters seenl 
the most unutterable nons^se in the world to all but the patoi| 
who writes, and the party who receivps them :-^ 

^* By what art is it that you have been able to captivate alt my 
'faonlties, and to concentrate in yourself my moral existence ? It it 
a magic, my sweet love, which will finish only with my life. To 
live for Josephine — there is the history of my life. I am trying to 
reach you, — I am dying to be near you. ' Tod thai I are, I do not 
perceive that I increase the distance between us* What lands, wha^ 
countries separate us ! What a time before you read these weal^ ex-- 
pressions of a troubled soul in which you reign f Ah ! my adorable 
wife, I know not what fate awaits me, but if it keep me muck longer 
from you, it will be in8upportable,..-my courage will not go so far. 
There was a time when I was proud of my courage ; and sometimes, 
when contemplating on the ills that man could do me, on the fate 
which destiny could reserve for me, I fixed my eyes steadfastly on 
the most unheard-of misfortunes without a frown, without alarm ;— 
but now the idea that my Josephine may be unweU, the idea ihat 
she may be ill, and, above all, the cruel, the fatal thought, that she 
may love me less, withers my soul, stops my blood, renders me sad, 
cast down, and leaves me not even the courage of f^ry and despair. 
Formerly I used often to say to myself, men could not hurt him who 
could die without regret ; but, now, to die without being loved by 
thee, to die without that certainty, is the torment of hell ; it is* the 
lively and striking image of absolute annihilation — I feel as> if I 
were stifled. My incomparable companion, thou whom fate has de^ 
tined to make along with me the psinftil journey of life, the day on 
Vhich I shall cease to possess thy heart, #ill be the day on which 
parched nature will be to me without warmth oc vegetation^ 
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eonquefor, who was duponig of tUtet at his ^m» 
aii0e» and defeatmg the moat oefetealed commandcra 
of the tiine, is as enthuaastic as that c^ an Arcadian. 
We cannot suppress the truth, that (m passages 
which we certainly shall not quote) it carries a tone 
of indelioa^, whidi^ notwithstanding the intimaqr 
of the married state, an English husband wocdd not 
use, ncNT an English wi& connder as the beocmung 
ezpresnon of connubial affection. There seems no 
doubt, howerer, that the attachment which these 
letters in£cata was perfiectly nnoere, and on one 
occasion at least, it was chivalrously expressed ;-«- 
** Wunnsor shall buy dearly the tears which he 
mdLes yon shed T 

It appears from this correspondence that Jose- 
phine had rgmned her hudband under the guardian-, 
diip of Junot, whda he returned from Paris, after 



^ I ttopy my iweet lore* my tool is sad— m j body is fiU^necU- 
my bead is fiddy.— men disgust me.^ ought to lute them— they 
sq^srtte me from my beloved. 

** I am at Port Mamioey near QneUle ; to4noROw I shaU be at Al- 
bcoga ; the two annies are in motion^»-We are endeavourlDg to de- 
eeive each other— Victory to the most skilful ! I am pretty well satis- 
fied with Beaulieu— If he alarm me much he is a better man than 
his pgedecissor. I shall beat him I hope in good s^le. Do not he 
uneasy-4ove me as your eyes— but that is not enough— as yourself, 
more than yourself^ than your thought, your mind, your sight, your 
.all* Sweet lofe, forgive mc,«*I am sinking. Nature is weak iv 
him whQ. Mm itrapgly, for him whoio you love 1 V* 
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htniig cwMled Imb nmum o£ ddfercritig la the Dw 
reclofj, and rapreBentatms of the FxmdiL peopde^ 
the banners and eobiira taken from Beai^dieu. In 
D ece mber 1796^ Josqphine was at Genoa^ where she 
was reodTed with studied magnificenoe, by those in^ 
that ancient state who adhered to the French intek 
resty and wheie^ totfae scandal of the rij^Catholics^ 
the company omtinued a s sembled , at a bdl fffoi 
by Monueur de Serva, t^ a late hour on Fiidaj 
morning,, despite the presence of a senator httnng in 
Us pod^et, but not iwnturing to cnfioroe, a decnee cf 
the senate for the better observation of the £Mt daty 
iqpon the occasion* These^ howcTer, were piobaUy 
only occasional visits; but after the sigQatare of die 
treaty df Leoben, taid during, the various negotia^^ 
tions which took place brforeit was finally ad)ustec^ 
as ratified at Campo Forauo, Josephine fived itt dcK 
mestic socie^ with her husband, at the beantifiit 
seat, or rather psilace, of Montebello. 

This viDa, celdbiated ficom the important nego-i 
tiations of which it was die sooie, is situated a iim 
leagues firom Milan, on a gently slopii^ hill, which 
commands an esitensive prospect over the fertile^ 
plains of Lombardy. The ladies of the highest 
rank, as well aa those celebrated fiur beai;^ and ac^ 
complislwients,-- all, in short, who could add charms 
to society,«^ware daily paying their homage to Jo« 
sqdiine, who received them with a ftlic^y of address 
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which seemed as if die had been b(»m for exercising 
the high ooorteates that devolved upon the wife ci 
so distinguished a person as Napoleon* 

N^oUatioDs proceeded amid gaiety and pleasure^ 
The various ministers and envoys of Austria, of the 
Pope, of the Songs of Naples and Sardinia, of the 
Diike of Parma, of the Swiss^ Cantons, of several of 
the Princes of Germany ,— the throng of generak, of 
persons in autbcMity , of deputies of towns, — ^with the 
daily arrival and dispatch of numerous couriers, the 
bustle of important buinness, mingled with fetes and 
tfitertainments, with balls and with hunting parties^ 
— ^ve the jMctare of a splendid court, and the as^ 
semblage was called accordingly, by the Italians, the 
Court of Montebello. It was such in point of im-i 
portance ; for the deliberations agitat^ there were to 
regulate the political rektbns of Grermany, and de. 
cide the fate of the King o£ Sardinia, of Switzer* 
land, of Venice, of Genoa ; all destined to hear from 
the voice of Napoleon j the terms on which their na- 
tionid existence was to be prolonged or terminated. ' 

Montebello was not less the abode of pleasure. 
The sovereigns of this diplomatic and military court 
made excursions to the Lago Ma^iore, to Lago d^ 
Como, to theBorromean islands, and occupied at jdea* 
aure the villas which surround those delicious regions^ 
Every town, every village, desired to distinguish it^ 
self by s<une peculiar mark of homage and respect to 

J8 
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hkm,' whom Aey then iiatned the Lfbcrator of Xudy«< ;' 
The^ expreftsionft are in a great measare tho^ of 
Napoleon himself, who seems to have looked, back r 
cm this period of bis life with warmer recollections of 
pleasurable enjoyment than he had experienced aa 
any other occasion. > 

-It was probably the happiest time of his life^v 
Honour, beyond that of a crowned head, was hisi 
own, cmd had the full relish of novelty to a mind 
which two or three years before was pining in obscu«> 
iMy. Power was his^ and he had not experienced 
its cares and risks; high hopes were formed of him* 
by all arotmd, and he had not yet disapjiointed them^ 
He was in the flower of youth, and married to the 
woman of his heart. Above all, he had the glow 
of Hope, which was marshalling him even to more 
ei^alted dottimon ; and he bad not yet become aware 
that possession brings satiety, and that all earthly 
desires and wishes terminate, when fully attained, iik 
vanity and vexation of spirit* 

The various objects which occupied Buonaparte^a 
mind during this busy y^ pleasing interval, were 
the affairs of Genoa, of Sardinia, of Naples, of the 
Cisal^ne Republic, of the Grisons, and lastly, and 
by far the most important of them, th0 <lefinitiv^ 
treaty with Austria, which involved the annihilation 
of Venice lui an independent state. . 

G^noaj thf fwid rival of Veuice, ba4 wv^r 9U, 
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die ttOBe penauMBi napoftaBflt wilb iIm* 
dtteriqpufalk; but bcr vofaflk j, wiio ilill i 
tend bes goferBMent aeooidiag to the mo 
ed diem by Andrew Dona, preserved imve aatkma^ 
qpffity and a more warlike diqxMitioii. The naii^ 
bourfaood of France, and the prevaloice of her opi- 
luons, had tdrred up among the cida«D8 of the mid- 
dfing daas a party, taking the name of Moranditts, 
fhom a dob so termed, whose object it was to htmk 
down the oligarchy, and revvdutiooi^ the goireni- 
ment The nobles were naturaUy opposed to this,^ 
and a large body of the populace, modi anployed 
by them, and strict Cathdics, were ready to second 
them in their defence* 

^e establishment of tuo Italian defldoccttaes i^ 
en the Po, made the Genoese revolutionists condeive 
the time was arrived whoi their own state ought toi 
pass through a idmilar ordeal of regeneratioB. Th^ 
muslered their strength^ and petitioned the Dege 
for the abolition of the govemmei^ as it existed, and 
die adoption of a democratic modcL TheDogecon- 
deaoended so far to their demand, as to name a com«< 
mktee of mne pcrsoBSy five of them of pldidan birth, 
to consider and report on the means of iitfuring a 
asove popular spirit into the constitutimL 

The three durf Inqcusitors of State, or Censors^ 
as the actual rulers of the d^aidiy were esftitlied,' 
opposed ^t» sfttrit of religious enthuMsn to-durt of 
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eonfeniontl as tbe means of warmng good Catholics 
agauiit ttie chaage damanded by the MonandisU-^ 
diqr expoeed the Holy Sa^HMBeal;, and made piroces. 
uoQs and pnblie ptayem, as if thrsateaed with a dei- 
seent of the Algerines. 

MeanwhUe theMoraadiats teok up arms, cfoplay- 
ed the Erendi colours, and oonceiying dbeir enters 
pdae was on the point of success, seized the gate of 
the aisenal and that of the harbour. But their tcih 
unqplh was short Ten thousand armed labourers 
atarted as from cmt of the earth, under the command 
c^ their qmdics, or municipal oflicecs, with cries of 
^ VItb Maria P and declared for ike aristocracy. 
The insurg^its, totally defeated, were compelled t# 
abut thnasdves up in their houses, where they were 
asaaited by the irtronger party, and fina% routed* 
The Frendi residing in Groioa were nudtr^ted Iqr 
the pneTiiling party, their houses pillaged, and they 
themselyes dragged to prison. 

The last cirqiunstance ga^e Buonaparte an oiten- 
wkie right to interfere, which he would prohabl]|t 
have .dote e?en had no such violence been comtakn 
tad. flDe B&at his aide^de«camp La Valette to GeBo% 
with the threat of instantly moring against the city 
acBnrisiaii of Us army, unless die prisoners weve set 
at liberty, the aristociatie pai^y dimrmed, and such 
iterations, cnr rather audi a eomidete cjumgeofigtir 
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rerhment adopted, as diould'be ngreeMe to the 
Freneh conunander-m-chief. Against this there was 
no appeal The Inquisitors were laid under arrest^ 
for having defended, with the assbtance ot their fel- 
low-^citizens, the existing institutions of the state ; 
and the Doge, with two other magistrates of the 
first rank, went to ieam at Montebello, the head- 
quarters of Napoleon, what was to be the future fate 
of the city, proudly called of Palaces. They received 
-the outlines of such a democracy as Napoleon con* 
eeived suitable for them ; and he. appears to have 
been unusually favourable to the state, idiich, ac^ 
cording to die French affectation <^ doing everything 
4]pon aclassical mode), now underwent revolutionan^ 
bapUsm, and was called the Ligurian RepaUic It 
was stipulated, that the French who had suffered 
should be indemnified ; but no contributions were ex* 
acted for the use of the French army, ncnr did die 
(Sections and cabinets of Genoa pay any tribute to 
the Parisian Museum. 

Shortly after, the democratic party having gone so 
far as to exclude the nobles from the government, 
and from all offices of trust, called down by doing 
ao a severe admonition from Buon^MUte. He dis% 
charged them to offend the prejudices, or insult the 
feelings of the more scrupulous CathcAcs, declaring 
fiulher, that to exclude those of noblei)trth irom puk 
4t<^.func^n8^ is a ^evidting piece of.injustioey and^ 
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in fact, as crinliiial as die worst of the eti'ors of the 
patricians. Buonaparte says he felt a partiality for 
Genoa ; and the comparaUve liberality with whidi 
he treated the state on this oeca^on^ furnishes a 
good proof that he did so. 

The King of Sardinia had been prostrated at the 
feet of France by the armistice of Cherasco, which 
ocHidiided Napoleon'^s first campaign ; and that tei. 
gacious leader had been long desirous that the Di- 
rectory should raise the royal supplicant (for he could 
be termed little dse) into some semblance of regal 
dignity 9 so as to make his power availaUe as an ally. 
Nay, General Clarke had, 6th April 1797, subscri- 
.bed, with the representadTe of his Sardinian Majes- 
ty, a treaty offensive and defeninve, by which Napo^ 
leon expected to add to the army under his command 
lour thousand Sardinian or Piedmontese infantry, 
and five hundred cavalry ; and he reckoned much 
ton this coBtingent, in case of the war being renewed 
.with Austria. But the Directory shifted and evaded 
his sdicitaticms, and declined confirming this treaty, 
prcbably because they considered the army under his 
^command as already suffidently strong, being, as tbe 
-eoldiers were, so d^oted to their leader. At length, 
however, the treaty was ratified, but too late to serve 
Buonaparte^s object. 

Naples^ whose eonduct had been vacillating and 
4nsinGere9 as events seemed to promise victory or 
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diresm dAut to the Fmieh gowtil, «cpmeiiced^ 
notwhlMtaBdbig, when he was in the height of tri- 
umph, dM bentfit of hb powcrfbl iiUeroeesiott with 
ihe goremmeBt, and retained the fall advantage ae^ 
cured to her by the treaty ef Pane of 10th October 
1996. 

A moat important edbgeetc^ oonaideration reaaam- 
ed afto- Ihe paeificatiqpi of Italy, reipeDtidg the mode 
in winch the new repubhct were to be governed, and 
the extent of territory whidi should be aasigaed te 
Aem. On this snbjeet there had been Icmg diacna- 
flions ; and as then woa muoh aoinranty and ancient 
grudge betwixt seme of the Italian cities and pro- 
▼ioees, it was no very easy matter to oonvinoe them, 
4hat thor true interest lay in as niany of them being 
united under one energetic and active govemaanl, 
as should render them a power of seme tmpcvtance, 
instead of being £vided as heretafrre into petty 
stales, idneh could not cfBer eftctttal resiatano a ef«p 
to mvasfon on the port of a power of the settmd claM, 
much more if attacked by France or Austria. 
' The formation of a compact and independent state 
m the n(Nrth of Italy, was what Napoleon had much 
at heart. BatdieCispadaneandTranspadaneB*- 
puMics were alike averse to a union, and that of Bm 
magna had declined on its part a junction with the 
Cispadane commonwealth, and set up^ for n puny 
and feeble independence, under the title of the Eauli- 

9 
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an RtpuUie. Baoupnrte was enaUed to orcrcovie 
these grudgings and heart-burnings, by pobting out 
to tbem the General RepuUtc, whidi it was now his 
sjttem to create k» being deetiaed to form the ker« 
nel (hastate, which should be enlarged from time to 
tame as opportunities offered, antil it should include 
all Italy under oos single government. This Batter* 
mg prospect, in aSfogning to Itody^ though at some 
ifistint date, the probability of fbrmid^ oHe gieat 
country, united- id itsdf « and independait of the rest 
of Earape, instead of being, as no^; pirceHed olil 
into p^j states^ natUlrally overcame all the local 
dislikes and predhbetions wlueh might have prerenu 
ad the unim of the Cispadane, Traa^iadtea, md 
EmiGaHBqmUics intoone, and that important mea« 
snre! was resolved upon acoocdihgtf . 

Hie CSaslpine Republic was die name fixed upon 
to des ign i ue thewmt^commoriweaMi^ TheFtench 
weuklmoto wSfin^ havie named it, wtefa reqxct to 
Iteia, th# TfMpsalpaie BepiMc; but that^ wool^ 
have been innovating upon the andent title which 
Bomahisto bf the ceutrd pmnt^.wifh tefelreQce 
to which all odier parts of Italy ateume tbdr bcai 
descriptiim. It would have dettroyed aU damieal 
pmjfnieiy , and have confused historical rfcolhpttons, 
i^ what bad hitherto been called the Ultramontane 
nde of the Alps, bad, to gratify Parinan vanity, 
vot» 111. Y 
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been termed the Hither nde ci the same cbain of 
momitaine. 

TheooBstitutioD asngned to the CiaalpiDe Repab* 
lie» was the same which the French had last of aH 
adopted^ in what they called the year five, having* 
a Dixectory of executive administrators, and two 
Cooncils. They were installed upon the 9Qth of 
Jmie, 1797. Four members of the DirecUny were 
named by Buonaparte, and the addition of a fifth 
was promised with all oonvenient speed* On the 
Mlh €i Jufy fbUowing, a review was made of thirty 
thousand national guards. The fortresses of Lom^ 
baidy, and the other districts, were delivaned up to 
the local: authorities, and the French army, retiring 
firom the territories of the new repuUk, took. up 
cantonments in the Venetian states. Proclamation 
bad aheady been made, that the states belonpag to 
the Cisalpine Republic haTing been lUMpiired by 
France by the right of conquest, she had used her 
privil^fe to tatm them into their preset firee and 
independent government, whiob, already reoogoisied 
fay the Emperor and the Directory^ could not.fitil 
to be acknowled^^ within a short time by all the 
other powers of Eur<^.. 

Bucmaparte soon after showed that he was serious 
in his design of ieailarging the Cisalpme Republic, as 
opportunity could be made to serve. Thooe are three 
▼alleys, termed the >f[alteline districts, whidi run 
down from the Swiss mountains towards the Lake 
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of Como. The natives of the Valteltne are about 
one hundred and sixty thousand souls. They speak 
Italian^ and are chiefly of the Cathcdic persuanon; 
These valleys were at this period the subjects of the 
Swiss CanUms, called the Orisons, not being a part 
of their laigue, or enjbjring any of their privileges, 
but standing towards the Swiss community, general- 
ly and individually,, in the rank of vassals to sove- 
reigns. This aituatton of thraldom and dependence 
was hard to endure^ and dishonourable in itself; 
and we cannot be surprised that, when the nations 
around them were called upon to enjoy liberty and 
indepoidence, the inhabitants of the Valtdine should 
have driven their Swiss garrisons out of their vat* 
leys, adcqpted the sjrmbol of Italian freedom, and 
carried thdr camfdunts against tbe oppiession c£ 
their Grerman and Protestant ma^i^ to the feet of 
Buonaparte. 

The inhabitants of the Valteline unquestionably^ 
had a right to assert th^ natural liberty, which is*' 
incapable of suffering prescription ; but it is not 
equally clear how the French could, according to^ 
the law of nations, claim any title to interfere be^ 
tween them and the Grisons, with whom, as well as 
witib the whole Swiss Union, they were in profound 
peace. This scruple seems to have struck Buona-* 
parleys own mind. He pretended, however, to as-; 
sunie that the Milanese government had a right t<» 
interfere^ and his mediation 'was so far recognised^ 
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dMH the GnsoBS pleaded befi»re him in answer ta 
their contumacious VMMk. BnoniqfMiite gave hi» 
opiniony by adriat^ the canton of the Giiaons^ 
whidi eonaista of thiee leaguei^ to admit their VaL 
taUneaiibjects to a ahare of their finuiclttseB^ in the 
fpharaeter of.a Ipurth asBodalion. Themodcffaddtt 
of the propoaal may be aduMlted to excnae the ine- 
gvlarily of the interfoenoe. 

The fiepiieflentattves of the Gdrqr lieague ware, noUt 
iprlthataadiflg, profiumdly hurt at a prepottd wlndi 
wieni U^ make their vasttda their fahither freemen, 
and to estaUidi the equality of the italimi aecf^ vha 
deaak of the Adda^ with the free4xoaiSiRtzer,iriioi 
tfoaikA the waters of the Bhtne As Aey turned 
adeaf ear t0 his proposal, deserted his trifamMd, and 
indcavfliiBed: to fiad aiqpporl at Ben^Fans, Vienna;^ 
and ebewhere, Napdleon resdred to proceed againat 
them in default of a[^pearance ; and dedaring^ thai 
aa the Orisoas had fdled iOr Sfipear bidEo^e lnai» or 
to eorn^y with his in^nrntiaas^ 1^ admitting jdie 
peofde of the Vaheline to be parti^GE to their Isagne^ 
he therefore a^udged the stito, or distrii^ of the 
Vakdine^ in tuae comii^, to bdong to aad be port 
of the Cisalpine RepuUie^ The Gnsons in ¥ain 
humUed themselves mhm it was too lat^ and pm^ 
ta s t e d thdr readiness to fdead before a mediator too 
poiweifd JU> be declined under imy ground known in 
law; and the Valteline teirilory was adjudged ina- 
tienaUy annexed to^ and united with Lombarvfy, of 
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wliieh^ doubtless, it fi)rms, from manners and <xmtt« 
guity, a nttiind portbn. 

• The existence of a state having fbee institntions, 
however imperfiect^ seemed to wcMrk an itoiost in* 
slant amelunration on the character of the people dT 
the north of Italy. The eflbmkmey and tnOag faa^ 
bits wbkk* resigned all the period of yenth to in* 
trigue and amusement, b^an to ffre place to firmer 
and more manly TJi ltteo t o the 4eAte of honoura*' 
ble minds to distinguish ChemiselTes in arts and arms. 
Buonaparte had himself said, that twenty yeans 
would be necessary to work a radical change on the 
national character ci the Italians; but even already 
diose seeds were sown, among a people hithefto frK. 
volous because exduded ISrom pvblic business, and 
timorous because diey were not permitted the use of 
anns, wldch afterwards made the ItaQans of the 
north equal the Frendi themselves In braving the 
Serrors of war, besides produdng several ^vil cb»- 
ractars of eminence^ 

Amid those subordinate discussions, as they might 
be termed, in comparison to the negotiations betwixt 
Austria and France, these two high ocmtrncting par- 
lies found great difficulty in agreeing as t9 the pad- 
fie supemtmcture whidi they should build upon the 
foundation which had been laid by the preliminaries 
exchanged at Leoben. Nay, it seemed as if some 
of the principal i^pulations, which Imd been there 
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agreed upon a« the oonier«etoiies of their treaty, 
were even ab-eady begimiiiig to be unsettled* 

It will be remembered, that, in exchange for the 
cession of Flanders, and c^ all the countries on the 
left side of the Rhine, including the strong dty of 
Majence, whidi she was to yield up to France in 
perpetuity, Austria stipulated an indemnification on 
some other frontier^ The original {Mtiject bcnre, that 
the Xiombardic Bepublic, innce termed the Cisal^ 
jnne, should haVe all the territories extending from 
JHedmont to the river OgIio« Those to the eastward 
of that river were to be ceded to Austria as an equi- 
valent for the ces^on of Belgium, and the left bank 
fii the Rhine. The Oglio, riring in the Alps, de> 
acends through die fertile districts of Brescia and 
<:!remasco, and falls into the Fo near Borgo-forte, 
indoring Mantua on its left bank, whidi strong fcnv 
tress, the citadel of Italy, was, by this allocation, to 
be restored to Austria. There were farther oompeii^ 
sations assigned to the Emperor, by the prelimina- 
ries of Leoben. Venice was to be deprived of her 
territories on the mainland, which were to be confis- 
cated' to augment the indemnity destined for the em- 
pire; and this, although Venice, as far as Blicma- 
parte yet knew, bad been faithful to the neutrality 
she had adopted. To redeem this piece of injus- 
tice, another was to be perpetrated. The state of 
Venice was to receive the legations of Bologna, Fer» 
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nura^ and RoauigBa, in lieu of the dommiont wbioh 
fihe was to cede to Austria; and these legations, it 
must sot be forgotten, were the principal materials 
of the Cii^Mulane Bepublic, founded by Buonaparte 
himsel£ These, however, with their population, 
which he had led to hope for a free popular govern* 
noit, he was now about to turn over to the domi- 
nion of Venice, the most jealous oligarchy in the 
wodd, which was not likely to forgive those who had 
been forward in expressing a desire of freedom* This 
was the first, concoction of the treaty of Leoben, 
irom which it appears that the negotiators of the 
two great powers regarded the secondary and weaL- 
er states, whether ancient or of modern erection, 
merely as make-weights, to be thrown into ^ther 
«oale, as might be necessary to adjust the balance. 

It is true, the infimt Cispadane Republic escaped 
the fate to which its patron and founder was about 
to resign it; for, after this arrangement had been 
proviuonally adjusted, news came of the insurrection 
of Venice, the attack upon the French through her 
whole territory, and the massacre at Verona. This 
aggresinon placed the ancient republic, so fisur as 
prance was concerned, in the light of a hostile power, 
and entitled Buonaparte to deal with her as a con* 
quered one, perhaps to divide, or altogether to an* 
Bihilate her. But, on the other hand, he had re* 
ceived their submission, ratified the establishment of 
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their new popular coMtkutkih, jNid p oM C M od 
self of the cky, under pfeCenoe of meigniiig ii a free 
fprtmrnmif aooordiiig to tkegmeml hope whidi he 
had held outto Italy at largcu The r^t of ooo- 
qiieet was fiaiited by the tcrau on which gurrendcr 
had been accepted. Austria on the other hand^ was 
the more deeply bound to faaiw protected the aocaeat 
rq>ublie) for it was in her cause that Venioe so raddy 
assumed arms; butsudi is the gratitude of nalions, 
such the faith of pditidans, thatehe appean^ fiom 
the banning, to have had no sonq^le in profitbg 
by the spoils of an ally, who had received a death- 
wound in her cause. 

By the time the nq;otiatonB met for finally discuss- 
ing thepreliimnaries, the DixeGtory of Fnmoe^.^ther 
to thwart Bttoniqp^rte^ whose supmority became toe 
vinUey or because thqr actually entertained the fears 
they e xp ressed, were determined that Mantna , whach 
had been taken with such difficulty, should remaia 
the bulwaric of the Cisalpine Beppblii;, instead of 
tetunvng to be once more that of the Austrian ter- 
ritories in Italy* The Inqperial plenipotentiaries in- 
ttsted, on the other hand, that Mantua was absp- 
Intefy necessary to the safety of their Italian posses* 
laons, and became more so from the peculiar drnrsc- 
ter of their qew neighbour, the (iisalpioe Republic^ 
whose example was likely to be so perilous to the 
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^Mi^ieent dep^fknous ofiiii WKkni ittonavdiy. To 
l^over tlttsdyicully^ tbe French geneifal {HropcM^ 
tint the remaining dominioiis pf Y aike dumld be 
idflo dii^ed betwixt Austrin iuid Fmnee^ tbe latter 
ekl^MBisig poasesskai of tbe Albanum territories and 
ihe loiikui idaiids befengmg to tbe r^ul£c, of wbieb 
Ibe bigb otetnictii^ powers. s^ned tbe deatb-war^ 
fmt; y^e Xstna, Daboaatiay Yemeebersdf, and all 
ber otber dominumst sbould be ap{mpriated to Aus*- 
tm. Tb6 iattar power^ tbrough ber minister, ocni- 
ianted to tbis arrangem^t with as little scruple, as 
to tbe farmer apfvopri^tion of ber fork^m dly'spos^ 
tesrions on tbe Terra i!inna, 
. Sittaa last as dbstade0weKei«noTed<Hi onesided 
they appeared to start up on Mtother, and a sort of 
pause ^isued in the d^b^$ti<»us wbicb ndtber ]^Brtj 
$eeDi»edtowiibtopusbtoaclo3e. In lact, bath N». 
p(^n, plen^x>t)entiary ibr Frwee^«nd Count Co- 
benti^ a mandgreittdipknnatie skill and address^ 
prbo todcrtbe principal managema^ on the pwrt c^ 
Austria, were suffidiaatly al^are that dbe Fiendi go*, 
framneot, long disunited, wis in tbe act of approacb- 
ii^ to a cr»us. This accordingly took placey undor 
drcumstances to be hereafter noticed, on 18tb Fruo- 
tid<Nr, creating, by a new reyohitionary movanent, a 
total change of administration. Whcai tbis revolo- 
tiou was accomplished, the I^ectory, who accooL- 
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plitbed U, fediog themidves nxm ttroog, appswed 
to ky a$ide the idea cf peace, and showed a strong 
dispositioD to push th^ advantages to the utmost 
' Buonaparte was of^posed to this. He knew that if 
war was resumed, the difficulties of the campaign 
^Rpould be thrown on him, and the blame also, if the 
lesuks were not happy. He was determined, th^re* 
fore, in virtue of his full powers, to bring the matter 
to a eondusion, whether the IKreotory would or not 
l^or tins purpose he confronted Cobentsel, who stiU 
«iw his game in gaimng delay, with the sternness ci 
a miUtary envoy. Oi the 16th October, the confer*, 
ences were renewed upon the former grounds, and 
Cobentzd went over the whole subject oi the indmn- 
nifications, itt»sting that Mantua, and the line of the 
Adige, should be granted to the Emperor, threaten^ 
^g to bring down the Russians in case the war should 
be renew^, afid insinuating that Buonaparte saeri* 
ficed the deare t^f peace to his military fame, and 
desired a renewal of the war. Napoleon, with stem 
but restrained indignation, took from a bracket an 
ornamevtal piece of china, on which Cobentzel set 
some value, as being a jM'esent from the Empress 
Catherine. *^ The truce,^ he said, « is then ended, 
and war dedared. But beware— I will break your 
empire into as many fragments as that potsherd.*^ 
He dashed the piece of china against the hearth, and 

18 
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'wMidrew al>niptly. Again we a» remincled of the 
Argantes of Tasso.^ 

The Austrian plenipotentiaries no longer hesitated 
to submit to all Napoleon^s demands, ratber than 
again see him c(Hnmence his tremendous career of 
irresistible invamn. The treaty of Campo Formio 
tJierefore was signed ; not the less promptly, perhaps, 
diat the affairs at Paris appeared so doubtful as to 
invite an ambitious and aspiring man like Napoleon 
to i^proach the scene where honours and power were 
distributed, and where jarring f»stions seemed to 
awiut th0 influence of a character so distinguished 
and so determined. 

The fate <^ Venice, more fbom her ancient history 
than either the value of her institutions, which were 
execrable, or the importance of her late existence, 
still dwells somewhat on the memory. The andent 
republic fell *< as a fool dieth.'' The aiistocraU 
cursed the selfishness of Austria^ by whom they were 
swallowed up, though they had perilled themselves 
in her cause. The republicans hastened to escape 
from Austrian domination, grinding their teeth with 



* Spiego quel crudo il seno, e'l manto scosse, 
Ed a guerra mortal, disse, vi sfido : 
£*1 disse in atto si feroce ed empio 
€he parvc aprir di Giano il chiuso tempio. 

La Germalenifne Liherata^ Cattto^ II» 
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French, who, making a oonyenient pietaU ^rf'tliw 
inlereit, bad pretended to asMgn than a free ocwti- 
tutkm, and then ivttgned them to beocmie the vaaBab 
<^ a despotic g^T^nv^eot. 

. The Fiieni^ ^ecietajycflegationt who liad play- 
ad a lemaifcaUy acthre part^uiu^ the BendulkMi, 
hasaided a wnoiwtnuice to BoMuqparte cm the lur* 
render of Venice to Auatria, instead of its bdig fonn* 
ed intoa fi^e democRiqr* or united with the Ciea^wie 
Rq^uMic* Buonaparte laughed to flcamanuOywhoBe 
yiews were still fixed on diffjiring and propagating 
theprindpksc^Jaoobiinsm. ^^Ihaveremvedyour 
letter,^ was the stem and contemptuous replj^ ^^ and 
cannot ccmpidiend it. The Republic ctf j^xanoe is 
not bcHind by any treaty » to sacrifice its intereiite and 
advantages to the Ccmunittee of Public Safety in 
Veniceyortottiyotharclaisof individualst France 
does not make war in behalf and for the benefit of 
others.* Iknowitcostsnotinngfiarafewchatterii^ 
dedaigiers, whom I might b^ter describe as mad* 



* The language of Injustice is alike in similar instances. When 
Cdward I., in the ooune of OTer-running Scotland, was leminded 
of the daims of the candidate for the throne, in wlme cause be had 
pretended to take arms, he answered in the Very words of Buona« 
parte,..'' Have we nothing else to do but to conquer kingdoms for 
other peo^ ?*' 
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mtBy to talk of an uniyersal repuUic--^I wish tbey 
would try a winter canpngn. TheYenedanRepuUio 
exists no loiter. Eflfeminate, eorrupted, treacberoits, 
and hypocritical, the Venetians are unfit for Mberty. 
If she has the spirit to ap prec iat e, or courage to assert 
it, the time is not unfavoarable-^let her stand up for 
iu^ ThoBy with iiURilt added to imsery, and great 
oontcmpt thrown by Napoleon on the firiends tji liber- 
ty aB over the world, the fiite of Venice was closed. 
The most remarkable incident of the final transfier 
to the Austrians was, that the aged Doge Marini 
dropt down sensdtss as be was about to take the 
oath of alliance to the Imperial commissioner, and 
died shortly after* 

Napoleon Buonaparte had now finished for thf pre^ 
sent his career of destiny in Italy, which country first 
saw his rinng talents, and was always a subject of 
peculiar interest to him. He took an affecting lea^e of 
the soldiers, who could scarce hope erer to see him 
replaced by a general of merits so transcendant, and 
made a moderate and judidous address to the Cisal- 
pine Republic Finally,hedeparted, toretum through 
Switzerland to Rastadt, where a congress was sitting 
for the settiement and padfication of the German 
empire, and where he was to act as a plenipotentiary 
on the part of France. 

On the journey he was observed to be moody and 
deeply contemplative. The separation from a hui^ 
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dred thoasind men whom he might call hb own, and 
the uncertainty of the future destinies to which he 
might be summoned, are enough to account for this, 
without supporaig, as some have done, that he already 
had distinctly formed any of those projectsof ambition 
which Time opened to him. Doubtless, howerer, 
his ardent ambidon showed him remote and unde- 
fined Tisioos of greatness. He could not but be sen« 
nUe that he returned to the capital of France* in a 
situation whidi scarce admitted of any mediocrity. 
He must either be nused to a yet more dOsdnguish-. 
ed bright, or altogether broken down, levelled with 
the mass of subjects, and consigned to comparative 
obscurity. There Was no middle station for the Con<* 
queror and Liberator of Italy. 
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